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Lord ' Hi' iT. Chairman of the Cot- ission. in the Chair 


F I R 3 T 3 2 3 3 I C X 


Thursday, May jlst. at 11. jO a.;i. 


.LIT .CijUaTCRV 312. CH sY TrL Mild A J: 

The CHAIR 'Ml, in cr er.in the lonforence, referred to the great loss 
which the Cos..ission had :r ..trines v ,v the «!• nth f one cf its uost valued 
members. Dr. da Moor, the dele, ate of the lh thorlanes. Dr. do Moor, he said, 
was a fine lawyer -/he 30 services r.o th. Jo;i ission had been of the greatest 
value, both in alters of jure lav/ m. in the day-to-day conduct of business. 

The dele -ates stood in silence for a few no.aonts as a to on of 
respect. 

Through the official secretariat of the Co. Ission, the Chair..van 
continued, a iiessa a. c f rvspcct an. oondolenc- o.ila be sent to the widow 
ana other relatives of M 10 1 to Dr. do ,:nor, 

lie the 1 extended a cordi 1 welcome to the delerates, all <.f v/ho:a he 
mentioned L.y r e. They v/ero ie tin - , he said, t on ’inj ortant moment in the 
history 01 ' the Co is ior- ivl its associated ay ncies. The time had ca.'.e when 
the :.lore ccllootic-n of infermati n mat Me changed into action and action 
meant the tril . f ori Inals and their jonvictim, sentence and punish, lent 
■.•/here- appropriate. To' bt effective justice had tc e e :] editious. Punishment 
cf the cri inuls v/ould serve ■ i. Icubic pur - ■ se of retribution to satisfy 
the people 1 ; d •• .anor justice anf of warnin'., and e inple to deter ouch 
cri; ies in future. 


The ninety.' for th« uniohj. out < f yar cri dual.". involved a complex 
interloc in system oc prisin' tlie Co . insdrnt, the national Offices and the 
Military. "’lie c> . ,ir ;i n c<-rvti ‘ > .ted at the , .e-tins f the inisters, cr other 
r present' tl ■. . the United Hrtlons, in October I d, was not the 
creation or or . ture f any one r .1 a Office, 11 it 'as charged with 

investi -atin crises it '.ray. not vi a. , . i' : .■ cion. ry for invooti ation 

in the full s-.-nr ., ''r .. the utsot it: rimary function has been re .rdetl 

j that ■ i'tir. .• •: t- 1 , ■ in a. evidence sul litted f it, 

to . eido nether there . is 1 ."oi mw n i n rt to th: I'Jovernuonts 
' : ' ‘.i:r 1,. . 
























the .at ter '.s ••.vil ' . .it cui.i, and uuin the specific mtcrial laid 
oofere it and \loo 1 in it such .nterir .1 ns -vna t; bo ierived fron documents 
colicctc \ I’ve.: tiiw one; x v ■ r obtains; in soae other may had put on the 
special list 561 Germans ns " 'ey crL.iinols", by ’./hioh v/as meant Gormans 
in positions of /erer and auth rity to hem could bo traced acts vhich 
constitute! v/ar cri. us, ani vhich ha . In un veil described as acts of terror! si/., 
That './as the onor-al ter . vhich had been used to cover atrocities, cruelties, 
the removal of populations, .lurtUr’S (mass or single), massacres, systematic 
tortures and sc n, 1 these had boon, in the view of the Co:/, ission, net 
isolated deod3 of • ickedncsr but systematic acts of cruelty done in pursuance 
of -a deliberate scheme tc degrade, debase and destroy the subject pop ulntion 3 . 
That v/cis a very iu ortant class of the atters which he hoped would shortly 
to dealt ith. by the initiation of _rosocutions, 

Thero were also the lists of suspects and witnesses, and, in addition to 
the names he had mentioned as havin.- I ten listed by the Commission, there 
were ,ap- roximatcly 80 f names of demons, diaries arainst whom had been 
brought by the national Of.’ices and validated by Committee No. 1 (these would 
bo included on the next list cf vor cri. Inals to be distributed to the 
different Governments and military authorities). 

The purpose of the present Conference was to enable the representatives 
of the iif erent National Offices to meet, compare notes and discuss the 
•./hole position, with the object of pooling information and improving their 
methods, thus inducin ’ a feeling of solidarity and co-oporaticn and a cnrv.ion 
purpose v/hich should be invaluable in the ■ crk which still lay ahead. 

The Commission, he concluded, had suffered much reproach and depreciation, 
but had kept its course. It had been a rallying centre for those vhc had 
justice at heart. It /as important that future ages should be able to say that 
"deep-seated com .on instincts of humanity" had "at last found expression in 
acts of just retribution." 


Professor dNDRS 0H03 (France), spending in French, said that as cne cf 
the oldest e fours of the Commission he v.oul 1.like -to thank the Chairmn, 
fur his m’clccme and the -irit ah Govern;/.ent for thoir hospitality. The 
French delegation mould be glad tc cc-op orate in the cause of justice in 
Furope and the Far Fast. 


Dr. JYF.L1N (Poland) thanked the British Government for .’..akin • it possible 
for his country tc be associ .ted in the work cf bringing v/ar criminals to 
justice, and the Chairman for hat he had done tc facilitate that task. The 
task hod net been an easy one, .3 the possibilities cf liaison ’./ith Pclaivl 
mere very li.iited, but Poland had suffered 30 much at the hands of the 
Germans ' hat ti my ’//ere an icuc td do all they could to help’, 

Lt,-Colonel HODGdC’i (l .d. ..) expressed the appreciation c f the American 
delegaticn cf the Chairman's -reetings and the hospitality of the British 
Govem^nt. The American del mti. n, he said, v/as anxious to learn as 
much as p ossible about the Ccr-lssion’. rk, ml •. rociated the facilities 
v/hich the ritish (kvornment h-» a t available. 


Ccr. mnder TOUTOi (bothorlands) :hanked the Chair, /an for Ms kind vr*rua 
about Dr. de locr, ./hem i' *. Id be very lifilcult te replace. 

Dr. ' (China) en 1 rs the senti.onts expreseed by 

previous a. max ere, . said he h< ; o • t. *cj;e a oriel* re r.rt • n t In¬ 
activities 1 ‘ !v Chinese National < : .'ice <n a xator ccasion. 
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The Com. is.-ion served also as a central clearing house for records 
ani in its cai noity as a Central Advisory bureau harmonised the work of 
the various agencies and led to a completer oo-o^oration and effectiveness. 
Above all it breu.ht an impartial judgment at the international level, 
thus preventin • criticise on the /rounds that people were listed as 
cri.inals by the Co., isoion on the partial unchecked statement of a single 
Government or nation. 



It vas necessary, howevor, to have so. 10 body or bodies to conduct the 
detailed detective enquiries in tho appropriate localities. That duty was 
inpose.- on the National Offices. The Commission had no effective control 
over these Offices, although, since April, l'JL -, it had served in a general 
advisory capacity to the... If the National Offices failed to perform their 
duty properly in collecting material for charges and reporting charges to 
the Commission, the '.hole system would break dean or be ineffective. 

Their nost important task now Was to gather information frcr.i repatriated 
pri3oners-of-wor and released survivors of the concentration coups. In 
addition there vas the enormous unexplored fields in the liberated countries 
where the Gormans, during the occupation, had committed mass murders, 
torture, looting, deportations, etc. The National Offices would have to send 
investigating teams to Germany tc co-operate with the Military in checking 
facts and tracking down witnesses arid criminals. 


Although they were perpetrated on an unprecedented scale, over the -whole 
range of military occupation and enemy occupation, Nasi and Fascist crl.ies 
gave every indication of following a preconceived, plan and forming a general 
pattern. They were carried out by individuals acting under oor.ii.ion • 

direction and in ca.i .on concert. This mass criminality has been a subject v 
for special study by the Cca.mission, which had concluded that membership of 
particular organisations, whoso function -..'■as the perpetration of atrocities, 
was in itself prima facie evidence of gaiilty complicity, It had accordingly 4 
rooon iendo'1 that all members of the Gestapo and particular sections of the 
S.S. should be held in protective custe ly when ag>p re honied, even if there vas 
no proof of a specific offenP.c. 

7'ith regard tc cases submitted to the Commission, latest figures shaved 
that 2,524 Gcr. ana, 110 Italians, 2 Albanians, 17 Bulgarians, 39 Hungarians 
■ nd 2 Rumanians, tc -ether '..1th sene others, to -which he would refer 
oubccquently, had already been listed as criminals. 


Of the different countries represented on the Oa.i i3sicn, Australia 
had p.rovidod material as a result of v.idch there had boon listed 93 Japanese, 
in addition tc 3oVe al units of an unknown number of persons, A unit was 
a collection of pa eg le all of -. horn had been cn'aged in the perpetration 
of some atrocity, an they had be n listed, aceoraing to the practice of the 
Com-ission, as a unit, because oi’ the 1.possibility of fastening the 
crime on any one icv.ber of the. unit. 


Belgium had brrurht char uo • s a result > f -. hich the na .cs of 230 
Ger. ans had been put on the list, u Cr.ochoslova.-ia vas responsible for 
a total of 24 . Cor. ans, France, since her liberation, had been very 
active, .nd. lnd furnished saterial on which 1,216 Germans, in addition 


to some pa ups, and a further 1C Italians had also b en listed. The figure 
for other c untries ..ere: '-rcecc, 11 dcrians; l.u:: mbourg, 1 Germ-in; 
Netherlands, 56 Ger ans; Norway, lor. ans; Poland, 544 Qvf. -.ans in 
a .lition to several roups of an un.ivwu number of persons; the United 
in lorn, 127 Germans 27 Italians an 2 Rumanians; Yugoslavia, 70 Ger.ions, 
73 It lions, 2 Albanians, 1, ful -rians and 99 Hun • rians. The Commission 
hr.d added, j names on its n initiative, Hiking th. totals which ho had 



•already ivon. 


The Com issien ha ■ rep.--.rem 1. • s. wcial list, 

f Germans in key 7 sit! y Ir . n<:.t bc.n listu.. 

oteri ’.l furnish-. 1 by ti. . t. .. ■ 1 : fice. . ?h .1 i 


0 scribe .l -is list 
ncoes qrily on 
si-ion, invusti, ptin • 
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the ..latter as '..■oil as it could, and using the specific material laid 

before it and also 1 ok in..- at such ate rial as - ns tc be derived from documents 

collected I’m: the one. .y or obtained in scae other \ray, had put on the 

special list 561 Gormans as "l ey criduals", by vhich was neant Germans 
in positions of p-owor and auth rity to horn could «e traced acts which 
constituted war cri. xjs, and which had been well described as acts of terrorism. 
That '..'a 3 the general tor.. •.iuch had boon used to cover atrocities, cruelties, 
the removal of populations, iurdcs (mass or single), massacres, systematic 
tortures and 30 on. All those had boon, in the viev; of the Com .ission, net 
isolated deeds of ■ ickedno3s but systematic acts of cruelty done in pursuance 
of -a deliberate scheme to degrade, debase and destroy the subject populations. 
That was a very important class of the matters which he hoped would shortly 
be dealt "ith by the initiation of prosecutions. 

There were also the lists of suspects and witnesses, and, in addition to 
the names he had mentioned as ha vine been listed by the Commission, there 
were approximately 8 QC names of Gomans, charges against whom had been 
brought by the National Offices and validated by Co:nmittee No. 1 : (those would 
be included on the next list of war criminals tc be distributed to the 
different Governments and military authorities). 

The purpose of the present Conference was to enable the representatives 
of the different National Offices to meet, compare notes and discuss the 
whole position, -..-ith the object of pooling information and improving their 
methods, thus inducing a fooling of solidarity and co-operation and a common 
purpose which should be invaluable in the work which still lay ahead. 

The Commission, he concluded, had suffered much reproach and depreciation, 
but had kept its course. It had been a rallying centre for those vhc had 
justice at heart. It was important that future ages should bo able to say that 
"deep-seated com .on instincts of humanity" had "at last found expression in 
acts of just retribution." » 

Professor ANDRE GR03 (France), spooking in French, said that a 3 one of 
the oldest members of the Cannissicn he v/ould like‘.to thank the Chairman, 
for his welcome anl the brit sh Government for their hospitality. The 
French delegation would be glad to co-opcroto in the cause of justice in 
Europe and the For East. 

Dr. GYF.IAN (Poland) thanked the British Government for making it possible 
for his country to be associated in the work of bringing war criminals to 
justice, and the Chairman for .'hat he had done to facilitate that task. The 
task had net been an easy one, is the possibilities of liaison with Poland 
were very limited, but Poland haa suffered 30 much at the hands of the 
Genaans that they were anxious td do all they could to help, 

Lt.-Colonel HODGoON (U.3,.d.) expressed the appreciation of the American 
delegation cf the Chairman' a greeting 3 and the hospitality cf the British 
Govem.rn.nt. The American ielegatii n, he said, was anxious to learn as 
much .as possible about the Conuission' s u rk, and a rcciated the facilities 
which the ritish Government had . .ado available. 


Cor., ander OIJTOi (Netherlands) •:hanked the Chairman for his kind v'orvis 
about Dr, do Acer, •..'her., it -..e-clA be very -difficult to replace. 

Dr. ./VUG IiTJA-CTENG (China) endorse.! the sentiments exp ressed by 
previous speakers, an’. said he hoped tc iiako a brief rc ort cn the 
activities cf f Li Chinese National 0Alice or* a later occasion. 



















. , le 3AER (Bolgiuu), as tno '.ho had oocn a member of the Commission 
fror.i the beginnin , thanked Lho ritish Governacnt for the /ay they had 
facilitated its . .issicn. It ha a booh a rent pleasure, he said, to work v.ith 
Sir Cooil Hurst, the first Chairman of the Com issicn, and v.ith Lord '.'right. 

As Chaiman of Committee No* 1, './hioh received the dossiers from the t'*'* 

National Offices, he realised v.ith hat a very difficult task those Offices 
had been confronted, especially at the be inning, './hen nost of the countries ’* 

of Europe were still occupied, but yet managed to send the Commission by 
underground channels a very appreciable number of cases. Since their 
liberation the flow liad boon cnomouu, and ho \,as greatly indebted to then * 

for their co-operation. 

Lord FINL..Y’ (United kingdom)* on behalf of the British Government, 
thanked the delegates for their kind re .arks. He had boon, he said, closely 
associated with Dr. lo doer, who . >adc a profound inpression on all who not 
ldn, and would like tc associate hi.iself with the tribute paid to hin. 

It was a pleasure to ncot colleagues from so uany countries, and it was the 
earnest hope of the British Govern .ent that the discussions of the 
Conference would grove nost fruitful. 


The CHAIN.-Mil j ai a tribute to the very able ; lemorandun on tho 
Machinery of the- Ca.v ission Irawn u; by the late Dr. do door, which he 
always kept by hi . and to which he continually referred. 

Professor NSDELJKOVIC (Yugoslavia), speaking in French, said the* eyes 
of the world were directed on the Conference and tho democratic nations which N 
had undergone such sufferings ‘ 'ere waiting to see what it v/oul d do to ensure 
tho punishment of the criminals. There uust be no repetition of '/hat happened & * 
after the previous world war, -./hen lists wore Irawn up but no criminals * 

brought to justice. The organisation of the Cora .ission "ould moke it possible 
to carry out tho decision of the Moscow Conference and enable the war 
criminals to be handed over for trial by the Courts of the United Nations, 
but tho procedure .uust be accelerated. Tons of thousands of v.ar crimes liad 
been committed in Yugoslavia, but the nu.ies of only a few hundred war criminals 
had been sent in, and of those not a single one had yet been handed over, though 
many had for some time been in the hands of the Allies. 

• 

I.I, AHDR2 CLJliSN (Luxembiurg) suiu that "little Luxembourg" wished to 
be associated ■ ith the work of the Conference, and • uth•the thanks which 
had been expressed tc the Chairman and to the ^British Government. 

M, CT.bVROrOULCS (Greece) expressed the thanks of the Greek Government , 

to the nritish Govern, .v-nt for the assistvnee iven to secure the ! 

punishment of war criminals, and thanked the Chair: 1 .an for !iis welcome. 

• -* . ■* 

DR, MAYR-IIARTING (Csechoslcvnkia), as the delegate of a country 
li’uratod only a few weeks ago, said Csochoclnvokia h.g e ti learn of the 
experience of other countries and tc use th-t ezqorienob in building 
up its National Office. 

w 

Lt,-Colonel OUi"v - (Australia) sail he counted the late Dr. do Moor as 
a close friend. Dr. dc Moor was a man. of rovt stren th of character 
and very co-operative, 'with a constructive approach to the pi obi eras of 
the Commission resembling that just dir I vyed by the ’ugoslav dole ate, 
and f It that ste i s .ust be tak n to unish wren i-.-era and see that 
tho crises which had been eou.ittud wore n*.t repeated. 
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r. .J'DIliT -ELL ( Jana >.) oxprosso' the hope 1 • t. it would c possible 

o litc thv roc.dur for rin in’ the uilty to justice, 

ii^jor TVX .MdC.. (. my) said ho was *lad to attend th Conference, 
'hich ho was sur^ v.vuH :,e a success. ho had always receive! in Committee 
No, 1 nil the help ho needed. 


Thu J .ru'erencu a .jcurnu^ at 12.30 P.m, until 2.^0 ; ,m. 




S E C 0 D S E S S I 0 v 

yhurs.w.y. .a;, Met, t d.pC . 

G-Ej.f-MdL cU . 'EY CF T-S PQEfbJNT ..CTIViTY (M THE CG..I35I0N - 
.'uiD :.VJIQN.X OEEIOEG. 

.da introductory pmi>or • ns resented l.y the OlL'.rflt'JN ^ 

IIr..P.’ iCiNT (United in'de.) said that ns representin ' one of the 
first f the National Offices t be esta lishod ho ohrul.1 perhaps 
venture to c on the liscussiv n. The. chief anxiety was the. question of 
expedition. Each National Office had net c*t the sa.ie problem, that of the 
United f in ’don in the uropoan theatre oin ' quite lifferent from the tasks 
• f Nation"! Offices in countries vhi *h had ba.on under c.no :.y occupation. 

The hulk of the .evidence of the United :'Anrdom was only *. econin:; available 
as the prisoner-cf-war c r qa wore bein .-.q tied. Their procedure was the 
reverse of the ..uerioan method s the United States intended to present its 
cases in as ca.. Icte a fir.i as possible. They, on the .thor hand, hod filed 
many cases \.ith the Commission in which they felt there v.-as a sound 
foundation of fact, in a somewhat incomplete fori. He approached the task 
of completion of such cases in -n < pti. istic spirit ’ut he felt that it would 
he wron • for any National Office which v.'as d pendent mainly on evidence 
-.-hich was only just ’ econin ivila’.le to sup ost that it could innediatcly 
present its cases. The reduction into ractical form of the available 
evidence in as short a time as .ossible was the primary consideration 
ut he did not •/ish to 3-ay anythin" hich i.d. ht No tor cncoura inp at the 
present sta e- it -..auld ulti atoly result in some 'isa; ointnent. 

One of the bi" proMvu.se r -s hew t<. deal vath the hordes of 
criminals who had ccw.ittu l .atr cities i:i concentration ca ips. The 
National Offices we re concernt . with individual cases. The United 
in lorn Office had cases in . hich in.iivi.dual British subjects had 
suffered in cojacentrati n o 3 ’.ut they id nr t cm.; r rc in numbers with 
the mss .urders an .’ torture:: hich had >;« t. suf • • r 1 by the nationals 
of vari us Continental nations. ‘cssidly -some .v ans •.••culd be devise '• by 
which ‘hose cases .voul'd calf ith to the prii.ci.l' "f joint liability. 

The situati n was ‘by differ t fr . r< s.-cuti i;s Icalinp *.lth 
individual:: res onsibl. if • th*. free! tier.. 


: . 












It also occurred t« hi.’, that there : i. ht -u a nee i for closer 
co-o; oration betwsen the Uati nal Offices, The ; rinciile ale rted by the 
rated : in Ian Office was to ft f .rd ;ny information affecting another 
country to the National Office oonoernel. Possibly that system : light 
he improved, Perhaps the ationol Offices could meet to liscuss that 
point and see ’whether there could be a mutual exchange of information. 

He suggested that under the nuspioes of Ccivaittee I the National Offices 
night meet regularly, possibly once a week or once a fortnight to see if they 
could pool information. 

» 

The CILtJHMAN pointed iut that cirgolition could not be carried beyond 
the practical possibilities an; S'id. that it mas no use to start a trial 
if the full evidence aa. not available, ghat /as the state of preparation 
in regard to the production of living v/itnoases? 

dr. P.Hib. KENT (United Kingdom) replied that in practically every 
ease dealt \ ith by the United in do;:, the evidence vac based on information 
from a ian of confi ience. Information uas sup lied frc:;. . ;any sources. 

Lists of witnesses vere coir iled and •..•ere sent to the appropriate authorities 
and as soon as a witness arrived in this country he .was made available for 
examination.^ An affidavit v/as taken and they v/erc then in a position to 
prove their Case. That process v/as only in its early stages as information 
become available fro..’, the prisoner-of-war cai.ips. They would bo able to 
produce one or two livin- witnesses at raost trials, possibly supported 
by some affidavits. 

Reforrin- to co-operation between National Offices, the CHdlRii'Jf said he 
assumed that such cases as the German organisations hich were responsible 
for the concentration ctmps could not be lealt with by trials by 
indivi lual United Nations acting separately, Sosvic form of centralisation 
v/culd be neocssary in order to lo .justice to the interests of the various 
Governments'concerned. The National Offices v/ere mainly concerned v/ith 

offences coi.B'itted Ly individuals, 
t 

• * * 1 

M. ... 'D3LF03SE (pel iurv), speaking in French, said that it was true 
that at the tine the questionnaire was drawn u- 3el *iun hod not submitted 
any large nuviber of dossiers to the Cora’issi: n. There was, hov/cver, evidence 
of a need fir closer contact between the Lon.lon Qoi.mission and the National 
Commission in lel/luv., the existence of the latter h rdly perhaps being 
realised in, London. In its judioi 1 capacity the Belgian Com dssion had to 
establish specific charges against persons who had. co. / .ittel crii .es in 
Belgium or in other x arts ._-f Eurt go. That Co. , ission was endowed 'ith 
very v.ado pqi/ors and was onrq j l in drawing uj 5,000 dossiers. It had 
before it the navies of not ].ss than 1,000 persons ./he v/e’-u guilty, 
priv/ia facie t of war crimes. If he- v/as asi.ed why they were not sending in 
all those oases the onsv/ur . as that they were ,n -age-1 in judicial \/ork. 

They lit not wish tc c. mu into Court with- it having their material complete. 
They had got sene very. god cases of crimes a rich had been car. it tod* 

For example, a great number of civilians had been 3h- -t by the Germans 
v.ithout trial and there /as abundant uvi d.ncu th/it this action v/as taken 
under or.lei’s issued by 7cn Rundstodt. The American Armies had t r iccn 
prisoners who had confessed t -rtici.w • n in crimes of that sort. 

They knuv/ whore’ those .icn v/ere an; lie* hope-l tmt the Conference v/culd 
be able to acme to a 'ecision to put that cn tri'l within th» next month, 

Vo lie oe that they al l t 1- re-cicely h. the criidnals 
who v.ero to leal' ith ro t ' .» r. nVi ver *c the ' tic nal Courts 
which './ere t. try w. It m use id • • h -i t c tinu. call acting 
ovi 'ience if M risonor o ul a t be • ate-• w. * .a trial iri th dr 

Courts, It •; -.''ret L. hi. th' v tli*. uty f the Lend n 5c-. ission was t 
eci >n t he e-anv / i ich Hi • ’i:w ue-rs ./ere t« handed ■'•ver by 
t. : . .iii 1 vy ■ . h ‘ • ■ h /ti a , inoi - ly, hod 

rovi l-.'l r. t . 1 f • vt . , . soi -II in th- niter f 
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interr. 'atan L i: ■ uors. 


v.dlv unities 


.nodded the.. 


t send liaison tea/.s ..-lit /unt Ifh the r ies and _laye. thoir part in 
soarchin fer, m ; i .e.itifyin •, lv ant-': t riaenors. 


it was "'ll tin, .;oro necessary that the- Londn Oomdssion shr.ul.1 act 
in the at tor of hon in;- ever of prisoners for trial because a preat 
many of the criminals "culd l>o -anted by different ccuntrice. He was 
referrin • net tc major cri .inalr only but to those of secondary importance. 


The Cli-LtlJ! .raid that tlv. juestion f the ban <in, ■ over of prisoners 
y the dn.iy tc the Nation .1 Office concerned was of considerable importance 
but he vondorod if any rcat iifl’ioulty vc.uld be involved. ,.s had been 
pointed out the dr.iy authorities are very co-cpcrativc and he wondered 
if it v/ould not bo found that they vculd hand over the prisoners for trial as 
soon as it could be arm god, The pool offices of the Ccmiiission for what 
they v/oro worth as an intermediary would, of course, always be available. 

On the question of the- possible difficulties in cases where a prisoner 
•was requeste y more than one country he hoped that the ,;:>cd feelinp between 
the different nations •.vculd provide a solution. If it become necessary 
for sonic body to arbitrate he- •• as sure the Commission would be willing to 
•act in that capacity. 


Commander .iOUTON (Netherlands) explainin the reason hy in the last 
few months nc cases had been put forward by the Dutch National Office to 
the Commission, said that on th lit oration of port uf his country in 
Septs iber the majority of the .e ere of the National Office had to return 
there and it took some time . eiVro ne„- . fibers were nominated. Their 
Government had hoped that ‘he riinory investigation officers in Holland 
would have teen able t,o produce the evidence necessary f*r the submission 
of cases to the Gera ission, tut, for various reasons, that hope had not 
been realised. Some of the .ificers had not Veen considered reliable and there 
had been a preference in the first instance for dealing aith cases against 
quislin o, Reports hod, however, bo. u about the concentration camps 
in Holland, the bi ’pest f *whioh ’..’as • t Vu *ht and lie /as sure it •.xuld 
not be lonp before these cases ./ere ,laced before the Ccmmissi rn. 

The /hole of the Netherlands had been liberate j onl‘ that month, and while 
he could not go into detail./, the Prime .inistor had -iven him authority 
to inform the Conference that law had just Veen passed setting up. an 
elaborate cr-misatirn t obtain .11 tlxe :-vi fence available from the whole 
country as scon as pessii le. They './culd have a National Office in Holland 
ith .a branch in London an. there v/ould be a lar-x nu.f or of sub-offices in 
different parts of the Netherlands. Plying aqua .s c.f investi■•ation officers 
'/culd bo sent by the Chairman of the .’atitnal Office t< these places /here 
investi ation v/ao particularly re/uire . v hoped that that scheme, 
which was ' / itin • the v.ipnatur^ r i‘ their juocn, v/eUl pro.iuoo the right 
results on that they . .pi • ,i for the slight delay. 


' ,.j .. : ' : r '■ as • that 8cm O . • s unav i .a: lq 

anl th'*t th. organisoti in ‘ lv*. f t! melon. Is had ne t • oen created 
at t!vj time at ’which it:: re. lies • n sent in. 


•• f v. Lavia) , il ' t 'is 

country -.as fully .ive t- t: . ' . esc. xl r-’iuin rear', to 

ti.v . unish icnt f war cri in-. u h . n .- f< »• • -:.u ti x before that 
cu nt was for: ill be . u -.sjavi" '../vs n • f ti. c untries hich iv.l 

aufforod terrible victi 1 ti n the r tl s-v. ry with 

which it i.-> ft oonductoa. ‘id oil •/•;.' but as it cm lete 

until T i sci/ts 'f.ii ; ! . n : • u id tc justice? ,'lxil.. the car 

as in cr rose. Ids a.:.t t t • * • e’ ■ ission t. investi ate 

:. 'il & !. i. ' ; rat 1 e su yin power# TI • 

Com dLosi-.n th. 'o'ioi- 1 <. rc th:' n h ik. 1. vrl f 
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local authorities an. ocr. lesions, over ?,C0C p.oople loin;;; engaged in 
that v/ay. The powers >f ho Co. miv.-ion './ore lai ,1c ::n by lav which also 
defined the aturo of the crimes ' ein • investigated, The Cor. lissicn was 
invosti; a ting a treuonlous nu.r .1 er of oases - over a miljion lie believed. 

It had so far completed the invosti - ation of ton thousand cases. The /*■ ^ 

majority of the v/ar crii.iinals ./ith ./hem they •./ere concerned v/crc outside 
the borders of their country but fortunately noat of then ’./ore in the hands 
of the Allies. They ',/ere confident that they v/ould not escape punishment 
and it ',/as in that hope that they continue'’ the systematic investigation 
and collection of evidence. 

Lt.-Colenel OLD'-Lla (Australia), refer'-in/,; to the fact that cases had not 
been received fron Bel given because they './ere not fully prepared, said that 
it night be useful to point out that all that v/as require.! i/as a prii/.a facie 
ease. The duty of the Camidsion \nxa sii.iil.ar to tint of a com it tin a magistrate, 
M. Del fosse appeared to bo under the impression that it '.. as tiie headquarters 
of the Commission in London i.iiich made the arrangements for the delivery of 
i/ar criminals but the practical functions of the Com .is/.ion in London largely 
ceased at the tine they despatched the lists to the .'.ilitnry authorities. 

It i/as a great advantage fron the individual countries’ point of viov/ 
that names should go threuph the Commission- in London so that when the 
criminals v/cre sent back to the place v/hcre they had committed their cri/ies 
the authorities ’/ould bo in possession of the claims of all the countries 
concerned. A decision could then be reached and that could no .doubt bo 
most conveniently dealt eith by a discussion between tiie delegates from the 
countries concerned, in London. 

The CHArffiJJ su ;posted that the Commission mipht preparo a procedure 
for effectin' the delivery cf criminals fren the Army to a particular » t 

country in ' hich the Commission could act as arbitrator. , 


Dr. J'-!C HU/l-CHSNG (China) congratulate 1 the Chairman on the most 
informative and coiq/rchonsivc report -/hich he had given. 


Cn July 7th, one month aid seven clays frem the present date, China 
■v/culd be entering the ninth year of her var of resistance, S.trictly 
speaking indeed, the v/ar in China began feurteo n years ago in the autvu.vn 
of 19^1 -./hen Japan invaded 'r nchuria, Since China v/as the first country 
to resist aggression, she naturally had suffered more from Japanese 
•atrocities than anyone else. Th seriousness v/ith v/hich the Chinese 
Govern/.ont viewed those atrocities ./as shov/n by the fact that as early as 
the spring of 1942, almost a year of re the ■ nited Nations r ~r Crimes 
Ca.v-.iosion v/as established in Leaden, an or animation as not up/ in the 
'inistry of Foreign Affairs, one t.f //hose purposes v/as to collect 
information on Japanese war. crimes. In the spring of 194 , the Chinese 
National Office, charged v/ith the scle duty of invosti -■.tin ; v/ar criie.a, 
v/as formed under the Executive Yuan /ith Dr. J.T. Y/ang, former . inister of 
Foroi n Ai airs and < ne time Chinese Ambassador to the "nited States, as its 
chairman, Recently, in vie.- of the- rapid Yevelep uuntr. cf the var and 
the possibility of an early collapse < f .7 _ n, the. Chino so National Office 
had undergone a roor ;anis-ticn for th<. pur . sb of increasin its 
efficiency -n speeding up' its /orb. t • 


The invosti aticn of var cri-s in Chin. m carried out in t./o v/ays. 

In the first place, the victi/s .ant eye-viuies en ..ere requested to 

rep ort to the Chinese L-ticnol Office. tioes ' t!us effect have ’ sen 

,ublishe . ih-lea bin; ncr./sp apere in free Chin-, ai. special forms v.vro g-ro pared 


an', .ado av/ilab] for .. se h ..Ishe t 

^"cc, orders had >. .-n 1 /.sue to • 1.1 local 
tc 'v lloct vi ncv -< f J nos anr crimes 
respective '.istricts. V a t he pr sent •' 
under invosti ration, Thr th usan oases 


ish tc use P them, in th< see nd 
11 local overns:• nts .n fi.l c<~ . a . .e • ■ 

• r crimes iuch •. ecu, ■■<.-. -thin ' '...ir 
pr .seat -■*•< ut thru thousnn' cas.3 had cc;..e 
aaa. - mi ht ■ uid a li t, but Judging 
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-> the Ion 'tli . i- thi. nr in China h the easily y the J?. oncse 
behaved, the throe thousand eases cc nstituted only a* aril fracti n . f 
the actual canes of crl.es c Quitted 1 y tlx- Jr ancso. The reason why it 
had not been possible to ncccfp ish as . .uch as .-as lesired lay in certain 
difficulties which existed. 

In -he iirst place, the victims • n . o.ye-.vitnes.vos of ar crimes do not 
readily res ond to the Government's call. In s_ itc of the amount of 
publicity riven to the punishment f "ar crimes by the Chinese National 
Ciiu.ce, .any victims stile doubt ''hother the Jmancsc v,*ho ;.cre res onsible- 
for their injuries one sufferin' '..ill over be caurht and ] unished,' Others 
refuse.to ive. infer ati. n .. n rounds . f ..orsonal security because they arc 
or their relatives are, still livin ' in the occupied territ ries ex' China 
and thus liable to J"panose reprisals at any time. Certainly, Chinese women 
vrould never consent to hnvinr their cases ipcnly reported either by thouseIves 
cr by their relatives. If the punish lent of i’ari war criminals in Europe *,/as 
x rc..ip tly .n s iftly car ic x cut, nd it the x unishuont of Japanese war criminals 
vms equally assured, more Chinese victims and eye-witnesses -would be illinr 
to furnish information. 

In the second .lace, Very few parts of occupied China had been 
liberated. .'his was the Tea to at difficulty. -hen a place was under enemy 

occupation, access to .■’itncsscs at in evi .once . i’ ■. m.r cri..e 3 v/ero very 
lifiicidt 1: net impose! 1 le. "'he Chinese Office was lookinr- forward to the 
day when the occupied territories of Cliina -would e liberated. It was 
ccnfiuenu diat by that time . icro evidence and v.dtnesses of J^’ ^neso • <rr 
criues would bo available. 

-o seen as the ./or Crines dub-Caa i..jicn was inau airated in Chun 'kin." 
last fall, the Chine30 '• ti final C-fficc be pan tc translate the cases on hand 
into English on . transmit then tc the dub~Ccsa..is 3 ion, due unfortunately the 
fom in the possession of the Office as net the one actually in use by the 
main Coral scion in L ndon. ds it "as the policy of the Chinese Government 
to follow strictly a. 1 ! the rules and requirements laid down by the bain 
dem ission, it was ocibol to -lc the vorlc a -ain. dr. I itsen,’ assistant 
to the British dmbassndcr on the fiub-Ca.. :ission, was good enou h tc sup ly 
i oo.jy oi the correct i m ldch he ha hen the speaker loft Chun,'kinf 

i< d r . *'^ le San /rancisco C nferonco at the -•nd :<f March, the Chinese "ational 

Cffico ha.i just finished printin ' the no.. - f ms an. was abc-ut t< transmit 
cases to the Sub-Ccm .ission again. 

t In roportin,- the activities f the Chinese National Office U this 

ctiicrmce, the a a.-., r aft . inis o lJc-apue's '..ere he in * t< learn from the 

'"O'ericnce c£ the; --in Ccru .ission nnl the other nr ticnal o-ffices. 
t hey were quite sure that ..any c f ir difficulties are cc.ivman to fcher 
Offices anmcould be attacked l.y Methods similar to those used by other Offices. 

On the ,aub«*Ooimission in 'bun 'kin ..levin C'.untriec in all were 
represented* All tj : •' 1 r. 4 symj -w •• f r *»m su ' -rin • of 

Chinese .,.n, . n J :hildren, Th Speaker iGsiral ta express -ratitudo 

especially to .'ir Horace Joy. our, th ritish imi asoadcr, h as now the 
matin, chair an . tlie Sub—0<m ... ssi. n t. tin. Dutch .b iba.rsa d r, .dr, 

Lcvink, chaimi-an oi the ittec n eta. a 1 Evidence, There as also 
r. . itson, assistai :• a- witish dm h r <-u the Gut—Co.. Ission, 

: - L - 1 p ' •*- n nn l-aivi i- ti '< a ha . ha t the- mrtunity r, f 

■ r’.in ;he '.m m a;i m. ' in i \ ; jju ieJ. 

1 l p i a. .e • .a. .e . 1 euii . v-t " -.1 ■ 1 le. . 1 . ; i er>. was - jir . ; s* 

; ' 11: p ’ ' I • ti nal . do -p , 

... n< .. ii. j. . • • q evi nc< f . vmr 

ori..Oe ••ii.se —.laoiir in man . ■ ci ilc, ■ serve as iiair n fficcr 
ct.a.jn ti. dub-de.. issii-r. 'b 
experience 'nd i^: . ,'til * -1 , 


'tin ■' . 'j. 1 < m d I'ilCe. in v-I sa 1 .> 

* 1 
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Dr. './ant: Hua-Ohong concluded by saying that what ’..-as decided here 
would not only seal the fate of the Nasi war criminals hut that of the 
Japanese war cri .inals as well. The same rules and principles should bo 
applied to war criraes in Durop.e and in ..si a. The Chinese Co Vermont 
attached the greatest in; ortance to the punishment of war crimes and was 
ready to do its utmost to oo-operate with the Var Crimes Commission and 
the Governments concerned, with the hope that when the var in the Pacific 
and the Par Sast was over every Japanese :nr criminal would be brought to 
book so that justice and humanity might ultimately prevail in the acrid. 


il, PACLI (Prance), sp caking in French, agreed that expedition v/as 
?. matter cf especial difficulty for France. The llpure of i,ll6 persons 
charged by the French national Office represented only a small proportion 
of the crimes coixdtted in Franco. No district or region of Franco .v/as 
without its record of crime. In a.pp roaohin ; their task they had laid the 
foundation of a service r hich would operate in regard to the Far Mast and 
Indo-Cloina. It was hoped to produce some dossiers to the Commission shortly. 

A central organisation drew up the charges and the results ef their in¬ 
vestigations wore sent to the Com ission in London. The re ional services 
in France were being re-organised. The investigation of criraes was dealt 
with by the public prosccutin • authorities who were assisted by the regional 
delegates. A prelieiinary enquiry was male before it \ns .ecidel whether to 
compile a dossier for transmission to London, The ublic proseouting 
authorities kept the dossiers up te late and forv/arded them to the 
military commanders of the different districts. It v/as they who decided 
whether there was " good ca.sc. The system operated under the guarantees of 
the French legal system and there v/as no question of an ad hoc lav/. .‘11 • 

the great principles of justice v...ro conserved and maintained, v/hich was » < 

a point he particularly v/ished to stress. 


lie entirely a reed v/ith what Hr. Kent had said about collective 
dossiers but unfortunately most of the cases wore individual. They had, 
however, anticipated the need and had drawn up same collective dossiers. 

He suggested that those documents should be added to what was already in 
existence in order to obtain an aggro gate dossier for each concentration camp. 
It \rxz unfortunate that a system cf exchanging information between the 
different National Offices did not exist but it appeared to him that 
that could be arranged through the London Com dssion. 


K. HA.1J2S (Luxembourg) asked - which eases we re to I® brought within 
the jurisdiction of the Luxembourg courts and which wore to bo dealt 
with by international jurisdiction as the athcring cf evidence appeared 
to Lepen.- on a solution ef that 4 uint. 

Tile CrLlRiL'J;, ir. reply, sail that if w case was one presented by a 
National Office to be dealt with under the tor...s of the A scew Declaration, 

* i 

the law of the nation concernc I -cull apply, for example, it might be 
the national lav; of Luxembourg, if the offence v/as com. nit ted during 
enemy occupation it might be hold that the ordinary lavs of Luxembourg 
•./ere not -d regated by the fact of . ccup atii n but •/.•ere merely inoperative 
and would be restored at the fc/Lxj ex liberation. That v/as one theory 
and the other v/as that the case coul be leal t ith according to 

international la , the customary lav of nations, Tlxat had. net been Vr 1 

precisely .••.final but there was a strong ten ncy to .adopt ws a basic 
for the centr'd part ef that law the ruins for ealing with the inhabitants 
of occu; .i territories to . iVun in the iv ue Convention 'of 1907 . 

The Co—iissiun was not in w.sitw.a t» .eoi ... such p ints but could act 
in an a.b/i:: ry ca. city. 
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21, L..JH3 (Pci mi-) that since his /rticnal Office v.a 3 formed 

ill lykj , they ha keen mainly on :a ;od in Aravin • U] resorts and 
eel lectin; \aterinl. Information had :oon smu pled to the- from Poland 
throu h the Under, round devement end thrcuch .any other ways* Their 
task was lifficult ;von no;: in viov f their ■: ein ■ avny fVca.i Poland, They 
had be;yun tc collect Material in Oer.mny itself ani people ;/ho 

had boon broupht to this country, m.ion ■ the char ye a they have been 
preparin ' there vxrc some which concerned the cruel methods adopted by the 
Cer-.ians by starvin.- the population of Poland, This was an indictment 
v/hich covered all the methods applied in the scheme which aimed at the 
complete anuiliilation of the pojulatien \.y starvation. It was their objeot 
to prepare new several charges in re -ora. to Pclish citizens who have been 
brought into Germany as slave-1aourers ani the particular difficulties 
iraposed on than by the German authorities. 


. Lt.-Col, liACDONf.LD (Canada) sai that he vis hod to support v/hnt had 
been said about the desirability of cotf!lishin;. ccoordination of 
information. The success of ~ny trial rr prosecution depended on the 
thoroughness of the _ ropar">tion of the case and the completeness of the evideo 
evidence 'is to uilt. The case as a f fee tin,: /injlc-aiericon nationals 
vas different from that of the occupies countries in that they were 
dealing with members of the Armed Forces, Until : .arch 15th the only means 
by which casco a joins t mm’era of the Aimed Forces v/ere investigated was 
throu-h the S.ii.A, 72, Court of Enquiry, That Court represented the 
ritish and American Armed Forces and, to some extent, the French -and Belgian, 

" hen cases cai .10 tc that Court affectin • a national of another country, 
it was a matter of rent ease to suv that co-operation ;/n.s achieved. 
Unfortunately by reason of the recent chan e in the method of’ investigation 
eaoh country vms no - ./ v/orkin,; on its own. The difficulty was that 
information of no particul'r significance to one country mi/ht came into 
its possession whereas the country most concerned know nothin'* about it 
and nc action v/as tak n. 


The ClUIdlAG sai.. that some central orranisation -a ht be established 
which mipht help in the peolin f information. It was really a matter for 
the National Offices t; consider. 

The Conference adjourne ■ at 5.40 v.m, until 10,50 g.m, 
the followin' day. 


oCd- 


tup: d c s 3 1 0 n 


Friday, fune 1st, t 10,30 a,a, 

FdOGEDUKS O'- km dr: a-t: d . d 

Dr. NKDELJrO’/IC (Yugoslavia), s; emin; in French, proposed that at the 
end of the Conference a joint resolution should e aopted which would 
inclu ",c all the measures -which the Conference ro or "Led 03 indispensable for 
attainiry the c .c.ion a jective. F r that par or,e, he sup osted that the differ¬ 
ent dvli -ations should tv msulatw '• res<'luti- n oint by oint, and that 
to war is the cnl f he • nferousc represent' ti*of each c untry should 
meet 1 ; 2 compile • int usol •... t j isgu$s&] at * tv ‘innl Sessi- -n. 

The Conference i.u 'h* t. L-. d 1 ■ ‘ , t - unani. .ous resolution. 


T!'« C! f.rriil'J mid that • ■ ■air 1 . n t at v es'd a ht ho truion 
on S' tur tay. It 1 ht inv I .v tin .. . p in the f- II- in. week 

‘or th< oial ■ • i. .• . i fcions hon in. 


/ 
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GENERAL SURVEY OF Tiiu JKSSSWT ACTIVITY OF THZ COM IS3I0N AND NATIONAL OFFICES 



Oolcncl ... McG. GOFF (U, S.A.) said that so far as the United States 
-/as concerned in relation to Europe, its situation v/as very different from 
that of aost of the other countries represented at the Conference, 
because it had had no territory v/hich had been invaded, and crimes against 
.'.mericans had fallen into two categories: (l) in prison canps, and ( 2 ) 
a few offences era/.'.itted in actual operations, ouch as misuse of the 
Red Cross emblem. During active operations not much could bo done to report 
centat offences, and American risoners of war had only just been liberated, 
and had been sent back at once tc their hones, so that reports had to 
bo collected fro//, all over th^ bread expanse of the United States, The 
statements of liberated ; risoners had had to be returned tc Zurope for 
investigation, and there had not yet been time, therefore, to present cases 
to the Con. lission. 






Several speakers the previous lay had spoken of the mar as being over, 
but Americans could not say that, and the vast armies they had brought to 
.Europe v/ore nr -,7 ’..in - trans; ortcxl to the Pacific, They ".’anted tc play 
thoir full part in the punishment of .Axis criminals in Europe, but the eyes 
of the American public were turned towards the Pacific, v/hcre heavy casualties 
-./ore being suffered. 


There were three categories of offenders in v/hich they were interested: 

(l) those ,/ho ccei it ted offences a rains t the citizens of individual nations in 
occupied territories; ( 2 ) the arch or key criminals; and ( 3 ) those mho were in 
char ;c of prisoners of war, and v/hose offences v/cre committed in Ger.aany. Under 
the Moscow Declaration, those in category (l) -would be returned to the 
country in v/hich the offence v/as committed. The United States v/as trying to 
do its ;art in dealing with those in category ( 2 ), and had appointed as 
Chief Counsel in the prosecution of key criminals Judge Jackson, a former 
Attorney General on I Justice of the Supreme Court, They welcomed the 
appointment of the Attorney General of the United Kingdom to join in that work. 
No decision had yet been taken re r ardin* the third category, but those 
responsible for offences arainst people detained in - risen canps v/ould b 
certainly be punished. 


In the Pacific American territory had been occupied an I had now been 
liberated. It v/as not yet possible t. present cases, but the organisation 
had been set up. They noted' with pleasure ha./ much had been done by the 
Chinese, in s;ite of the foot that their country hal been split in two by 
the invader and that they wore still ll ;htin - for their lives. 

Because the rated Status hal net yet filed any cases, it must hot be 
imagined that they would play lc 3 s than their full part. They would not 
consider that the job - .as done until every .ocis criminal, whatever his colour, 
had -ii the full . enalty Vr hia crimes. 


The CHAIM.IAN said that Colonel Gcff s statement had brought out the 
extraordinary complexity an . -world-vile extent of the problem. The dritish 
had rcat inter .-sts in the >’ar Eastern-/ar, Indian, United kingdom and 
Dominion tro. pa ,/ore fighting in Duma, ant would soon, ho hoped, be fighting 
in the Malay peninsula and oloeirhero, Th<- work of the Commission v.-ould 
not bo finished until aid m.tters relating no that great art m of land ml sea 
had been 3nti:ji' .etorily liquidated. 
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Lt, -Colonel J. V. HODGSON (U.S.A.), in presentin ' his paper on 
these sub jectsi 1. sail that the revious day Professor Paoli and other delegates 
Mentioned the desirability of exoh.an. In * and po< lin • information t etween 
the different National Offices, an 1 , bet’/eon the National Of:ices and the 
Commission. The Cc.v. .ission had teen lee; ly concerned ;/ith that problem 
for 3aae months. There were 16 National Offices, each Catherine 
information about war crimes and actin' independently, and none had complete 
liaison, an exchan ‘e of information mith any other. The Non dssion 
received information recently that one of the Amy Croup s in Germany had 
set up a bar Crimes Centro in which -/as recorded all the information 
'athered in its area, which './as made available to the representatives of 
each of the United Nations. 

His paper lid not tra "ny conclusions, but printed to the two 
problems v/ith which it le-it an ; r.sente . .r aments in favour of 
possible solutions of oneh. Different considerations wore involved in 
Europe, on the one hand, an the far East an' the Pacific, on the other. 

In Europe the time for pin.min- v/ao past, anl the time for action, and 
particularly for trial3, hnd arrived, so that it './.as dou’ t.ful whether 
there was time to set up central filcc for the t\ill recorlin • cf 
information, thouyh he did not say t! t it was inadvisable to do so. 

That did net lean that . 'her r.t s .’.hull n t .be tai:en to solve the 
problem, ~nd it was hoped to solve tb p roblen of polinE information 
so far a3 Europe -as concerned. 


In the Far bast an', the Pacific the war './as not over, an. there -was still 
time to set up recordin' ffices and t arranpe for mere dal.orate exchange 
of information botv/e n Governments. Even there, lx /ever, tine -.as short, and 
if effective stops vero to be taxon they should be taken at once. There 
as also the problem of the vast distances which separated the National 
Offices and which w al l separate then fro. l any central recordin' office 
which mi :ht be sot up.. 

Colonel brundape, in /as in char ••/ ■ ' the Executive Section of the 
United States National Office, 'mould lescribe the uniform system'of 
inlexin/' an 1 r.eordin /hie!.'/ » ein used in II,d. Offices throughout 
the v/orl l, JR.roon.aIly, he ii. v.. that t.ne • ' ion of some such 

systeu t/cull b . of benefi' t 11. 

Colonel NC Vu b '.N .‘DANE (h. .A.) -ai; that /hen the United States 
first had to ost elisli an Cffici. they er y,OOC idles fr ,. t the centre 
of action. They assumed that th. inf nation they /• uld et w ul 1 be 
fra i lentary an 1 com., f- m ■ larp. mi..; l/ of sources, ant that vorythinp 
which Ir i t.c ;■. with war crimes was important -anou-'h t> be recorded 
and indexed. They id m t Fo 1 it safe ti m .ly on the jui.'jiont f any 
particular person as to int /as ; i us crime, si that, from a slap- on 

the face to .urd.cr they felt that all tli< information slioul' be recorded, 
because U: sr ion N a M .ri. was ;.leans by which the respensilility 
f hi her art!, rity c. ul ' •• /!••.'disho ;. 


( ) .. . 11 . 


i 

i 
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Thuy had in mini ostablishin ; Offices all over the morld, 
possibly in places without electricity where Machinery could not 
be used, so that the urbanisation had to be simple; and they 
had finally adopted a filin 3ysten which they thought worked 
well. It was flexible, capable of ejq>ajrisicn, and enabled one 
to finl the document required. 

The first number of the file indicated the locality of the 
crime, the world Lein divided into sections for that purpose. 

The second number -.••as th number of the case-coming to the Office 
frcr.i that part of the world. Thus, if the number allotted 
to Germany wa 12, 12/10 ueant the tenth case co...inp to the 
Office involving a crime oo.-:J.tted in Germany, The routing clerk, 
if the document referred to a new case, rave it a new number. 

The document then went to a classifier, who cxa..inel it 
and indicate.. 1 y a series of nrks the cul; rit, the victim, the 
•itnesscs, any places that wore named, the dates, and any other 
important elements. The document then went to the recorder. 

There was an index, carl for every place, nano or other element 
narked by the classifier, d search -as made to see *.;hethcr any 
of those names wore already in the index card file. If Corporal 
dans Schultz had been involved in an in.-iiont, .a search was made of 
the index cards to See whether that was the first ti.e that his name 
had been aentionod in any paper in the Office, 

They also Ivad an abstract iViado of the document, and every 
looument "hich wont out was abstracted. If the State Department sent 
them information about . cas-., an abstract was made of that communication; 
one went into a file narked "State Department" and another into a 
file which - -as identified by the ase nu.iber, '/hen that communication 
was answered, an abstract "as also made of the answer; one cf the 
abstract c-’ris was \ ut in the file of the State Department and one 
un ier the case nu dor. frequently those cards ■..■ere examined without 
it Loin necessary tc refer tc the file, and that was one of their 
pur; uses. If they wanted to know what transactions they ha.’ had with 
the State Department, they no.- only look at the abstract cards to get 
the history of the entire correspondence. If an officer wanted to 
kncr r something about a case, ho need only go to the ab stract cards 
and ull them out by case number. 

They had :-.u. _le...ented that in tr • ays; (l) a statistical 
card, an (2) the use of .n A .s, Tnt.y ha '- a map department, and when 
there was evidence of a crime commit ted in any locality it was 
marked by a system f coded ins; e. •. for murder a red pin would 
be used, and for a hundred murders a ; in if a ifferent typo. 

It was dramatic to sc*.- those ins stretching across the lap, and 
then, by -otting information from dattie Intelligence, they might 
establish that the 17th Panzer Division had Leon in that 
territory. They know th n that r - . -ttern of crime had been 
established, and they mi ht I • a 1 tc establish the responsibility 
of a superior officer for those crimes, 
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The stati: ticnl c rd made it possible to go into detr.il merely by punch¬ 
ing tile sides f the c rd, The world -.3 divided into 69 sections and each 
section into 99 cords, sc tint by the c.ere punching of u hole they immediately 
established the locution of a crii.ic. There was space for the date, and the 
nature of Lhc offence was indicated,not by legal definition (the system had to 
be v/orked by clerical staff, not by trained lawyers) but on the modus coerandi 
system. The answer to the question, what was done? In connection with the 
card there was a work sheet, cn which the officer indicated what numbers were 
to be punched on the card. The card and the work sheet then went to a clerk 
■who punched the numbers without, perhaps, knowing their significance. There 
was a bracket indicating the status of the case in the office, 

J.f there was any indication on the file of tli» political or military 
affiliation of the accused, that was catered for by subdivisions running up 
to 599, so that,if the soldier of the 850th infantry Division 'was accused of 
committing a crime, the car'd could be s: punched is to indicate that the 850th 
Infantry Division was involved in that incident. There was also a space for 
the date, by month, the location of the .incident, and the nature of the 
offence. Offences were divided under various heads, e,g, offences against the 
person, and offence :• • s inst the person were subdivided into killing, sexual 
offences, cruelty, off.ncos - gainst family life, and so on, each of these being 
further subdivided, so that killing, for example, was subdivided into by direct 
action, by withholding the necessities of life, by exposure to operational 
hazards, and so on. The other major division was offences against property, 
which were subdivided in the same way. There was -Iso a division concerned with 
illegal .acts in operations, % such as illegal commencement of hostilities, misuse 
of the Red Cross emblem, non-oboervanci f conditions of armistice, and 30 on. 

If they had an inquiry as to whether there -were any cases involving the 
killing of American airmen in July, 1944, at Anzio by members of the 17th Panzer 
Division, theoretically' they could provide the information in five to tern 
minutes, and they could s.ay how many cases they had which involved sailors, 
marines, air crews, infantry and ss on, and when and where and what was the 
nature of the crimes. The information should be valuable for historical pur¬ 
poses, because any infomati: n desired could be readily obtained. 

They would be pleased to furnish anyone interested with manuals, or to 
send someone to a National Office to help tc instnl such a system, and he had 
some specimens which could be circulated. 

With regard to securing a uniform system, it was probably about six 
months too late to discuss that question, and it w :a very difficult to change 
over a system already established; but it was hoped that all the other U.S. 

War Crimes Offices would use the system. When they made out the punched carls 
they provided a copy for their European field ffice, and they hoped that that 
office would provide thorn with copies of their - , so that on a global basis they 
would accumulate all the information available with respect to war crimes, as 
far as the United States were concerned, 

With regard to the possibility of the Coimussiun being a central clearing 
house for information or. war crimes, t so through the files 01 ' the U.S, Office 
and make duplicate.?, and furnish all the information to the Commission would be 
very expensive and almost impossible, but there was urgent need for 3om«. sort 
of direct contact with the other i! .tional Offices, 

Tiie CHAIRMAN sug.s>.s.ted tii. t it might be practicable t- constitute a 
* clearing system not for individual crimes but for general categories uid methods 

and ideas. 

Colonel BRUiiDAGE : id it w m t des arable that irtf .uw.tiori of a general 
character on : current basis, s y in the form of a .monthly report, should be 
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made avilablc to the War Crimes Commission by each National Office, a 
summary of activity, but it would be- too much for the Commission to gather 
together everything which could be submitted by the National Offices and mpke p 4 
it available in a useful form. general summary from time to time might be 
both possible- and useful, and then, when there was more time for historical 
research, the files of the various National Office:' could be gathered together 
and pertinent information taken out. 

He would like, however, to see more direct contact between the Offices 
themselves. He would like representatives of any of the National Offices to 
come to the U.5, Office, and they would be given any information available on 
any person they suspected of being a war criminal. On the other hand, they 
would like to go to other National Offices to obtain, information on cases which 
were not complete. They would like to ask the French Office for any informa¬ 
tion about Corporal Hans Schultz, and that would be- better than going through 
the Commission to the French Office, 

He believed that there was need for an agency to keep a record of the 
trial and disposition of all war crime cases, on the lines of the Clerk of 
the Court's department in the United States, whore the place xo get any informa¬ 
tion about a case was the office of the Clerk of the Court, not the Court 
itself, all the information being sent there. Ho thought it would be a proper 
function for the Commission to perform comparable duties, so that when, for 
example, France tried cases a report would be- made to the Commission. It 
would then not be necessary to go to sixteen National Offices to find whether 
Corporal iians Schultz hud been tried and what had happened to him. If there 
were lesser sentences tnon death some body would have- to keep a record of them, 
and the prisoner might be entitled to certain credits, so that there should be 
a supervising agency to which people who were interested could go to find out * . ' 
what the position was. 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that that would mean that the Commission would 
require a large staff and adequate- premises, and it had always been short of 
both. 


Colonel BKUNDAGE agreed. 

Professor PAOLI (France), speaking in French, expressed his admiration 
for the very complete and scientific way in which the question was being dealt 
with in the- United States, and ns.id there would be general agreement on the 
principles, e lab or teu by Colonel Brundago, and on the need for a system of 
liaison -nd centralisation of information. There were many types of recording 
systems; in addition to that which had been described there was that, for 
example, used by the Anglo-American recording office in Paris, and he would 
like to know what relations it was felt should exist between the two. In 
view of the perfection to which the system described had been brought, it 
might be a good plan to graft it on to the central Anglo-American system which 
was already in being. 

As had been . aid, there wore cases where >nv National Office had parts 
of the evidence 'aid other National Offices had other parts. When a National 
Service had information which led it to suspect the guilt of a particular 
individual, it should transmit that evidence to - central organisation, so 
that each country could participate In building up the c-.3e. In that way the 
central recording office would nortforu the excellent work which the American S» 
system was now doing, t would be very 1.1‘ficult for the National Offices to 
adopt - uni fe.-ra system* isabo iyin-s 11 the technic- .J devices, available in America, 
and it would the ref n be better f.ir tire t'-.ck to be undertaken by single 
org-’JVi: -ti -n on v. higher level than the U-ti nal Offices. If e-ch country 
furni shed that cuntraJ sr:--jiiration with 11 the- l,.i' wt-.ti n which it 
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possessed, the central >rg-\nia ti.m could relieve tlic National Offices of 
much of the work. W1 tether the technical methods describe.; could bo adopted 
in tile organisation j»f the War Crimes Commission was t. technical question 
which required further.discussion, but a single system on the lines of that 
described could, he thought, be adopted. 

He could not agree that the National Offices should furnish periodical 
reports to the Commission; they were already overworked. He agreed, however, 
that the National Services should periodically inform the London organisation 
about the trials which it was to be hoped would shortly take place of war 
criminals before the National Courts. 

The CHAIRMAN said that Colonel Woodall would bo able to give some in¬ 
formation about the methods adopted at S.H.A.K.F., to which reference* had 
been made. 

Id.-Col. WOODALL (C-l Division, S.H.A.K.F.) said it might be of interest 
to describe what had been lone by the Central Registry in Paris, which was 
called "Crowcass", bee use it covered both war criminals and security suspects, 
S.H.A.K.F, had put on then the task, during the Supreme Commander's period of 
responsibility, of arresting and detaining war criminals, and it became evid¬ 
ent that to be able to give the information which might be required thi y would 
need a registry of some sort. They therefore devised a Central registry on 
the Hollerith system, divided into two parts, a Wanted section and a Detained 
section. That centr'd registry was concerned not sc much with crimes as with 
criminals, although naturally the crimes of which the criirin Is were accused 
appeared in it. 

They had had fr . many sources, and notably from the War Crimes Com¬ 
mission, lists of or*. into! war criminals, end those lists were put into the 
Wanted section, being put on cards which were punched t record a large number 
of things - the doscripti-n of the wanted nan, the description of the crime, 
the place where it was committed, and sc on. The whole German Amy had been 
coded, so that ny unit of the Army or any para-military or Nazi Party organ¬ 
isation could be punched on the cards. 

The Wanted section was more complete at the mo.Tent tnan the Detained 
section. The Army Groups and other organisations concerned had been very busy 
recently. They had detained i large number of criminals and of security sus¬ 
pects, regarding whom reports were gradually coming in. Those reports went 
into the Detained section, and .nether card was made out giving the description 
•and the pLa.ce where the non was detained, so tliat when inquiries were made the 
wheroabouts of .any criminal would be known. As they worked up the Detained 
section, whenever an inquiry earn in for a wanted war criminal or a new list 
came ini from the Commission, they would look at their Detained section to see 
whether they had got Ivin or them; if not, the name or name-a would go down on 
the- Wanted list. 

In addition t these two secti n. of carl indexing, they had the co- 
operation of the War Office an! the War DeP' rt ent in documenting every member 
of the German miy or para-military . rgonis.-'t : on who w s hell by the Anglo- 

American Forces throughout tile world. That night appe- r to be a very large- 

unde it king, but ’ j; tile long run it would be an ..c a y, because they would 

have a record f every single am in the German Amy .rid thus be able t j find 

anyone whs was wanted. Instead f bavin t send bulky wanted lists all over 
tile world, they woul hav*. the- roc or Is tin;., elvos. 

Tiiey luvl rs .1 the closest help fr. . the Frcnca authorities, There had 
been difficulty ir finding suitable uoc. .s.» i-ti.n and machinery, - 4 id their 
Ttate. t difficulty !.ad been lack >f c r'lc.r' t r. kr carls, but tln-y had 
found a gre- t le .1 f • icliinery and. stacks jf curls in Gcrmny, nd they were 
coning to P’o-is, 
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Ho lil not sup oot th r f the ,e is try v-s in its final for ». It 
still had not adequate ncca.:iclotion, ut it -'.a eivloyinp French Iris, ^ 
nnd the labour * rollon -..•as not a serious one. Mo was net prepared 
to say a t the lioment './hether it was the ri lit orpauisation to truce on the 
larver task of collectin • "11 the evidence - ho had not knci/n that that 
'/as ;oin to l.e discussed - but ho van sure that Colonel Pa< li was 
correct in knittinp the tv.ro together. He thou';ht that the Central 
Registry in hatever ’/as its final fom could /ell He the a *ency which 
would provide the central infer ration and put the .rational Of dices in 
touch adth each other. It would have on its records that Corporal 
Schultz v/o.3 / anted for c---laics in Bclpiun, Poland and Nor/ay, and it 
could tell the del dans that the Nerve inn Office had further inf creation 
about him, or could itself ' et in touch with that Office arid previ le the 
inf creation require . It v/ould supplement the work of the National 
Offices. 

d.s len • as S.H. A,E.F. was in existence, he would be dad to show 
anyone interested "hat the do pis try * as doin'. 

He said that the future ./as a natter for discussion, and './as a 
difficult problem. He lelt that the Me -istry should remain in Paris, 
v/hore it already posses oA a lar e a unt of machinery, "'rohably it -,/ould 
!jc a.roed that it ahoul ’ re main there, ’ ut under / hose aods he did not know* • 

M. do .7d (Bel iu. ), .3 Chairman of Committee Mo. 1, which re¬ 
ceive . the cases an. had to ecide what to do ith then put to Colonel 
oodall two of the difficulties /.ith which it was faced. First, there .:*ipl» « 

be a case -llich happened. cn - certain 'ate-at a German concentration camp, 
’•/here a puarA unkner. n, but in char e of a cow a.nio, lurdorecl a prisoner. 

If that ian wa3 j>ut on the list of unknewn people, ’/as there a chance that 
S.K.d. E. F. could e able to do somethin. about it? 


Sccon ly, there ..as the case of units, whether companies, battalions 
or divisions, 'which frequently chair ed tin ir personnel. For instance, the 
division D-s Moich sowied to have cc:.. litte.d atrocities in a lar e number of 
laces, but at ‘different dates; and he Hal hear ', that that division in 1942 
or 19 h-J 'A3 not corv osc d in at all the sane way as in October 19^». Vas 
there any chance of findin * hew that unit was con, ose at different dates, and 
eventually fixing the uilt for certain crimes on these responsible? 


Colonel './OODALL, dealin * with the first point, said it //as nuch acre 
•difficult when there vas nc emu., ut they ha.I receive 1 a very lnr^o mount 
of inf-- relation about sc. cvv a an’, about th. names of the wards at various 
dates, and fcheyi.i ht -c -■'•le tv ive the na .es of .-uards at different cv3 
t differ-ut dates. 

... .o ;P.dli said that in tint oas< it ..JL.-ht - orth .bile putting 
tlie case on the list as n- uiikn n -n -endin it t< Jeloncl "/oolall's 

r anisatioh. 


Colonel OCD.dLL vToed. If it /as ca p of . hieh they had records 
he said, .hey 1 lit •* le '• fin th. i.ian; other, io it "as almost 
in . ssid>le t< traoc un-enw/n j. lc, 












General do BAER: Yau would send the information to the unit oooupying the 
ccntroT ' It would not bo pigeon-holed? 

Colonel VOODALL: No- Y/o .mvc these imorsuation centres. Continuing, 'no 
said that the second question was more difficult, but they had made inquiries 
into the question of unit responsibility, aid they might bo able to produce so:.© 
information. In : II andos the composition of the formations changed rapidly, 
and the people in a unit who co:.a.iittod certain crimes night be quite different 
from those in it a month later. 

General do BAER said in had read that some units., ana especially SC. units, 
were being kept together at tin. rrs.ent aiud all tho names' taken do-.no, V/ould that 
1st long enough for some investigation to bo carried out before oho members wore 
c.is pursed? 

Colonel Y/OODALL replied that meet of the S.S. officers would not bo let out 
until it Iiad boon decided 7 'hat to do v.dah th-m. A groat nary of the other ranks 
of tho S. S. were also suspect, and there v:as little likelihood of their getting 
tvuay in a hurry. To get essential 7,-ork done some parts of the German Army wore 
being disbanded, but suspected people would not be let out. Units against which 
they had information v/ould not be disbanded. 

Professor PADLI (Prance), speaking in French, suggested it might be a 
good thing if the names of accused persons placed on List C by the London Caumis- 
sion were transmitted to the Registry in Paris, if that had not already boon 
done. The names wore those of persons against ./hen no positive proof had been 
adduced, and the Registry light be able to furnish the evidence which was lacking. . 

Colon.1 WOODALL pjointod ovt that they aero not an evidence-producing 
.gency; they merely recorde- the n-u .es which c'-.m to the.:., and he did not think 
that they could produce nroof of guilt. They might, ho-..ever, be able to indi¬ 
cate where relevuit iiifoa*..ation night be obtained, and say who else had boon 
investigatin', the cases in question. 

■ 

Dr. ZIVXOVIC (Yugoslavia) asked -whether the b.H.A.E.F. Office couton- 
plated tho possibility of sending out eviuejico of crimes concerning the indivi¬ 
duals of particular e-m. .tries to the Nation-.1 Offices of tho countries concerned. 

• 

Colonel Y/OODALL said that tlioy t once sent out ary information they had. 
They iiad had a good deal of inform tie .1 regarding prisenors of war camps from 
various sources, j> 1 whenever that -affected ary nationality other than their own 
they at once sent a copy to the country concerned. 

Dr. 2IVX0VIC '-sked to whom, inforx/.tion relating to Yugoslav prisoners in 
Gomary v/ould be sent. 

Colonel f/OODALL replied that he sent it to the Luropeon Allied Contact 
Section at S. 1I.A.E.F. 


Mr. KENT (United Kingdom) pointed out that in the "C" cases the diffi¬ 
culty was not as a rule proof of the cri/ to but identification. If someone said 
that when in a working party sent out from Stalag 20 B on a certain late he ,/as 
shot by one of several guards on duty there, could S.H. A.E.F. -vssist in the iden- 
tif ioatior ? Tho other mm who were theiv could not proviso names, because they 
had groat difficulty with woman, names. 

Colonel 7/00DALL said the only satisfact ry wiy vru to get holl of the 
other people in tint ccoaauio, which was difficult, because they had not records 
:.f those who wore in such and such a place at such an- such c time. It might be 
possible to gut n,.ios from the co/: vandant of the camp, if he could be found. 

There had not vet been time to go tiirough all mu. records received of prisoners 
of war camps in Lenaaiy. It voul.l be -/orth v/hile sending to "Crowcass" questions 

about such cases, 11 in . -.pirit of hope". 

Major PAD.iSfkOM (jurv/y) askou whether S.H.A.E.F. would hand over German 
v/a_r orir.iim.ls ,t the request ol' the prosecuting .uthoi-ity of a country, or only ii 
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the request ca .o thre u . h the ' r Criios !o .. ir.sicn, lit minted cut that the 
wAjority of the Germans v/hr had on. ..dtted ori os in Norway v/oro still in that 
country, an', had Leon taken ver '■ y S.H. A. 


Colonel "OQDALL re; iio.l tir t any facilities they ceull - ive they would 
ive, but the haivfin; over of prisoners held by the 7orce3 was a i'.atter of 
policy vdth which he cohld not leal. ; 


Dr. ZlVdOVIC (Yugoslavia), who 3aid his oksorvations would be confined 
to Europe, remarked that there './as general a moment on the need tc ir.vprove 
the exchan o and poolin' of infer: ation and. evidence remandin' war crimes. 

The Yugoslav dele.'ation believed that souotninp very oner -otic should be lone 
alcnp the lines proposed in Colonel Hod son's paper, not by croatin, a new 
body within the for Crimes Com iscion but by improvin'- the machinery v/hich 
the Commission already possessed in Colonel ado's central recordin' service, 
for the reasons iven in paragraphs a, b and c. °b pa w 2 of the paper 
under "principal reasons." 


In Yu ;osl'”ia durinp the war there had been two S.S. divisions, the Prins 
lupen and the Devil's livision. They wore both dia’.olic, and recruited mainly 
from the Volks leutsche, the German minorities livin. in Yugoslavia, They’were 
used mainly Cor punitive expeditions a - inst the population or a painst the 
unit 3 led ty mrshr.l Titc. All the Germans in those units had escaped from 
Yugoslavia, and 99 per cent, of the Volks lout sc he had left. The Yugoslavs 
were da l tc see them re., yet • "anted them back tc try then for the innumerable 
crimes they had committed. That was a typical case for a central recording 
office, because those two li visions operated also in other European 
countries. It was incorrect to say the Yugoslav authorities had. forced the 
Germans to pc av/ayj the Germans escaped bccauae they knew they wore . nil ty 
cf so many crimes. Their pro; erty had eon expropriated in view of the 
clear evidence of their milt. 


The .Ccmi scion had contemplated settin. • up a central inv«,*sti atinr offif , 
and it would ’ e a pood thin ; to return to that an see how it could be improved. 
Liaison between National Offices should be considered, and also liaison vdth the 
Russian Extraordinary State Commission for ar Crimes. It should be possible 
to formulate. in .clear ter :c ’hat should be done so that what was 3ot out in 
Colonel Hod.. sen's paper could bo carried cut for all the National Offices as 
well as the Commission, 


Lt,-Colonel OLDH.. i ( f ustralir.) expressed the deep appreciation of the 
Australian dele-ation of Colonel Rruncla *c?r a'.firess and said that something on 
the lines of the central recordin'- office of 3.H,... E. ?. in Paris should be set 
up for t!u- P'cific. ' : ’he cos:: usiticn cf the .Japanese Army presented ,-renter 
problems than the- Gcnivan, but something of that kind should be done, and the 
Ifni ted States wore in the best esition tc do it. 


The Australian procedur* for* placin' the names of Japanese war criminals 
on the list mas mere ron h and. ready than that ,-hich had been lescribed, 
but the ob ject had .-een tc act the na.ioo on the list s quickly as possible 
and com unicato them to the voricus Zone Com cinders- in the vast Pacific area. 
His Government had a- oin tel an a 1 - jud.-e tc investigate ’. ar crimes startin ' 
\.ith Nev.' Guinea an. that ju ;e had ' eon assist.©.! by the American Branch Office 
at Brisbane an ! had 'resented th< cases in Loiv'bn, ' They had now b> on 
istributel to the various Zone 0cmAtk.i-rs ' ith the object of oatchinp as 
.. any of the Japanese named s possible. The nvu.il r oau ;ht mi ht be very small, 
and there must e no iol’ v. There- had been unavoidable lelays in the 
European theatre, but th.ey Caul ju. *. ad'or ! *• 
the P-cilie. A’isi.rmtia and the .therl ails 
«"n ends if they a it ; ted the sa ■ elaborate 
therefore effect should be 'iven as quickly 
: runda. ;e'3 su .stien fur a close <n:ch r i e 
'"tional i f lees cone,rno. ith th Paci.fi' 


:< move at the sane -ee in 
• mid ranee mi ht. lefent their ( 
system as the Americans, aid 
ossible to Cclonol 
f infrr -tin between the 
\r an' the U.d, ! tional Office, 


Liaison officers sin ul 1 sent ts 

he I oil, ■ at 

!.- vt • liois i ■ - 1 i; 1 • lia, 


a chi. ' :i 'n Austrail’ n in t:i . , 

S 3, ah. he nito St t a sb< 


"’h-. .i-."b could be 'mu. 


’ y li ..in ! r the . .... « r the 

-shiii't' i dm. t.p ini' r ti>-n 


'ill J" O'' -• 

ai ■ 1 e. 


xn 


r!: an ! y 


dficiently 
U lb'll! 
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Go.'. nnfer TC. (betlierlanls) •*. reed with Colonel 01 harm that ’hllc. 
thorn \r.c nt - - in vur.;^ t st^rt the roc or in oyste..., therv was still 
ti ; in the noific. , 


..s o. 1 by the 3h' Ir An • thsr them was a a - •.'".to Hcthorlnnds rational 
Office V( v the l cifio, h: sni ' that the mutch -.’.’.•nsr-.-lcr at Chun.-kin?; 
van the : other!andm ielc Ate on the Jhun kind Sub-Ccu. lission. 


ith re nrd to the 3urc; o-.n theatre, if the. nr Crimes" Canission v/ore to 
‘ u :,\r ,Lc n oloarin*; office for .nr cri.cs in enoral, sothat information 
could 1 e j: '•! ah ;u I i otveon National rf ices via the Commission, it -./cull 
have tc set up an i.. wise amount f ..irohinery. He thou ht the only lorical 
scluti n as to • sic the H.II.A. R.F. Office in Paris to do thr.t -ork for the 
Coumission, if they could record nil the mterir.l .made available Vy the 
Go:.v.iisoion, ■ ri then any question rut y nny National Office could be 
answered vin the ar Ori’ies Cc;;. ilssion by the P-ris Office of 3,11..., .2. 


Hr, K2KT (Unitpd 'in lo }, cc.. en in.- on Colonel Bruno a -s’3 doubt ns 
to ‘ifhether it -.'ns not si- ..onths too Into to think of adopting n unife-m / 
system, said tlr t non ho took char o enrly in 19d5 for the Treasury 
Solicitor of the no’dy-f r .cl section denlin with war crimes he devised what 
he thou lit ns a 3" tin factory system of recordin’’ under the three eno..y 
nationalities, demon, It r li an nnd Japanese. The cajcd system he '.ovisecl vas 
bnsod on frur cords for each cone, under noiO of accused, none of victim., 
place and crime. Takin. • the ,nsic incident quo tod by Colonel Brundare 
a ,s an illustration, he would lock it up under Ansio and then see whore the 
information was to ] o found, *»nr cul l reduce substantially the sane 
result as in die .dspr.can system. It ns t c Into for theca to altor their 
sy.nt.... in their :. r - tional Office, dvory office had developed a system to suit 
its own requirements, aid coul not without r..at difficulty adopt the 
..r.ericnn systo . If, hewover, nny central organisation as started for 
• "elin infer., ation, the ocsi’ ility of its loption ' ere would no doubt 
be examined, - % 


On the quo tion of poolin ’ informatirn, he id net th nk that there "as 
sufficient ap rociation of the amount f contact .hich had in fact taken place 
between the I. tional Offices durin the past two years. It had eon perhaps 
some..'hat casual contact, 1 u they.had Lone their ' cat tc be of .mutual 
assistance. He had ' chirid hi: the military Intelli -once Section of the .'or 
Office and the s reicn Office and other or -animations, an. he had at tires 
’eon provide I ,1th a -cod deal of infornti on in ’hich other nations ’ere 
interested, ana had passed it n to the; . They had at ti igs helped hiii 
in the s-x.ie * ay. It was necessary t r taro thin is as they were an try to 
i iprove thi . i.uch coul’ ’ e i n y personal contacts, 

<e had not the si io is ivin s • s her s’eakors about the situation 
iri '.sia. '•’he citizens of cry t\: Allied nations were involved. In Japan and 
occupio-l CJhina there ere wanly i.itol States n‘ ritish citisons. In 
'ion '.on 1 !:h^y .nr . ctly ;rit.imh, n in f lava -mid ,.ur /• almost entirely 

British} in anile •• • ni*e at ly Ini tod itates, ith son© -ritish, 

and in the i.'otherlan . Kast Indies 1 n rl. nil were laitch. In the ", 
pacific there ’..vr- Australian, 'iev.* deal-'iml, ritish '■nd fnite i States 
citisons, the nily case • 1 .re there’..’oro four nationalities. The N .tional 
'ib ices s. i those . liens • ml. \.t to 'other an • rk out a soke. e. In tliat 
ct iiuectioii, ,b. Tent • • rb bnc y :hin>' must net i . for ’otten. 


"ol 


. - ' lone] 
s n's a or 


\bm'..I. (Cn. ) refer re l tc ti.. su i sti n in Oolonol 
t.v.t .wtmonal ffic.s . i. i] : have attached t. • act. other liaison 


'ice r , a mi tiiat in vie 
niy i” otio Is Lon, lo un erst 
‘die sottin ’ u f inf r ati>. r .'entree 


i. >e factor that see e t. bo the 
, hr. over, that 3,I!f, . . had .ircctol 
l*i. the .: iricar. ' rov r in fer iany 


in the vicinity ■ v 1 th fr ly Crouj . . , 
P re '• ih ■ j it -dd i . 1 ■ 

• , : taoi n .1 

these t ' ini’, r - b.ntr- s h . 


-ii. ith respe t 1 th-. ritish 

the sc liaisor ffio» ra 
t.i. ti< 1 1 ffioer ut alsc t. 
•.r, mt u; an t. '0ror.cnns". 




’• :- _ _ . _£ __ a_'.l n, / 


until 2,../o 
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? 0 U 3 T K SESSION 


Fri .ay. June lot. at 2,30 p.n. 


BST.-oLISH.JlT AND 0? A CId^H..L IdtCOIdDING OFFICE 

:nd pooling of infcpjl.tion pit an cstiss. 


ESTABLISH! edNT OF A UNIFCVa.? INDEXING .SYSTdH AND USB OF 
UKIFOHw ilACHIJE SECONDS. 


( Continuation of discussion ) 


M. LACHS (Poland) sail that it had Loon quite ri .htly poihted out 
that the rcccr Inc system adopted by the various National Offices could 
hardly do chanpcd not that they were so advanced in theii' ork, The real 
point of Colonel Hod: son's proposals v/ns the need for estai liohin closer 
co-operation and liaison bety/uen tne National Offices and the far Crimes 
Qc. mission, It was clear that evin to na33 .uover.ients of the populations 
and of the :.iova.ients of the criminals themselves, collaboration between 
the Ofilccs of the vori us countries was essential. Ho had often 
discovered oases */ith which lie could not prooeed because a link in. the 
evidence was nissinp. It was ’possible that such links would be in the 
possession of none other National Office or in the records of the Comission, 
As examples of that, he could quote the cases of Hans Frank and of Framer. 

The latter had been in char-c of a h -1 Ian cv.p and of one in Poland v/hilo 
later he was transferred to Belsen. 

They had heard that a rent leal of • :ork had been carried out by 
S.H....2.F. He theu ht it would Ho . ioct advisable, in order to co-ordinate 
the ■ 'or!:, that a sub-section should be established by the Comission to 
.•hich cases ooul l be referred in -.'hich the National Offices felt that they 
could not overcome their difficulties in obtainin ■ the necessary information 
for a complete indict sent. That sub-section could establish contact 
with the National Offices and 1th J3.H. .. 2.F, who ni ht have the information 
required. Such a systew would not only li hten the ’ urden both of the 
National Offices and the Commission but would enable thou to complete their 
cases satisfactorily. They had heard that it was possible to obtain 
pood information on the identity of certain criminals. Tlitre had, however, 
been difficulty in estad dishin • the identity of Cccmandors of Divisions 
or of Ga i.land.ants of prisunor-of-vnr camps, Useful and productive work 
ccul 1 be done in that direction. 

The OH Jd-dKAN sad. that on the last int raised by M. Lachs the 
Go: ittec of the National Officers which was yoin- - to prepare a series 
of practical :su • cations w uld no loud t include a proposal on that sui jeot. 


Hr, 7.JJ0 HUA-C? T 2N0 (China) a reel with the statements wade by the 
d.crioan dele a. tion on the .differences between conations in Europo, 
and the Far . P st and the Pacific, ..s th- varidus- National Offices already 
had their own systems and as the 0 ... mission did not ap.ear to be in a 
position to in -ose its authority upon the ..rider States, the dost way 
to lisrose of the alter uoaiud to . o d circul-tc to all Offices the 
merican method of reoor in - an in lord n . possibly in a simplified form, 
so that '.hey nay all ha\w the benefit of d. arican experience, 

;a tc the pc- lin • . f information in reward to the «*ir ’vast an the 
Pacific they wcul realise that . .any J n anese trocr s no-, fiphtinw in 
r.e Pacific had been transferred there frsr.i China nd that the reverse 
as •'Iso the case. ‘Iyer since the war roke out in Cldna the Chinese 
. overni.icnt hc/l.wai i a '.it deal of attention tc the nova aunts of 
J". ' riesc troops. 


The f . l _J. r in uirol he. .any troops the: Jr.;anusc nr *.' had 
under nr.is. 

discount "X L..; (Unite! in do.) sri! that he understood that 
5,000,i 00 wa. n aqproxi ate .1 uro. 

Mr. L'G HUA-GfiINC-, continuin , said that Chinn. was interested 
in cc-epcratin "ith ether Govern lents as a lar e number of Chinese 
citizens ’./ere scat tore * over the places in which the Pacific war './as bcinp 
fou ;ht. 

The Chinese Government had ecidod u• on a policy of subruittinp 
Japanese cases tc the suh-Cc.: .iscion in Chunpkin.- in the first instance 
’ eenuso that sub-Com ’.iasicn as nearer to the theatre of v/nr. It was 
easier to obtain evidence an! there was easier access to other sources 
of information. It .was hoped that sone other Governments involved in 
the Pacific nr m ould find it advisable to act alcir* the sane lines. 


iiari-cp of da/linc: r: ,; : f:. got;: mud c- i i.es ,.g .inst 
NAT ion: LG OP SEVMb NATIONS. 


Vi8count FINLAY (United Tinpdon), in ;resentin ' his paper on this 
subject Cl) said that the peculiarity of the subject -./as that it appeared, 
in contrast to other natters .'hich they had 1 cen liscussin: - , not to concern 
the Natipnal Offices, flavin re ard to the history of the natter it wipht 
not he found necessary to discuss it at any Teat length. 


Dr. T. CYB1IAN (Poland) said that he did not see any 'os3ibility 
of difficulty arisin iVcr.i two countries askin ' for the sane criminal. 

The natter would probably be settled in a .iplouatic wanner just aa every 
ether i.iattcr of extradition was settled. The importance of the subject 
lay not in the fact that two countries ni*ht ask for the sane crininal, but 
in the question ..hich ci’i. duals should be handed over and which should be 
tried by the international military court. That was a political natter 
and in his opinion the Commission was*net concerned "ith it. 


Lt.-Colonel OLDJL'J.i (Australia) said ho was still not olear What acticn 
shculbe taken. The attention cl 1 the prinei al Governments had been drawn 
to the matter and it was a problem hich must affect the National Offices, 

By raisin. - the matter ith the principal Governments, the Commission v/as 
bravin' thoir attention tc a practical problem. It had not been resolved 
on a political level an . he thou 'ht tha t it -./.as riqht that the Conference should 
brin;: the question forward a rain. The matter would not pur.it of flirt her 
delay in the months ahead and he hoped Loral Finlay ’would ivc his views as 
to how the problem should be tackled. 


Viscount FINLAY (United fin da..), in reply, su ; ested that they 
:i ht each call the attention of their Governments to the utter and say 
that it wap one /hich required a solution. It v/as a ;olitical matter 
and one on wldch they r.d ht invite their 0 vernmonts to consider so far 
as they thought it necessary. Ho was authorised to say that it v/as under 
the consideration of the British Government which was prepared to 
can unicate .ith other Governments on the subject. In view of the fate 
which overtook their former effort he thou ht it v/as bettor not to attempt 
a solution but tc leave it tc the Governments, 

Mr. iJf: U.,-CiiNNG (China) sail that China had not quite made up its 
ind on he matter ’ ut felt that certain principles could bo followed, 

'.’hich Government 'was tc dvpr: the first chance tc try and punish 
a ordinal? They : d ht. find ut r brst of all in /hich country the crime 
ce:i.: it tel ’ as the mat serious ■ n then that - un try ''oul 1 have the prior 
ri ht tc trial. A mlutiv n t the r Me: : i ht also le reached by Icoi.in 
which Gentry oral’ ; rc .wee th* est ' itneoser n >. vi lence. Another me tried 
d.'ht bo that ‘he ooui.trv zhieh first r pjestod a cri inal should have the 
ri lit tc try .i ., "lie C. ru'er-....cc i ht c alio to fin' ,other standards 
tc '■•b’pt ut; he felt th-' t anythin ■ /hich as a tu .1 u- n • eull bo a coopt a', le 
to he Ilunese lo.l. -ati n. 


(1) ' .‘killicx llli 
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I'.n jor PI t. Cl : (Norway) »:d0 that it i ht It considered that 
it would be more practical to try the cri anal a in the country in which 
the crime had been a .ittod. as it voul . o easier to call the adtnosses. 

I'hc Yugoslav Office I inf. sent in chcr os ocncornin some of its countrymen f ♦ 
t/ho \k >re in concentration camps in Nor ay, hut the Norwe ian National 
Of fice hal also framed oharpes a. "dust the same Germans as they l.dehcd 
to try the. , in Nor'ay. 

K. de LVloR (Bel tun) sai th"t the ..fitter •./as of practical interest 
' ecause the "Aar Grimes Con ission nipht find that a cridnal had camitted 
orimes in . number of countries. Viscount Finlay envisaged the 
possibility that the decision . d -ht be made by the military authorities, 
lie wished to hoar the vie. s of the National Offices on that point. 

The N-tional Offices possessed only a list of names and lid not know if 
a cri .inal had murdered one an in one country and several thousand in 
■another. It seemed to him that it was for the ar Crimes Commission to 
judro -as that v.r.s the or.-ania/.tion in which "11 the documents wore 
centralised. He -fas very in:orestel in the au cstions made by the 
Chinese dele ate but in all tin methods ho had .1 scribed, on what /rounds 
could the military authority make a .ocision other than those based on 
the a thority of the ’ ar Crimes Cccxdssiorr? 

Professor P DLI (Franco), spook in in French, sax that they 
-.■ore faced -ith t./c problems. The first concerned which country 
or countries ;e. landed, lei ivory of a particular "ar cri;..inal. He mi -ht 
have ccnmittci cri os in sevcr : 'l countries r.nrl possibly four or five 
of them voul . ask for him to be handed e ver. It was necessary to know 
.which countries '..'ere maJcin the d ../.and an it appeared to him that only a 
central or anisation could have that information. 

• I 

The soccnd pro 1 len •..■•as te anew Ir which country the criminal should 
bo hauled. There amain it appeared that some central organisation previ led 
by, or established 1 y ' he Qoudssion, xuld bo in .a position to ivc a 
decision. In the case where a criminal was demonled by several countries 
a number of criteria ui ht ' e applied for vliich a definition was required. 

That Lcfiniti .n could only be -iven by a body of a general character. 

If they considers’ the afferent criteria they mi -ht t/Jcc first of all, 
that of possession. The criiinal /ii ht • e located in the country which 
was aakin • for hi' lelivory, and n that case the ri ht of possession 
i.ii ht prevail over all other considerations. Secondly, the criminal nifht 
not ’ o sit mated in any of the countries which Icm.nndou hi,;.. Transport . 
difficulties i ht "Iso arise and it r.ii -ht be decided to hand the criminal 
over tc tile nearest country concerned. There- /as also the question cf 
ap rcciation of the -ravity of the crime and that mipht be a reason 
for delivcvin the criminal to the country ./here the crime carried the 
heaviest ounity. In that case possession ou. ht not to outwoiph 
that tor. important conside at. n. 

Co:., .ander iiPir.'/'l (Netherlands) , rouin /ith Viscount Finlay, 
said that it •./as posnil 1 that there was a ,nt different in the vlue 
cf evi b.noe '-et/.e-n the cl aims of two countries, One country mi ht 
have far more 1 at- proof a 'instp .an ti. n >v tl.er. The only 
practical elution to the qtic ti-n fn/hat action the Military authorities 
.i .n, ' -'Jo; hould Hffarent a untries ask for a particular cri; inal in 
Ger. '"n.v as th t either international or dlitnry courts ! ul d meal 
it i the at ter. The countries askin’ dr the cri inal would net deal 
ith sue ft '• pro' Ion • n the case o.ul ; a r u ht tc an international 
or a military court. 
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"’he Ci .1 ui a3i:e v/hr.t would hap;; en if the i.iilit«ry authorities 
..'hi had a cri inal in their oust. iy refused tc deni ith hi.. because 
ho came under the te*- s cf the I- scow i)eol"ration, Suppose, in that 
case, tlrri two countries claimed the cri: inal, How v/as that problem to 
be solved? Should the military auth rities have special jurisdiction? 

He did not new if the military uthorities would be bound to obey the 
fiat of any ; articular Government. 

Bri.aalier SKAPCOTF (United Kin-alcm) sail that the question vas 
under discussion and he thought that they should leave it at that. The 
natter \.'as 1 ein ; explored on the hi host levels, He believed that 
in practice it would work out satisfactorily, Ke understood that there 
was an organisation comprisin': representatives of all Allies at S.H.A.2.P. 
to which problems of that nature coul..., if necessary, be submitted. 

Ho did not kner. how lonp th"t organisation would continue to exist, 

Lt,-Colonel HODGSON (U,S,A.), in reply to a question, said that the 
military -authorities were confronted with a number of difficult situ at' - as. 
There '..'as, for instance, the rovin; original, the an in the Gestapo who 
had yone from country to country com...it tin. • crimes. To which country 
should such -a criminal be surrendered? There ’./as also the case of the 
crit.ri.noJ. whose activities had been confined to enemy territory, such as 
Germany, his crimes havin, boon co.y.itted a/ainst the nationals of a 
number of oountrics. He v/c.o not referring to the major criminals but to 
the type of van ”hc had committed orit.ics a. ;ainst .any people on a lower 
level, as, for example, the case of commandants of concentration camp;s. 

The most difficult case was that cf the man who v/as not crdinaxrily considered 
a major war orininal but • ho hile heldinp a key position in the 
-.overmen t of an occupied territory had carried out war or lies as a part of 
a policy dictated in Berlin, There was, for instance, the type of 
criminal responsible for the administration of the oocupyin - government 
in the Netherlands, That 'van v/oull be demanded by the Netherlands but he 
•/as -Iso responsible for crimes, say, in YU -oslavia. Ho considered that it 
was in that type of case that the Conference should direct its closest 
attention as it was the type in 'which there was likely to be the maximum 
amount cf dispute, 

• 

The CHAI-. AN said that in the case of r.jor cri. inal in a key 
position it vas proposed tc eotrilish a military court to try the man. 

Under the tor vs of the Moscow Declaration .and the rules of international 
law would a particular nation l ave any ri -ht to request delivery of the 
criminal to them? '.Vculd not the military authorities be entitled tc keep 
the cri rinal and try him? The military mi ht have in their custody 
a man accused of crimes in lifferont countries each of whom up; arently 
had an equal ri lit to try him, -'hat -ould happen then? 

Colonel '/OCD.JjI. (G-l Division, S,H.. k .E.I'\ ) :-'-io that there lib not 
exist at S.H.A.E.f. any cr- anisati n such as that tc which iri.;adior 
Shapcott hal referred but there './ore bi -roup3 v/lrich vrere investi ;atin • 
cri. ;os, The question, el the el ims of a country tc ■ c -iminal who had 
ccoiiittof. a crime in another country v.ns beyond their scope. It v/as 
a writer on which'they would have to lr ve alliance. 

Viscount FINLAY (United Kin. dom) ; .i bleat the answer tc that particular 
pro! lor: was that the writer ul have t< • >• settled < n a diplomatic 

level. 

The GiltUm/dJ,' avil that th t .appearu- t> e th acluti- a, ut 
supposin the parties wore i purvioua to liplom .tio pro.- urc? 

M, U/.'V.'IN (France), spookin ' in French, sai l th t it foJ Loved 
from v.-hat /iscount ’inl y .ad sail that the Cc .irissa n had m : iv/or to 
iecilc. the question ..ut c ul . « nly e.w ino the different c- nsi /rations, 
ithin that sphere they ha. r perfe.-t ri ht tc .incur t: itt*.-r r. tf 

."ke su wsti ns Iri'ch c ul. e .m’ . it bed t Me. vm'i.ua ' veari ents. 
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There .ore th i-ee" typos of cr.se t consider. First, the v&r 
cridnal v.ho vas • lroc y in enemy occupied territory; second, the var 
criminal situ-'.te . in cno or other of the '.Hied countries, anti third, 
the ’..or criminal he ns in a neutral country, 

» * tl 

In the first case it appeared tc. hi”, that the authority • Governing 
Germany ’ ould have to receive' the demands male for the Original, If he 
wore a major crl anal he would pro’ ' ,1 ly 1 e kept in Germany and would do 
tried Ly '..'hiehever court or tri’ unal the ..Ilies lecided to employ. 

There nipht o the ease of a an in the Gostapo '.’ho had committed era ios 
in sever'd countries, Ke submitted that the 1 est solution’there would 
be tc leave the cri anal in Germany rather than to send him on a tour cf 
the countries in which he had com. it to l crimes. 

In the second ease, whore the Governr.ent in possession of the original 
receive.-. a number of requests for the cri .inal fro:’ different .dlied 
countries they .not bear in mind wlr.t Viscount Finlay had sail. It vas then 
a matter of criteria. Even if -.articular Governments wore net prepared 
to conclude an intern ticnal convention there r.ii ht Lo a, roc-ment etv.'eon 
the different National Offices, They nipht a -roe as tc" the conditions 
on .hich they v.’buld ’ e prepared to hand over a cri.iin.ol from one country 
to another, 

I , # 

In the third case, demands :.aipht bo -lade for the extradition of a man 
who had committed crimes unler the ordinary la’..’. In that case it vas 
clearly the otli ation of the neutral country to hand hi.i over. Even so, 
it v/cull be better if the Governments interested coull a roc so that the 
neutral country votil 1 realise that the demand for the delivery of the 
c ’i-.inol vas su; t erted by the united body of dllico and net by individual, 
sep arate Governments. He oonsid red that the Com.issicn should decide which 
country /as 1 est situated for puttinp for./ard a bxiand and then united 
support could be -iven to the demand in order to arrive at a practical 
solution. 

Dr, B.jRTGS (Yugoslavia), sp.akinp in French, said that the question 
before the Conf.rcnco ’vas entirely practical. They had tc find, in the end, 
sane - ay of harmin ' ver the ori .inals to justice. It v/culd be desirable, 
if it v,-ore possible-, to arrive ~t a oontractual solution but as that could 
not ’ e .lone they hod to find a path ’ y* applying certain criteria. One 
proposal v/as that they 3heuld hand over the criminal to the country which had 
suffered the reatest injustice. That appca.ro 1 to him to be the 
.-overrun - consideration. 

They had to ifforuntiate beti/ocn different cories of orinen. 

In the first c n te -ory he would place mass cri..e-s, then these V/hich liad 
the reatest international oonsoqqonou anl thirdly, those cri.ie3 for x/hich 
the penalty v/as ietor..dried by the nature of the crime, In the fourth 
place there* v/as the question of priority cf iata otv/Oon cri-les of equal 
privity. He thou’ht it vcul 1 ’ o desirable to have an extradition chador 
workinp olcn-si le the wr dri ves ;oj.i .ission. The authority /hich v/as to 
make the- final decision * cul l have to ornsi lei- all l:h. factors ho had 
mentioned, 

Visocunt FII.-LilY (doited binfdcm) .1 1 Ir.t t!.jy had been tell 

that discussion on the ruestion ’.as ta in 1 c m very hi *h level. 

Seme tile ape tl'.ey ut for ar ' I ir‘ a solution. That failed tc 
find acceptance and he su e'ote- that it ii ht ' o ' otter that they should 
not, at the present . merit, • tto . t ' repoun" • solution. 

The dnp.r.t.b sip' usto i Uv t. • sad My tiv .< scow '-eel .ration w.o 
the ili host i ‘ vel in’/' Lved, 
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It. L..OKS (Poland) said that in concoction v/ith extradition the 
question of claim ....... 1 y severol States concernin' the same criminal 

deed. './as worth cc.nsid.erin - . They ’./ore nil aware that the present 
state of international lav/ - caused mny conflicts, ..in p to the lock 
of codification, In ; rinciple, extradition depended upon treaties 
hut net all the questions -.are covered ’ y treaties. He thou -ht that the 
question should ’ e considered, apart from the existence or non-cxistcnce 
of extradition treaties. 

The C!i*.I8Lj\ T pointed out that a decision *ould have to he arrived at 
aaiyhov if there- v/as an irrcccncilad lc dispute do-tireon two States, If 
the accused ..inn was in the territory of State and State "B" demanded 
hi.;, the fonder nir:ht insist on its ri ht of trial, 

M, L.1CHS (Poland) admitted that the case cited by tlx. Chairman would 
present difficulty, but difficulty mi ht also arise '..here the wanted 
criminal was on German territory and. ’./as claimed fer his deeds by two 
or more States, 

The CILlLl'e'Ji sup os ted that in tint ease, possession ii ht be nine 
points of the law, 

h. L.CHS, continuin , s-i the cpxestion as thr.t to which atte-ntion 
had been .drav/n .y General dc Baer, namely ’whether the military authorities 
should be the oci.lin • ’ oly. Ho sup csted that both the- question of 
extradition for consecutive crimes committed by the some individual 
and that of extradition ./here several States put forward a claim, coxae 
aithin the scope of the Commission' s -cork. 

The CIL.Idi'J'J said he did not think that anyone had gup ested that 
the Co.mission had any powers of decision, 

ii. L..CHS, in reply, said that lie thou ht they mi *ht use the 
opportunity of the resencc of so many ropirosentativcs of the IJ-tional 
Offices to come to an a ’reer.ient and that they could then make rep/re sen tat ions 
to their Governments. 

The Cildli'LJi said that no doubt tto. N'tional Offices would debate 
the question ai/.onp themselves and -/oul pro uce proposals. The.Conference 
v/as merely asked to consider the matter, which it had done. 


CQ-ppE:p.'dicK -bT.-s :.wlo.:x o • i..... did ^ .1 :::z 

CGiB iSSION OK PREP-mdEiG CRbdGES .dO/.LdST Pi. Id .T iifd 


Indicted* 


li, do .dZR (pel *iur.), in presentin' - his '•per on this sul joct ^ 
said that his object was to /Ira-/ ' ttention tu a - ap> throu h wliich some of 
the criminals mi ht eoc r p o punishment. lieforencc had 1 eon r.iado to a certain 
class of criminal, the bay-men - he • ere not quite at the he-ad of »f fairs. 

He referred mainly to those bertnan Government and P~rty officials who had 
either framed the policy ■ orlere that crimes should d o ccm.ittod. 

It was in respect of 4 hat class cf p erson on which the Com .ision had some 
mis ivin s. 


The infoi'.iatio.i iven in t part of Ids paper -hi di dealt • with 
the i.i osition of punish .ent United Nations ’..•as a little out of 

.date, ’here as no leu: t that in the ens- of such , arsons as Hi tler, 
Goerinr, and Gee: els tker ■-■3 already - sufficient ’ -sis on wliich to 
lr n - them. The particular type to -.ridel 1 , hi -as ru fori-in • was the 
intermediate class in resp ect f which the pu' lie - no n. t c fully 
infi r .0 d. 


(l' Annex TV, 


j 
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On the point that it \.xs. essential to . :«ke the eh: rgea as precise 
as possible, th. need ccull be illustrated by the cases ooncernlnc 
concentration coups, In the early lays the Con ission received oases, at 
a time when c* untries were still occupies?, by Gcranny, in i hich atrocitie's in 
comps were cited by a sin.de witness, Lr.tor noro evidence was obtained ? i 

and. they v/ore able* to indict the whole st iff of the camp, Still later 
they found out who was res onsible* for the policy and new they v/ero in 
-ossossicn of the noi.ieo of the key-men ho caul 1 ’c char e They also 
knew the names of doctors who had or lore I the dissection of live persons 
and who had been responsible for experiments on human ein -o. In 
Sui.iiary of Information No, 22 details were presented concisely in regard 
to such natters as forced lab ur, depredations, the mobilisation of 
foreign \ro rkers, the confiscation of property^ the To It organisation, the 
removal of foodstuffs, the discriminatory policy a ainst the Tears, 
atrocities in concentration camps and prisoner-of-war comps, the 
imposition of German nationality on del ions, forced movements of populations, 
the economic plunder of ocoupio l territories and the barbarous treatment 
of foreign workers and their children, .1 survey had been made in respect 
of all those crimes, of those v/ho were responsible for thorn — not only 
these at the top but those in intermediate positions. It was hoped that 
more use would be made by the I ationd. OiYiees of the Suimarios of 
Information circulated by the Ccnnisrion. 


’The Conference aJ..jcurned at 4»I ' b until 10,yC a,.., the 

ft llowi.i ■ day. 


—-oOt-—- 


FIFTH j E S 3 I 0 N 


C" tux-day, dune I\ at 10,p0 a,.. ., 

dbb'p oy .o:-:;jjnc n: r-: ..y:;3 . • ■ -. j> c ■ cmi diis ■ - 
..VlCb b - C SBVEdX ib'd'UldG. 



( Continuation of liscussion ) 

M, de B/_SR (Bel dun) said that with reference to Ite. 4 ef the 
agenda which was diseusse the grovi us day he wished to present a 
reoo:.v.:cndation to the me: bars of the Conference on ehalf of the Belgian 
deli, ation in the folio- in ter.is : 

"That when an accuse, lias been placed on the list of war 
criminals at tee request of sever''! ef the nitod Nations 
the bar Crimes Co;, .is .ion shall act as arbitrator to 
decide to which Government he oh 1 bo surrendered," 

The CHbl... uJl sail th t that root end ation .’as a.ddresed to the 
Conference as they had t. consider -hat report th.y would . lake, 

M, de .tER (.Yl ium) asked if i voul e . rear for the 
reco.i ondation to iddresscd 4 o the United N: tior.3 .’or Cri'.cs 
Co; ..dssion, 

» 

Pile Chili . ;ji shi hie-1 ho i not consider that tlj^t '/ar, the 
ri 'ht course t. tone, The • r Crises Go... loci n -would, hcv€vor, 
receive any report - Lich the Of nferenc-. then lit fit tc^oend it, 
lie undo rate e' ! hat the ;e.. .era of tuc Conference wished t’ discuss 
the report they should on! it. 


^ i 










CQ -Qj dRd'iON 1 i-.T.' ovy^v,?. ... ■ .a .hi..:" 

CChmlLdlON IN PREPARING CliARGEd 0.IN3T ENEi.1t KEY-I if: i\ T OT 
7ET INDICTED. 


(Continuation of discussion) 

Monsieur lc LAER (.-..elgium) 3ur.i.ari..c\I the re. arks ho had mado 
at the previous day's afternoon session, 

Mr, T7ANG HUA-CHEKG (Cliina) 3 aid that Lists 7 and 9 Rad been 
prepared with the Europ'eon situation in mind. The var in the Far 
East and tho Pacific was also drawing tc an end and he hoped that the 
Cent .is si on would find it possible to ta!:o 3iniilar action in regard to 
Japanese key oriminals, 

M, 0AS3IN( Prance), spook in - in French, said that the paper 
presented by General de I’aer touched upon a very delicate point. 

In Lists 7 -and 9 the Comoission had filled tho gap but it was a matter 
cf general principle that the National Offices should db their best 
tc assist the Commission, From a formal and legal standpoint an 
accusation was needed when a charge was preferred but in regard to crimes 
which had no /coir vphioal location no nation was in a position to say 
that it possessed nil the necessary evidence. In those circumstances, each 
country had to send such ovilonce as it -ossossed to the Com/iission. The 
Commission v/ould then be able tc assemble 'die facts 30 that the names 
could be ineluied on the lists, 

M. LACKS (Poland) said that they were all grateful to General de 
BAER for dm/ing at tor fcion to a loophole in tho work of almost all the 
National Offices, Up to then that loophole had be- v. almost inevitable 
a3 they, had boon working in very difficult ccruitions. The very source 
of the material was beyond their reach and that was why they could not 
ret to the roots of every case. Ho felt that the publication of the list3 
had drawn the 0 ttontion of the National Offices to the existence 
of the criminals concerned, lit -.ns sure that ti e drafting of indictments 
against those criminals cull be the next matter for discussion by all 
the National Offices, lie did not feel that there would bo any legal 
difficulty in re ;.rd to those criminals vhc had lived all the time 
in Germany, 

Ho wished to point out that the basis cf crimes com .ittea by tho key- 
men "is in many cases identical even when the crimes had taken place 
in a number of countries. The plans that -./ere drafted and the criminal 
conspiracy which was put into opera cion had their effect in more than 
one country, as, for example, in the case of the anti-,Jewish policy 
of the Rcioh, Tho indictment .as to a certain extent exactly the some 
in respect of all tho countries affected and for reasons of 
expediency he conei .ore i that in such cases they should adopt a 
different method from that followed in other eases. 


In or loo to proceed with t!.. indictments they must obtain 
possession of all the documents which had been stored in Berlin and 
other cities. He had particularly in mind the -oman Official Gazette, 
Those documents -./ere now in allied hands and could be provided by 
S.H.A.E.F. It as only by chance that he had obtained possession of 
certain dictionaries issued t. German soldiers who were going to 
occupied c -untrios. They contained. p hrases for use in those countries 
which .-ere a definite incitement to crime. One phrase-, for instance, 
‘•'•’as "If food is hidden, the village /il.< be r-sed tc tile r« und," 

1 nloubtcdly the vn /he compiled that dictionary induced its users to 
com it crimes, Tho;, should . :ake u e of such infer., a ti on cn a larger 
3 calo and. lie suggested that s soon as to • iaterial '. a/ a’-.iX' , ble the 
indictment should be ix.- - r by all the : ational Offices, .. erkirig in 
conjunction, sc to avc.il unnecessary rep-etic.' r; in the narrative 
of facts. 











Viscount FINLAY (United i Lin *dcr.i) sni that‘it *.'as vital that tile 
National Offices should appredate the distinction so clearly pointed 
out in General <ie jacx' 1 s aper between Lists 1 - and B, and Lists 7 
and 9. The former were lists of persons a ainst whom, on material supplied 
by the National O-ices, at least in overwhelming numbers of cases, the 
Commission considered a prima facie case existed. The lists, were 
presented to the military authorities whose duty it wa3 to arrest those 
concerned. Lists 7 and 9, dn the other hand concerned persons of 
importance in the German system of government and ".'ho it was considered 
must be guilty prima facie of the crimes which could be charged a ainst 
the Germans. It was ira ortant tliat it should be realised that there was 
not, at present, a char~e in the sense that there had been an examination 
of the case and that they had found that there was a prima facie case. 

If there were a residue of persons on Lists 7 and 9 .against whom 
neither the National Offices nor the Commission were able to find a case, 
those-persons would have t.o be released* In those circumstances it was 
vital that the listinction between the Lists should be ap; rcciated and that 
every possible effort should be made to found charges against the persons 
on Lists 7 and 9. That was a matter primarily for the National Offices. 

Mr. P.H.9. K.HNT (United Kingdom) said that the British National Office 
. had had this difficulty in mind and pave it consideration nearly two 
years a o, The object of General Ge Baer’s warnings was that some bridge 
must be formed between those criminals who the Lord Chancellor had recently 
described in the House of Lcrd3 as major criminals, and the criminals the 
charging of whan was the more particular duty of the National Offices, 
many people had had an uneasy feeling that a gap existed and that 3ome 
criminals who ou ht to be in the net might escape through the meshes being 
too large. 

On the whole the British .National Office './as not in a position to 
make a very big contribution on th«. subject as, apart from the situation 
in tho Channel Islands, the question had net arisen. Th< bulk of the 
crimes were to be found in the occupied countries. They would, however, 
have to face the problem in the Par E^st. He felt that the .occupied 
countries '‘Ould bo able to combine to put the matter in its proper place. ' 
The British National Office would, of course, assist in -vepy possible 
way. Its contribution so far had boon four or five cases from concentration 
camps and there had been a few cases arising fraa the imprisonment of 
prisoners-of-war, other..!ce than in priseners-of-var cam* s. 

Anxiety had been hinted t the apparent slowness of action of some- of 
the authorities but consolation mi ht be ierived from the saying that, 
"Though the mills of God ‘rind slowly, yet they *rind ‘exceeding small," If 
they mi ‘ht apply that notation to the ;rc,u of orsons who had been 
described as at "hi -her level" he believed they mi -ht confidently expect 
that satisfactory results ould l.e achieved, 

Lt,-Colonel OLDliAi.' (Australia) said ‘eat after the last war the mills 
of God 'round so slowly that the rosul t \ as .a ccmplcte ne ative. It '.. as 
the purp‘ so f the Commission and c f the National Of 'ices g o s e that the 
l’arco of Leipsi : v/as nd repeated, 

Prima faci-e crises had beer, eat' idished in rc-'ard to Lists 7 and 9 
ar " resul’ of exhaustive invest! • ti. n by ;o .Ittuo I and to emphasise 
that point he rWerr-d tho Ccnf- rence 1 M. introductions tc both Lists. 

The prims facie case:*, having 1 een „-.:t lisl e . , it was ‘.he duty o-T tho 
N'tional Of ices tc recced with the • • r 
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'On the question of the preparation cf list a' key Japanese 
•.-•nr criainals he f It, as a ra.resentativi of one of the nations which 
had suffered at the hands of that sub-human race, that no nation had ». 
suffered so much as China, He believed that a list of Japanese war 
criminals should bo prepared as soon is possible and he su /ested that 
it mipht be a first task of the Jhun-kin sub-Commission. The sub-Commission 
was probably familiar aith the Japanese criminals. The sub-Commission was 
closer to Ja^an than any other belligerent and it comprised representatives 
of all the count los on a,',ed in the war ainst Japan* Ho thought that the 
list mi ht concentrate cn f hose oar criminals ' he had oom.ltted crimes 
against China. 

Colonel GO!’’ (b',T>. A.) sup rted the views expressed by the Australian 

and Chinese dole ates. The inhabitants of the Phillipinos had suffered 
much at the hands cf the Japanese, but the Chinese had suffered much more. 

The American Coloration would appreciate any hell that could be pivon in 
brinp-inp the criminals to justice. 

Major PAL BTAOi.i (Norway) cited the case cf a member of the Herman 
Govern;lent (3~uckel) in which the Nora ian inister cf Justice felt that 
the "ar Crimes Commission should taa action in the anmo way in which 
they had dealt ith the cases of Hitler, Himmler, and Nibbcntrop. He 
wished to know if the Co.: is si on adhered to its previous vim: that action 
should be taken by Norway or whether the Commission -would be prepared to 
act. 


The CHAldMAN said tie t the Conference -.3 with the National Offices 
and was not a meetiiv of the Goi.mission. lie as Ratified that he himself 
hue no ripht tc. take p art in the discussion and could only Jo sc '..ith 
their permission. He could not, hex/ever, refrain fra 1 joinin'* in the praise 
offered to General ac }:?.cr, He fully a reed - ith the final conclusion 
in his paper but felt that althou -h it was ord.d in the fon .1 of an 
invitation it miwht have been framed in stron er teir.13. The Committee 
load been sot up to inVusti -ate and record the cyid-nce on x/ar crimes, 
identifying, x/here possible, thu individuals responsible, ’/hat he 
would describe as the arch-criminals were only so called because there v/as 
evidence awainst the... af havinp committed major crimes. It was the 
Commission 1 s duty to ijaxwsti *at and the'n to re -port to the Governments 
concerned. 

Lists 7 and 9 '/ere, in Lis opinion, expressly within the torrs of 
that mandate. The position was not affected by the diescow Declaration 
•which stated the Declaration w.as itheut prejudice to the case of the 
major criminals whoso offences have m. particular *00 raphical location 
and x/ho would be punished by a joint decision of the Governments of the 
Allies, They -./ere still cri duals alth u h they v/erc . ajor criminals and the 
Committee had a duty and obli * J .i n to investi ’ate and record the eviuence 
a;:ainst them. The funoti :nu • f the Commission involvin ' actual letection 
and investigation had devolved u on the National Of:ices, . On that 
frotin- he thou ht it * r as fairly clear ‘ hat part of the duties of 
investigation fal in • to the National Offices extended to the . r, jcr 
criminals. 

M. do wAHR (::el..*iu.i) anted ut that since the cos*..- first arose 
to which the . or •. Ian do.-, t had referred, tU— iio.y of the 
Co mission had chonyed anu **.!.. m-tioulor cri.dnal concerned as ncx.* 
included in List No. 7, hich • list of a 1 criminals who v/erc not 
necessarily char v! y any rticul r nation. 

He .as *rat-ful for b nt:; f ‘/isoount 'inl'y in insistin on 

the necessity for the Nation-1 . d ■ *. i;< Grin ■ char-a-s. That had • .on 
the object of las p er — tc 11J 1 in' • -r * hi d. mast e illlue if 
that inter. .soli to tla :ri ir 1. ■ r. not ‘ u.iishiont. 
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reference t ch ; oos rv-.ticna i f ... Lachs, the CciT.iir.sion 
possessed a .rent deal of inf or ation ’out th< 'i... out ..-ns so great that 
it had not boon possible to oii’oul to it. Berlin -of infer. .ation had 
already been onrriod out. tracts ire., reports ' ore circulated to 
the National Offices by '.cans of tho tuT-iories of Information. That f i 

had not boon lone in ro.'ard to tho charges sub’, it ted by each of the 
individual Governr-enta. In the or.se of concentratic n camps they had 
informed the various Governments that some of their goopio had been victims 
but it had, been fourxl impossible to send copies f the cciapleto charges 
to each National Office o’.in.- to tho enor. ,, u3 amount of clerical -ark involved. 

It vr\s possible that somethin' could bo lone in that direction and one 
suggestion v,'as th't a periodic' 1 bulletin,-issued weekly, fortnightly 
or monthly, cent ini nr information -f interest t. more th-n one country, 
should bo published* . 


As to tho main, subject of his piper he hoped that the attention 
of the National Offices had boon dram to the particular category of 
persons concerned. ITe hoped that' . ith the ail of the Su . nrles of 
Information they right bo able to brinr charges and, possibly, provide 
now :.vateri -l as .’ell. 


Mr. • D IG'Tf MIITNll (U. j..w,) sai l that he spoke as a visitor and os 
representing these v/ho v.aia set fin . ut t aid. in the prosecution of the 
major war criminals. As lawyers they vere all familiar'math the fact that 
the greatest weapon available ft.r defence counsel in any country was that 
cf .jurisdiction. No body of 1 w '-as mere respected than the British, 
yet they vore all avaro. of the case in which there was months of delay 
rrl in which weeks *. ere n cut in argument as t whether a Cerr.ian captain 
whoso shiii ran uc vn a British vessel three ..dlwo eff th coast could be 
tried by a British c. urt, The final veto was 8 tc 7, 'ith the-result that 
there v/as no jurisdiction. 


lie joined with others present in trembling vdth fear at hat 
was going to happen as to jurisdiction over dumn ar criminals. Tho 
barque ’..-culd founder on the rooks unless they could find same -.,-ay in 
which, instead of exercising their juristic talents, they could go 
ahead Pith the prosecutions. There was a degree of urgency exceeding that 
r.f any previous situation, since they were proposing to try thousands of 
people within a very short time. 

It appeared to hi., that their position as prosecutors of war 
criminals had a parallel relationship -..ith that of the members of the 
Coixiisoion, The .creator number of criminals • -ould fall into the hands 
of tho Russian, American or British warned for eo. The Russian question 
was one which was too large f r him to ow •■ith, but in respect of 
the American — and he believ-d that the same cc-uld be said cf the British 
— a groat amount of information.-.ns bein ' -athcred throu gh energetic 
efforts inside Germany. L rge nuimbcrs of people were, at the sane time, 
being ta! m into custody. To ask the r ies to administer lav on a grand 
scale, by invest! ting, analysing, ana dealing .ith trials and the 
A ranting of Idic.oquivrvLmit of extradition, was to place upon then 
an immense burden. 

He sup. estod, on behalf of those wkc oaime from the different 
n. tions, as civilians, th'.t c’lin^ry sh ul 1 be set up by which the 
maxi aim amount of* -. r ork shoul . be unuert' 1 -.on at the .Amy hoadmuarters. 

They realised that :*.t . as inpossibl to invest!•••■to and tc learn the 
truth about German war cries, in ' shin ton itself. On tljo ether 
haum, the ..rmy ccul ' net be me eted tc try all these in whom the 
different nations vero interested. Th ;ru 1 "’.3, therefore, a need to 
Irav out tc the various Allied territerios th; criminalo who ’ ere sought 
by those territories so that th .y c uld be tried there. 7/1,ere Ceujd 
that done -n. where could they brim tl'.e infer,cation to the 
attention of the dry • ith, ri ties? 


'. « 
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Professor I/2D3LJKOVTO (Yur.oslavi), speakin- in French, thank a 1 . 

General de D-er for bis • Ueto analysis of t!x Declaration cf 
: b sect/, which vent t: the root f he problem at issue. They must 
alnit that the Cora;iosion lacked an agency which v uld enable it 
to attain its aims, In .trier to : ake a proper study of the .Material 
and documents they must ex.: line the arc laves f the cnany oountries. 

It \,as true that the military authorities wore doing that and that 
they had made considerable progress. They themselves, in their own 
oountries also p ossessed documents which night be f assistance to the 
military authorities but an agency was lacking through which that help 
could be iven. They, on the other hand, need'-d the assistance of the 
military authorities in their own researches. 

Por example, many thousands of , oople had been killed in concentration 
canps in Yugoslavia. Gor.iisoi. ns of inquiry In been appointed and 
nearly all the emps had been th roughly examined, but there v/erc also 
many canps in Her any and Italy where Yugoslav subjects had been interned, 
’/hat had happened in those cases was quite unknown vnd they had no means 
of obtaining -lata. Such steps as had been taken to obtain the 
information had not been successful. The fundamental difficulty was 
the absence of Soviet representation. Ho ins aware that the Chair nan 
had taken sty s to remedy that defect sc that choir organisation could 
be such that it would be able to perform all the delicate task3 
entrusted to it. 

The suggestions made by General ue dr,cr could only be realised if 
they did all they could to ensure that all obstacles . hich existed 
in the ay of a complete aoscci'tion between them a.nd the Soviet 
Government '..-ere removed, and by the pre vision of a system by which they 
could have access to all the archives to ' hich he had referred. 

EST;u3I:If.HK3f ; 0: CLOSER COR'ECTIC.L’S IttIP dZN "HE OO.’l .ISC ION ,J'ID 
THE bAYIQjbJ. 0'PICPS. 

Dr. SIVKOVIC (Yugoslavia) presented a paper on this subject (-0 

M, DELFOSSZ (Del lum). spor.iin; in Pro no h, raid that •.•hilt they 
cave unanimous approval tc the ter. s of the npor ho wished to kn;w 
what methods the Caxiission proposed to enplcy in order t realise 
the 3 ir* "cations jnr.de. It was not sufficient fbr the Commission tc 
receive hirts or ,wtori-\L in re ard to the responsibility of major or 
minor criminals. The Coadssion vc uld be a purely acad.Jiic body if it 
failed to establish some procedure in ’ diich tho cri dnals could 
be handed over to the courts v/hich weix going to try than. He 
entirely approved of the method sup os ted by Dr. Zivkovie for handling 
over ord inals, but the Commission must work out sene v/ay in which 
to achieve that object. Otherwise the;.’ in Belgium voul ' have to 
talce steps tc establish contact with the Allied military authorities 
an would have to ;o even further oy asking for the cri.dnn.lc to be 
handed over for trial, The proposals of Dr, Zivkovie provided a way 
of surmounting the difficulty v’here several countries claimed 
delivery of a particular criminal. 

He had stated on thu radio the previous lay that he . ished to 3oe 
the first war criminals bruu *ht to trial within the next two onths. 

There was a number of gases in which the crime had boon established and 
the crii.inal .’as a pris ner-of-wor; there .’as no reason +h> re for 
delaying tri”l. Public c inion, os; c-dally in th w.e ci untrxes which 
had been occu; i.;l by the rniur.-.p, -/as uneasy on the .uoation of trials; 
the memory of bat h 1 ha, _ one in the Leipzig trials still lived. 

It '. as essential that the public .d. *:l ’ 1 r -acs ruJ ! y the trial 
not only of arch-crirdm lr but i ‘ in* r criii.vls. The * ul-.tion 
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would >a more impressed. Ly the crndei.me.ticn of saae’Gcr ian officer '. ho 
hed ordere . the shcotin • of seme peer lo than they A/cull he ly the trinl 
of Goebbols or Ley. They would 300 that a cri-.iinal had boon sent to liis 
execution for a breach of the cor. 1 r. 10 n Inv. Such trials would promote 
respGct for the observation of the laws and customs cf A/nr and, too, 
of .lorality which was a point which the Gomans had entirely failed to f 1 

understand. He ashed that the Commission should particularise the 
methods it proposed to put into operation. 

Dr. MAYR-IIARTING (Czechoslovakia) ’wished to make- a few remarks about 
3ome of the v/orlc of a National Office which rai -.ht be of interest to the 
other Offices. To National Offices -which intended to draw up a char r e 
a ;ainst persons responsible ft. r crimes committed. in a concentration camp 
the War Crimea Commission's Surxiaries of Infomotion A/ere available. 

They sho'.ved A/hich was the authority res onsible in the last resort for all 
the imprisonments inflictec in all the occupied territories, and for 
the commit!.tents of the victims to the different concentration camps. 

Between thi3 hi hc3t authority A/hich ~avu general instructions and supervised 
the subordinate authorities on the one hand, and the persons who actually 
executed the arrests on the ther hand, there was an oxtraoixlinarily involved 
system of police authorities, more • r less subordinated to each other, 

A char-e which aimed at coverinf, if possible, all persons responsible 
for the deportation, say of Czechoslovak nationals to Buchenwald, A/ould have 
to designate the persons A/ho actually did carry out the arrests. It -would 
further include the local polioe authorities under ..hose orders these 
persons acted. Those local police authorities A/ere under the orders of 
hi her police authorities in control of particular districts cr territories 
etc. And from the police authorities the jurisdiction cf A/hich covered 
soy, the territory of the Czechoslovak Republic, one must >;o up-./ards to 
the central authorities already mentioned. 

The system of police authorities, established by the Nazis in the 
occupied countries, was orr-mised in a more cr less uniform way • throughout 
occupied Europe. It -was only cne example of Nazi cr'/anisation, Another 
example A/as the authorities /ho v/ere in charrc of the lootinr of art 
treasures of the occupied regions. These to", were established, mere 
or less, on the same lines, 

V/henever a National Office performed the task of research into the 
details of ouch an or "'.nisati. n which had been established in its 0A/n 
country, it obvi usly performed -work which was useful fur many other 
National Offices. 

The same applied whenever a rational Office A/a:; able tt prove the 
criminal character ol‘ particular measures v/hioh were taken in more or 
less all the territories occupied by them. The Czechoslovak National 
Office, for instance, had at/ampted to prove the. criminal ctrraster of the 
aotivities of the National Socialist "otandreriehte" hich condemned 
tc death, thousand:/ cf Czechoslovak citizens, The same Office has 
at ompted to produce evidence of the fact that the activities: c.f the 
louder -erichtc on the territory ol’ th Republic were aloe cri 'inal, this 
char r e beinr based both on the nature ■■■C the p rovisions >. f substantive 
law av ich they were called u- on tc • inis ter and on the rcccaure which 
they A/e re to follow. 


Stand erichtc of ■ oiw.il .r Kind to those ..wtai lishcd in 
Czechoslovakia A/ere also established in Yugoslavia, Norway, the Netherlands 
and ther countries. 


Sender- -erichtc v/erc -•ctive in 1.1 c-untrios the- an. . ti. n 
•f a -hich by the Go naan Reich'/a;; in obvious ccntr- veiiti. n -h, rules 
. f i> tern ti - nal lay/ daclaf* 1 by rat ay '.urin the . pcs -nt -ar, dr, 
'Ayr-;: rtin hoped that the Czechoslovak < fficos nd vours 1 clear 

th. cri inai character • f tht se • .u -ts i ll ■ saibly : •- a use- ‘ f by 

. t er ti naJ Office ■. 
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The speaker oui fitted - hat nearly every char e presented tc the 
Cci-inisalon contained material • -hioh is T interest to sever - 1 K-tional 
Offices, 

But not cnly the atcrial, the information about facts contained 
in the char as was of interest for the National Offices whenever Committee I 
answered the .question which police authorities or which departments of 
the different police authorities werc rriua. facie criminals res- cnsible 
fur deportation cf th nationals of one of the occupied countries tc this 
or that Concentration Canp. Such decisions mi ht afford aiidanco to the 
National Offices even on a point of lav/. They v/ould have to identify 
the officials cf the analt • us police authorities of their ov.n country, 

/aid a new charre, drav/n up by then, ni ht even merely refer to a charge 
on which Cc;.. dttee I had already pronounced. 

Up to the present the char -es submitted by the Con .ission have 
been circu a tod to the members of Co.: it tee 1 only. The oreat and 
..lost valuable • /ork f Committee I bore fruit in the lists produced by 
the Commission, It *./as, of course, not the aii.i of the lists to reproduce 
details about the decisions of Committee I, particularly on points of lav/, 
and, consequently these details could not be -athere! from the Lists. 

. Dr. Mayi^-H rtin •, therefore,ventured tc submit that the charges, at 
least char ‘es cf a typical and el\borate character, should be circulated 
to all the National Offices, so as tc prevent several National Offices 
from dein • the oor.se '..•ork over a -ain. He further rcco;.mended that all 
National Offices shculd bo informed of the decisions iven by Committee I 
on such char es. 

It had already been i einted out (by Dr. Nodel jkevic) that the 
absence of U.3.S.R, from the co; ..:cn work on v-ar crimes *. as 'reatly 
felt by the whole Commission. He "as suro that any kind of 
coilnb ration aith the Soviet National Of*ico (Extraordinary State 
Commission for the Investi. aticn of Gorman Crimes) v/ould be invaluable 
for the National Offices. He ventured wholeheartedly to endorse all that 
had been said alxut the necessity and usefulness of such col labor*'ticn 
anti hoped wys and means would be found to rake it possible. 

Dr. W..NO Hlh'.-CHENG (China) endorsed the su esticn that there should be 
elese cc-ope.mti ri be two on. the Commission and Soviet Russia, the Soviet 
Government was one of the sponsorin ' Se vern, .ents in callin' the San 
?r*’nci3co Conference and voul.1 be ;ne of the permanent members of the 
Security Council of the United Nations. They all, locked for;ard to 
Russia playin an important part in that nev/ or -nisation. he lid not 
knew if he mi ‘ht raise the delicate question as to whether it 'as possible, 
appropriate or opportune to obtain 3c viet ropresentati n on the Commission. 
They felt that b th in vinniu * the war ana in innin- the peace they 
needed the collaboration < f the Soviet Union, 

Lt.Colonel OL'WJd (Au.vtr- lia) u.' rte.1* that tie discussion cn 
the pa er :i 'ht . e continued by lisoussions between i:h. representatives 
of the N tional Offices, C.uld not the dole ates of the National 
Offices meet an 1 ii.-cuss at 1 n th the p ractical problems .ith hich they 
•.ere confronted, *n. draw ui a series f reco:.. iorxlation3 /hich could 
ho considered by th ./h* 1,.- Conference? 

Dr. Zivkcvic ha d ; u< r r- t* r cw ■ ; ■ cti- au * esti. i.s m tne ...rk 
of th Cc; i: dssion. In re ari t< on- cf th. , '• h* t alia ith oo- 
operation : « bv/eon National Offices, h i >hu ti iv the an example f 
he - f iv t ■ ■ lire ■ ly • ri: ■ mder' mn. The A'.str* liut . ow-m ,...nt rad 
had the assistnci. < r the N.K. -tif-r.-J 1 f loi in tl - rei rti<n cf 
a number cf can, e ffretin - .us tv i n s< 1 v-r. in i . Eui* 1 * ; • *n none > f 
• or-tii ns, "H! *:h< bait m in • ; vvrn n h i: • v.i.-t- nee m 'he 

Austr lion rati*, a- : f 'ic.- in re nr» t. • • ■ • r u ht in res,, at f 

•I , • hese f fences in:;!; mb it. r.ti .;-J- in l ia. '•'* oific r> ' . 
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'list because the slniti—: in ■< •: r.al mustrolla ' cion cf. to the 
ritish uV. i civ oilth i i N'tions, it, <ii..t n> 1 .fin that co-operation 
ecull not bo established between other countries. 


Ho ms - h. that the question of the relation ’ ctweon the Commission 
and tlie. Soviet State Commission hid been raised as. the ti c had come 
v.hcn the :utter must bo faced. In hie opinion ’/hat •vas primarily needed 
at present v.-as an exchange of inf er, motion, They need not pc into the 
finer points of diplomacy and ii the .eatter were pursued on saw simpler 
level it :ni \ht lead to otter results. 


Vi, 0AG3IN ('•’ranee), spoakin- in French, s~i; that it seemed to hlu 
of value that the non' era of tilt !>tional Offices mi ;ht prepare draft 
reocmendn tions in ro ard tc the chief points lebated in the course cf 
the discussion of Cel. Hod."sen's paper. The recar icndntions could be 
received by the Conference and trana.itted to the Commission. 


The French dele -ation entirely associated itself t ith the \/ish 
that had been expresses, for co-oporaticn with the Soviet Com..i3sion. 

It was evident that war crimes had been oounitted in Eastern as v. r cll 
is ostern Curope, Parts cf Germany and tustria yore occupied, by the 
Allies and the Russians.-n it -.’as desirable that there should bo an 
exchan.a. of information. Nc doubt an oxchanpo cn a ...ilitary level, i/culd 
bo more rapid than on * diplomatic one, but he hoped that somethin.- 
d;:ht be achieved in that iructicn. 


PRO .aLLT'd: 0 aij. dONFSRE JS 

Dr, ZIVKCVIC (Yugoslavia) r:u ortel the su • vsticn that the 
dolepates :f the National Offices should meet. He did not think that 
the Conference should bo concluded before the members had decided whether 
or not to subnit m\v reccnmon motions. 



The CrL.l'-t’ .dr said .that he thou‘ht the Commission vculd orqjcct to 
receive formal recoj emendations, 

• 

Dr, 7A.f HT,-CHENG (China) proposed that a committee should be 
i. ointod to Irav/ up the conclusions cf the discussions. The conclusions 
could bo submitted for discussion at the next mc«tin-. cm the Conference, 

'. he rucou.:enda tions then agreed upon could be for m r.’.ed tc the Corn.: iscicn. 

Dr. ZIVKOVIG (Yufosl.ivia) su note. t.r t the lelupatos should meet 
that ftomcon. They /cull be able by . londay to present t the 
Conference sore f rm cf reselution. 


•’he CH.id.p_', sai l !.!rt in that case ' i.< reccj ..’.eniations could be 
for ;■ally submitted. If a conclusion could bo reached either that day 
er the next, they mi-ht name ne of til ir members tc com.uniox t» it to 
the Com JLssion. Possible C neral 1 r ii dit m that. 


Professor .OLI (••rc.nce), .in in "re. -h, j-i . th it he • is hod 
to indie”t- he _ _xiti. n of the French axiomatic n. They h' ream up 
a draft of ■ tort, th iit ■ .. proposals :iad>. Ar the appointment 

•f a Committee were noun an., lie r cse'i tr send his text tc that 
Cc:. .ittee, 'he c.'def ints i .tcrvst v/e-re the relatione between 

the : tioiial C 'ices an the- .uenti n c ' : akin * th- • tc. t ir-xicn tribunal 

t . 3tl 'to the .ifi'icui ti s hich ri r so in re. art tc the mrren.or f 

C i in lx . ' i d, Th ; h u tl su ject ( not I ■ •, t. 


/ 
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Ttjc C" 1 AN 3«d'i that h.. • .ishei to c^ rcn- his -ratitudo to the 
.lumbers if t in, ■ ti nal Offices, - .t tlr.t sta *c it 3ce.iod to Ilia that 
the usefulness cf formal aisoussions anti sittin -s ha?, he n completely 
exhausted and that the tins had aaae for the represent'*ti vos of the 
National Offices t' meet-round the tr.ilo an., arrive- at conclusions 
arisin from the discussions. The conclusions, in completed form, could 
bo resented to th- Coixiission. 

Ho was very 'rateful to the . embers of the National Offices who had 
cone there at rreat trouble to the .selves and he had riven the best of their 
thought and their experience. Ml that ro sained v/as for then to embody 
th-ir conclusions in a document. He thou ht that hi, de Baer nifht be 
entrusted tc present it to the Secretary-General as a complete report of ithe 
Conference, if that net • ith their approval. 


The Conference a,-reed that a neetin ; of the rational Of 1 ices 
representatives should be held on C-turlay afternoon. 


The d 'nfcr-.nec .-:.j..ur;n• . .t 1.10 until ,j'-. 

-ii bond ay, .Juno .’..th. 



SIXTH S 3 S 3 I 0 N 


ton-- ay. Tune th, 1?A5. at ,30 , 


st/.t:; ;.:nt ft 3:-:;tkd v. tc-. is-r.m 

W-:- 


•’I7.fi OF 


AR CHE 33 0F:’l 


mvi-iO m 


.'.TIOILL 


The G/iAIK-lAN sale. that he hai been r.lancin threuph this aole .iooument 
and it sccr.'.od to la;:, that his only function at the present nouent was simply 
to receive it and to pasa it on tc the Cor.issi on in lue course. The 
Commission would, nc doubt, wish to liscuss it .and he -as sure that they 
would do sc' ith the most sympathetic attention and ith the -reatest 
; - r titude tf the Conference whose members had worked so 'My in producing 
it. He did n. t i r-- osc 1 offer any observati ons on it t present but he 
:.dr ht have somethin' to say out it ..hen it ..a.: considered by the 
Co. - d.'.si. n. 


Hu felt that the haumunt cen ti toted a rent stop forward and that 
the Conference ha .tiu ht. til- me - r ; the National-Offices into 
person 0 ! contact an L- on •' io the t rinp d.oir rnctical experience 
to bear U' > i. the i -.-.u involve. . ► ielt that the • rk in which the 

Confer-, nee • as i.d.orusto , h.; r socutitn : r cri irials, had been 
enormously advanced b.v he..r la' irs. 

Lt. Cedi, u -1 D . (p.) s i ti.at if vote \.-as t tc taken 

on the docu. -lit at ' iint r.ieMit. h- i." t rui at wi.ot he had stated 
at the me. tin-* tint i mi:. , namely : 

"The Unite, dtates dee les.-nt - ' ; vu n the Unite . N- ti< n 3 ar 
Crimes do .ission states th" ‘ - • u'J ' hove w 3 cure instruct! ns 

fro;., his ; vera elit* -1 r- v- M en» »:i • . r s-.ls contained 
in th 1 . r n • i ■ ' n tf- : ndivitce, .ith ut. . 10 h i. ;tructions, 

h* r<. rets that he . t a 1 id: in .. v tin on the pr p-osals, 
an ro . its that -• ,v ‘ tills ‘at- t nt e n*nine . in the 
record 1 the . 1. - tiu , " 
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Cart. Frank G BY (U.t.p.R.) sail that, in the absence of Cel. 

Grunda a an' Col, Goff, he, tee, '.-he to otato : 

"The dele -atfcs fro the (Jnite.1 States rational n r Cri .es 
Office, to thi3 coni’erenae ann. unce that they arc net authorised 
to veto on the ; reposal 3 contained in the paper now before 
the Conference. 

In addition, souo of the subjects dealt -with in the proposals 
have not been assipned to the jurisdiction of the United States 
National V.'or Cri...es Office, but have been committed specifically to 
f he cognisance of other United States Govern.tental Agencies. 

The United jtatea lele ates hero rc rot that they must abstain 
fro;:, votin on the proposals new bein ' considered. 

In all of the circaistances it is hoped that the proposals will 
net be released to the press. 

It is requested that a copy of this state .cent be incorporated 
in the record of the neotin ." 

• 

Viscount FINLAY ( United Kin-ale..:) said that he vas not i uite clear what 
the aosifcicn really vas. He understood that the Chair inn was merely receiving 
the document v.dth a view to presentin ' it to the Connis.aicn and with that he 
••as content. If a vote were to be taken, ho, too, wished to abstain from 
votin in the sane .ray as the American dele -ate, because he had received 
no instructions fron his Government. 

The CIlAIftkdN sai that he was merely in the position of receivin the 
document but if any representative desired to add a note to it that he 
had abstained from votin that ccull be done. 

He said that althou h any proceedings in cc .iittee would naturally 
not be relea ed to the Frees.he saw no reason why the results of their 
deliberations should not i e released, 

Lt.-Colonel HGJGSGN (U. .) sail that he would, object to any release 
of the document to the Press, 

The CI1..IRHAN pointed out that that './as a natter to be decidedby the 
Commission. 


M. CYF-L'JN (Poland) said that he would have to refer to his 
Government before votin,. out it was not necessary for him to make any 
statement at the moment. 

The CIdLL.ii.'AN sai. tint they must exi ;ct difficulties at an international 
conference but the document before then represented the view of the 
majority of the dole ations. That report ul be sent to the Coi mission 
for discussion, ith notes ajvended i.y those he ha i abstained from 
votin;;. There -./ere two abstentions by the United States, one by the 
United Kin don and one by Poland. 

Sir Samuel RUNG.JAoiV.!.’ (India) : 1 sh ulbi like tc jcin tho3<. 

'/ho abstain. 

Professor PAGLI (Franco), spoaKin.' in French, said that he - iahed 
to " ..stain fra;i votin ' on the thir para, raj h because it exceeded the 
per ers of the Cor. .i sai on. 

ki. :■ (China) said hat 1 »thiood ’it!: those dele ates -."ho U 5 . 

not want - he .< ou nt release . 1 •• the Prere. A i not kn. w whether 
or not : . ■ stain f r< a votin,; beoaus he underst<that there s no 

ques tion of •> v- to ..ein. la-;-.n !: t . y. ” as f to question rf abstention 
of any importance t • . 1 . 












ivlr, KKINT (United Xin -Ion) thou ht that the ter s of reference of the 
co ..'dttec had een . lisap;w hi. nded, Ib. understock that the c. '..-.ittoo had 
•ict in orbw to hoi -t-t th. r.al vie;- of the . . jori L.y on the 
questions focussed. as the object cf the p rv;a..1..1o- to the document 

to make it. quite clear that the members of the National Offices v/ho did 
not a~ree v.ith one tr a number of its joints, and ' ho were in a i.iinority, 
were not hound by its contents, His own instructions -.lid not pomit 
hii.i to a ;re<j to soi.ie of the reoommendations, ut the contents of the 
document i/ore qoneral in character and as such had teen .accepted as a 
preliminary effort. Ho read the preamble in order tc make his point 
quite clear. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the document represented the verdict of the 
majority but he could net prevent anyone from sayin that he belonged to 
the minority, 

Mr. KZI'T (United Kin dom) sail tint the British N ticnal Office v/ao 
necessarily, as a result of his instructions, in a minority on certain points. 

Dr. V.VdJO HUA-CK2JC (China) said that hi3 dele potion also felt that they 
had no authority from their Cover, went to a roe to any l indin * document. 
However, it was understood t.yxt the document '.’as only a statement cf views 
anl was not binding either on the overnuents cr on the Commission. As such, 
the Chinese delepation saw no objection. He did not think that a vote- should 
be token at that meetinf. 

The CILdIRMAN a rded that there was no question of vctin ' at that meeting, 

ii jor PALMBTRObi (Norway) : I al stain from, vl tin ; on paragraphs 
III and IV. 

Lt.-Colonel :tfCDCil.'Jji) (Canada) indicated that he, too, wished to 
abstain fro voting. 

The CH.bL'efJ'l said th r t he had not counted uv the v< tes, nor had he 
compared the number cf members of the Conferenoo v.ith the number of those 
'..’ho had abstained from vetin. , but he a,ns satisfied that the labours of the 
Conference would net have been in vain. He would receive the document 
and forward it to. the Secretary with the various note;: of abstention, 
an criticisms, anl in luc course the .-hole document would e presented tc 
the Caamission. 

Dr, ZIVKOVIC (YU mo si avia) said that the Yugoslav dele ation '.as .-lad 
to see that its hopes of reaching a cneral . .rootiont had been realised. 

I 

M. Je KIR (Belmiun) proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman for 
the ua niflcont way in which ho had conducted all the debates, 

'"ho vote of thanks .-as carried v:ith acclamation, ana the Conference 
terminate I at 5 
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UNITED. NATIONS .,'AR C.klfEo CO. MISSION 
National Offices Conference 


G E N D A 


1. General survey of the present activity of the Caainission and 

National Offices, 

2, Establishment and laintonaoe of a central recording office and 

po ling of’ information on war crit.es: 

(a) Informa ti' n actually available in the ' ar Crimes 

Ccmr.isslcnj 

(b) Su lv of information by the. Commission to the National 

Offices; 

(c) Sup. ly of information Ly the National Offices to the 

' r Cri ion Cannission, 


!>• Establishment of i uniibru indexing system and use of uniform 
macliine recorls. 

l u Exchange of views and consideration of the way in which persons 
■accused of crimes against nationals of several United Nations 
should be ieult ith. 

5, Cooperation between tional Office*3 and the Crimes Commission 

•..ith a view to preparin. evidence and charges -against enemy 
key-: on who have not y t Lei n indicted by National Offices, 

6, Establishment of closer c nnections beta/eon the Commission and 

the National Offices and s • lengthening and as si sting of those 
Offices, 

7, Any other busines . 


















SECRET 


ANNEX II 


NOO. 2 

22nd May, 1945 


UNITED NATIONS V/AR CRIMES COMMISSION 

INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY THE NATIONAL OFFICES AS TO 
THEIR ORGANISATION AND OPERATION 


AUSTRALIA 

f • ‘ 

Letter of 20th February, 1945 

(a) The Australian Department of External Affairs is the National Office res¬ 
ponsible for matters regarding war crimes. Under the War Crimes Commission¬ 
er, who has power to take evidence on oath, is a Secretary to the War Crimes 
Commission and a small clerical staffj a barrister, .who may or may not be 
the Secretary, assists the Commissioner in the collection of evidence. 

(b) The address of the Australian National Office is: The Department of 
External Affairs, Canberra, A.C.T. 

(c) The Hon. Sir William '"ebb (Chief .Justice of ."Queensland) is the Commission¬ 
er appointed to collect evidence of v/ar crimes against Australians wherever 
such crimes are committed. 

(d) The investigation of Australian oases has been concerned mainly with 
members of the Australian Army. A questionnaire has been circulated amongst 
all units which are likely to have information and the questionnaire has 
then been read out to all ranks on parade by their company"commanders. 

Any men who claim to have knowledge which may be of use are questioned 
by a member of the Commission’s staff. After questioning, all men v/ho 
have useful information are brought before the Commission and examined 
on oath. Any information which reaches the Commission from any other 
source, e.g. by letters from civilians, is followed up'. Information 
from native sources is usually obtained through the patrol officers or 
other officials v/ho are stationed throughout Papua, Now Guinea, etc. In 
the majority.of cases in the past natives have been examined by the' 
Commission through interpreters, but practical difficulties may lead to 
a variation of this procedure. 

(e) All evidence given by witnesses examined on o-ath is recorded, signed by 
the witness, and couriersigned by the Commissioner. 

( f) It is impossible to estimate more accurately the number of cases investi¬ 
gated than to say that it would be approximately 300. 

(g) 21 charges have been submitted to the main Commission of which one was with¬ 
drawn* in certain cases a number of accused have been combined in the »ne 
charge•" 

(sgd.) John Oldham 


flFTjfclUM 

L tter of l6th February, 1945 

(a) Previous to December 13th, 1944, th. National Office was a jart f the 
military attorney's Office in Lento/.. This office has forwarded to the , 
War Grimes Commission 18 h ssi re; 
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On 13th December* 1944, <-<■ Couiuistsicn of Inquiry wa 3 i-nstituted. I am 
enclosing a copy of the Statutes of that Commission. It has not sent 
any cases to the War Crimes Commission. 

(b) The address of the National Office is Rue du Turin, Brussels. 

(c) The name of the principal officer is: M. Antoine Delfosse, President. 

(d) Methods of contact employed and general procedure followed: it is 
probable that the Commission of Inquiry has contacted the various 
prosecuting officers in Belgium with a view to collecting material 
on v/ar crimes. 

(e) General results obtained to-this date: unknown. 

(f) Number cf cases investigated: 

(i) previously U September 1944: 18 

(ii) since September 1944: unknown (none forwarded). 

(g) Number of chra’ges submitted to the Commission: 18." 

(Sgd.) M. De Baer. 

I 

CANADA 

Letter of 13th April, 1949 

"There is. no body in Canada at this stage bearing the name of Canadian 
National Office. There is, however, a Committee known as the Canadian War 
Crimes Advisory Committee which, in practice, performs a function almost 
identical with the job being done by the United Kingdom National Office, 
except that I imagine it concerns itself to a greater extent with questions 
of policy. This Committee is composed of representatives of the Departments 
of External Affairs, Justice and the three Service Departments. Communica¬ 
tions to it should be addressed to the Secretary, Wing Commander E.R. Hop¬ 
kins, c/o the.Department of External Affairs, New Post Office Building, 
Ottawa." 

(Sgd.) Andrew Bell. 


CHINA 

Letter of 13th March, 1945 

"(a) The Chinese National Office is under the direct control of the Executive 
Yuan and is organised in the form of a commission whoso membership in¬ 
cludes representatives of the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of War, 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Ministry of the Interior. The 
Office has a Standing Cownittee of three, one of whom is the Minister of 
Justice. There is a Secretory-General, assisted by two secretaries. 

Under the Standing Commit Lee are three sections in charge respectively 
of (l) the investigation of war crimes; (2) the compilation of lists 
of war criminals; and ( 3 ) the- translation of cases of war crimes Into 
foreign languages and the maintenance of contact with international 
agencies concerning wax* crimes, e.g. the Sub-Commission of the 
United Nations Aar Crimes Commission. 

(b) The address c: the Chinese N Lionel Office is: 4 Chuen Eon Road, Chungking. 

( c) The head of the National Office, namely the Chairman of the St. 'ding 
Committee, is Dr. C.T. Wong. The Secretary-Cer.eral is Mr. Kuan u. 











(d) The procedure followed in carrying out investigations iB through instruct¬ 
ions issued to local authorities for the investigation of war crimes. The 
general public is also advised by appropriate means to report cases of 
war crimes, together with the necessary evidence. 

(e) The general result is highly satisfactory. The Chinese National Office 
is in possession of a great number of cases including also those where 
Chinese nationals were victims of Japanese war crimes abroad, and 
those where foreigners were victims in China. 

4 

(f) About 3»000 cases frave been investigated and are being prepared for 
presentation to the Sub-Commission. 

(g) Up to date 48 cases have been submitted to the Sub-Commission." 

(Sgd.) Yuen-li-Liang 
CZECHQSLQV.tKJA. 

Letter of 20th February, 1945 

"(a) The function of the National Office is being carried out by Section IV 
(Police) of the Czechoslovak Ministry of Interior in London. The head 
of this department is Colonel J. Bartik'- 1 ' who was a member of the 
Military Intelligence Service in Czechoslovakia. His leading official 
is Dr. 0 Maine' 1 who before the war in Czechoslovakia, was a higher 
Police Officer. They have a certain number of experienced officials 
at your disposal. 

(b) The full address is: Czechoslovak Ministry of Interior (Section IV), 

62, Princes Gate, S.W.7. 

(c) Colonel J. Bartik^iAd Dr. 0. Malac^^* 

(d) The Department collects material from German Laws, Orders and Ordin¬ 
ances and official announcements in the press of Bohemia and Moravia, 
both German and Czech. The department obtains the copies through 
neutral sources. In addition the department collects material from 
German and Czech broadcasts from Prague, Brno, and other cities of 
Bohemia and Moravia. In the sarnie manner material from Slovakia is 
collected. But the important sources by which the department obtains 
material are: contact with the Czechoslovak Underground Movement, and 
information given by Czechoslovak subjects who escaped from Czecho¬ 
slovakia, or from German Concentration Comps, arid who were finally 
captured whilst serving compulsorily in the German ..rmy or the Todt 
organisation. 

(e) The above-mentioned department of the Czechoslovak Ministry of Interior 
elaborates a report to which all documents, statements, etc. are annexed, 
and sends this report to the Office of the Czechoslovak Representative 
on the United Nations War Crimes Commission. Thi3 office is framing the 
charges which are then submitted to the Commission, so that the office of 
the Representative takes over partly the function of the N: tional Office 

which is a provisional arrangement. T ••rr submitting to ny Government 
a draft memorandum for the ferial organisation of the National Office in 
Prague and its contact through myself with the Commission. I shall inform 
. you in due course about the decision of ny Government. 

The general results obtained fr m investigation ore satisfactory. 



these gentlemen h-v new returned t Czechoslovakia, 
in charge cf Lieutenant Colon 1 Krcek. 


the National Office 











(f) It v/ould not be practical to collect evidence against a particular person. 
It is not possible to make use of .11 the material so far available if we 
investigate only the crimes committed by a particular person; it is 
better to investigate a particular crime or group of crimes (for instance 
crimes committed in Euchenwald or Dachau, etc.), and to find out as far 

as possible, how many and which persons are connected. So far new evidence 
shows that wo know only a portion of the crimes, we have already investi¬ 
gated (part of the crimes committed in Buchenwald, etc.), rnd a small 
number of persons responsible for these crimes. In the course of investi¬ 
gation, further particulars will bo obtained concerning individual crimes 
and persons. 

(g) T Jp to date we have submitted four individual charges (each charge concern¬ 
ing one individual) to the Commission, and 10 collective charges against 
groups of accused. The headings of the collective charges are: Stand- 
gerichte, Sondergerichte, Dachau, Buchenwald, Massacres* of Students, 
Natzweiler, Forced Labour, and so on." 

(Sgd.) Dr. B. Ecer 

FRANCE 


Decrees relating to the French National 
Office 

Decree of 14th October, 1944 (translation) ^ ^ 

" The Provisional Government of the French Republic, 

Having considered the report ol“ the Keeper of the Seals and Minister 
of Justice, 


The Inter-Allied Declaration of 13th January, 194-2, concerning the 
punishment of war crimes. 

The Decree of 22nd Juno 1944, setting up an Jnter-Comnissional Commission 
for ?/ar Crimes, 

The Ordinance of 28th August 1944» concerning the punishment of War Crimes, 

Ordains os follows: 

A^t. 1 A temporary Service for the detection of enei^y war crimes under the 
authority of the Directorate of the Cabinet of the Keeper of the Seals 
is established in the Ministry of Justice. 

Art. 2. This Service is generally responsible for all matters concerning war 
crimes. It is in particular responsible: 

(1) For making all investigations concerning such crimes, centralising all 
work done, information collected .and statistics compiled, and conserv¬ 
ing the evidence of such crimes; 

(2) For co-ordinating the activity < f the other services concerned, giving 
them the necessary .instructions, setting in motion raid seeing to the 
carrying out of searches and enquiries for the purposes of detecting 
crimes committed by the enemy, compiling the "dossiers" relating to 
these crimes and bringing the oases to trial; 


(l) From Journal Officiel do la Republi ;u- Frinydr , ,T o. 99, P l*>th Oct. 1944 
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O) Preparing a "black-bock" of enemy crimes for publication and employ¬ 
ing all other possible means of informing the public about the 
subject; 

(4) Maintaining the necessary contact with the Allied civil and 
military authorities. « 

-irt. 3 The Service may for this purpose require the communication to it of 
all information concerning enemy crimes coming to the knowledge of any 
other service, administration, individual or body. 

■rjrt. 4 The Chief of the Service of Enemy 7ar Crimes, or his representative, 
shall be a menv .'r of the Commission set up by the Decree of 22nd June, 

1944. • 

■nrt. 5 The composition and operation of the Service shall be regulated by 
a Decree made on the proposal of the Keeper of the Seals and Minister 
of Justice and of the Minister of Finance. 

Art. 6 The present Decree 3hall be published in the Journal Officiel and 
shall have the force cf a law." 


Decree of 6th December, 1944 (translation) 

"The Provisional Government of the French Republic 

Having regard to . (quotes relevant ordinances 

and decrees) 

Decrees as follows: 

Art. 1 The Service for the Dutoction of War Crimes comprises a 
Central Directorate, regional services throughout France, 
on investigation organisation in foreign countries, and 
liaison officers attached to the big Allied units. 

Art. 2 The Central Directorate consists of the following staff, 
whose salaries are paid by the Minister of Justice within 
the limits of the following maximum salaries: 

A Director . 

Two "Charges do Mission" with the 
duties of Sub-Director.; . 

Five "Charges d*. Mission" of the 
first class .. 

Eight "Chargee do Mission" of the 
seoond class . 


( l) The provisions regarding salaries ore omitted. 


/ 
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,>rt. 3 - Each regional service consists of a Regional Delegate, and, 
wera necessary, vn assistant Delegate. 

Thu Regional Delegate is -"aaiatad by a Regional Committee composed 
of poi'sor.s nomin ited by the Minister a long'vhom there must by at 
least one- representative of the "Resistance" movement or officor 
who has been a member of the F.F.I, 

Thy Committge is to give its advice to thy Regional Delegate .-aid 
contribute in all possible ..nys to the uffoctivy operation of the 
Service. 

The members ff the Committee re unpaid but -ro entitled to 
reimbursement of expenses shown to have been incurred by them. 

The Regional Delegates' renunorivtion is fixed by the Minister 
of Justice., (details omitted). 

iUrt, 4 - The operation and comp.es it.'.on of the org.onisation fox* 
invostig .tion in foreign countries vail be settled by an interministuriul 
order signed by the Ministers i_f Justice, War and Foreign Affairs, and 
such other ministers us may be concerned. 

.rt, : j - The luty of the Director uf the Service for the Detection of 
/or Crimes is to seek out and enquire into 11 facts constituting an 
•nony ."~r crime, identify the guilty persons and construct for each 
case - fil embodying the results of the investigation. 

The Director has Authority to receive complaints and 
.enunciations from victims, .itnus e;, nd 11 other pers< na having 
knowledge of \n enoiiy war crime. iiu may take up ny a se on his 
own initiative. 

Complaints .nd denunciations may l:;c be J.ires od to the 
commanders of military areas, "Dir.-oteur lo justice u;ilitairo" and 
Government commissioners attached to ilit ary tribunals, v/ho Shall 
immediately transmit them to th Central Director u_- of the Service 
for the Detection of Knr.y 'Var Crimes. 

^J~t, 6 - The Director of tho Service for the Detection of Eneiry 
. ar Crimes may do or ooll upon all officers be Ion, in.- to the judicial 
police to lo .11 acts nooos .ary f r the lotootion and recording of 
offonc-.-s, for collecting evidence -nd for identifying tho 
perpetrators. 

-Ko may dele rat his powers, 

..rt, 7 - The regional service:» r under the mtheri ty of the O.-ntral 
Directorate or! are its reprosuntativ j. 

ithin the regions .aligned to thorn their duty i„ to contribute 
to tho ietectii.n of war cri or, J.<- r-.-carding of the facts, the 
constructing of the files, on the- c ns .rv.ti n of tho evidence- of tho 
.nuiy's -uilt, and in 11 matters to id the Central Directorate 
in tho accomplishment of its tusk in accord sice with thy instructions 
river. to hem by it. 

Vi. y must transmit t- th C ntral Dii’oc wrote ull complaints, 
'.enunciations and information cel -acted by thi . 
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8 - The files oonstruot«d by tho Service for D*t*>«"ition of 
Sne/iy War Crimes shall periodically be submitted to an internal 
Commission of Investigation composed of the Chairman of tho 
Interminiaterial War Crimes Committee, the "Direoteur de justice 
inilitairo" and tho Director of the Service for Detecting War Crimes. 

The French representative on the United Nations Yinr Crimes 
Commission shall bo entitled to sit on this commission. The 
Commission shall decile the .ction to bo t-dcon on the files - i.o. 
transmission to the interallied commission in London, further 
investigation, pigeon-holing, conmrunioation to tho competent 
military judicial authorities etc, 

ijt, 9 - Before tho .Courts, th files compiled by tho bervico for the 
Detection of War Crimea ahal! be tre tod ns o iuival :nt to an enquiry 
by the "police .iudiciaire". They shall, 'according as the internal 
Commission cf Investigation my think fit, be communicator! to tho 
"Dirootour de 1. justice militaire" in .order th. t a prosecution may bo 
undertaken before the military tribunals or, in proper cases, in 
order that further information mry be obtained or tho preliminary 
examination bo carried further. 

The "justice milit .ire" /hall at all tirros bo in solu charge of such 
prosecutions, search for infer:: lion or rosuned preliminary examinations, 

» 

.art, 10 - Tho Director of tho .Jorvice for the 1 etection cf War Crimes 
and, v/ithin their regions, the Dele, itey f regional S rviccs, nuy call 
upon every competent administrati n or service tc- aid them in the 
jrerf or lance of '.heir duties. 

Art. 11 - Tho so -t of tho various fieri ontl Committees, their :a*eas of 
operation, their compositi- n ■ n i all other uestiens regarding the 
'operation of the Service, shall bo settled by n order signed by the 
Minister of Justice and >thor ministers c no^med. 

.j et, 12. - The posts provided for in the above articles may be filled 
by civil or military personnel /tails l f r m other administrations 
or by iiroct recruiting, Peru nnel lir.ctly recruitud shall bo employed 
on a temporary basis and m.y bo iis charged with on. month's notice 
at iny time. 

Within the limits of tho credits provide for the purpose, 
auxiliary staff :oy be r cruite 1 an salaries at the regional rates.... 

.-jrt. lj - iixponses ir.ourru 1 in the ietecii n f r r crimes and 
identification of the cris.dn ls n . in accumulating evidence shall 
bo refunded as part of tho cjats of the jr;aoruti n. 

Expenses ooeasioned tho necessity f informing public 

-pinion, publishing h deists, t-J.ir. films, or • .nising exhibiti :ns 
oto, ahull be home n chapters 1 v ,.r.d 16 f the budget of the Ministry 
of Information. 

.. special credit :;hal.l b . provided for the publication f tho 
Black Bo ok. 

.o-t, 14 - Tho Keepor f tho do .Is n 1 Minist.-r f Justioo, th# 

Finance'Minister .nd the .minister f ./• r ..hi .1, v/ithin th ir 
roapoctive loportmonts, i> . r-.a na dd. f r cxocutir.. the present 
do ore which si.ail b.-t public o i i- th./ 0lfioi..l f urnnl the 
vranch h/public." 
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■Vlditicrn-l Information aui. ; Had by the 
French Representative, Professor Gres 
o n May 17th, 194~5~ 

"(a) The Service for the Detection of Enemy '.'/nr Crimes comprises, in addition 

to its Central Directorate, arid regional services throughout Prance, an ' t 

+ erganiratien for conducting investigations in foreign countries 'aj}d 
liaison officers attached to the big Allied units. *' 

The Central Directorate consists of a Director, two assistant directors, 
and "charges do mission", first and second class. 

Each regional service is under the direction of a regional delegate and, 
v.; "re necessary, of an assistant delegate. The regional Relegate is 
supported by a regional committee which gives him assistance and advice. 

% 

(b) The Service for the Detection of Enemy .Var Crimes has its offices at 
22 ; Place Vendome, Paris. 

(c) The Dir-ctcr is Commandant Paoli. 

(d) The Sei".'i .p for the Detection of Enemy War Crimes has the function of 
seeking ao’d verifying all the facts that may constitute a war crime com¬ 
mitted by the enemy, of discovering the guilty persons and of drawing up 
fer each cose r. file of the results of the enquiry. V/ith this object, it 
receives complaints and denunciations from victims of war crimes, from 
witnesses and from any other person having knowledge of enemy war crimes. 

It may take up any case on its own initiative. 

It may require all officers of the judicial police to assist it in making 
its enquiries. The function of the regional services is to render assist¬ 
ance, within the administrative area which corresponds to the army area, to 
the Central Directorate to which they are directly responsible. 

The ‘files are ultimately transmitted to the Inter-Allied Commission in 
London, with a view to the insertion of the nar.es of the guilty persons 
in list P . 

(e) Down to April 3rd, 19-i, the results obtained by the Service for the 
Detection of Enemy Aar Crimes ware as follows: 

.dumber of Accused 

No. of Piles Know n Unknown Units 

U)2 1232 133 85 

The number of Germans filed as prisoners*of war is 302. " 


INDIA 


L etters 2jrd February and 13th ... ril, 1945 

"The addr.s:: of the National Office is the Defence Department, Government of 
India, Nov: Delhi. 


The chit;: ffic.r f the Defence Der-.rt->-r>t Is the Decretory to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, Defence Department, .'few Delhi, ju the present incumbent of the 
post is the Hen. Oir Chari.;' O'ilvie, D. C. .E., I should mention 

that it is ; r D-mbl I, .l.lr.::s th. '.Lour no ri l by his designation rather 
than by i * .m-.;. 


Briefly 
investigati 
European, oral 


L .h' '■ r.eml rr •' dure. 'ell v. d by th* Donee D.jpeiS’tjlient in the 
.f • r vc ' . . . ■ n th , as the cases ir tsing Ln the 

-/i.’.'.rr i ■ " th-' »i- n •>:* r r- no-. vi •> i, complaint? are received 

















in the Foreign Office in this country from various quarters, including the 
Frotc-cting Powers, the Red Cross and the War Office, These are then passed 
on by the Foreign Office to the Treasury Solicitor’s Department, where the 
cases ore scrutinised, prepared and finally submitted to the Commission in 
the general British list. As far as the Eastern theatre of war is concerned, 
arrangement has been made with S.E.A.C. for that Commend to pass on atrocity 
reports affecting Indian nationals to the Government of India, whore the 
Defence Department scrutinises and prepares the cases for submission either 
to the main Commission or to the Sub-commission at Chungking as may be 
decided by the Government of India# 

As stated in iqy letter of 21st February, steps have been taken to 
bring.y:ur enquiry to the notice cf the Government of India, and I shall 
be happy to forward to you in due course such information on this point as 
may be received." 

(Sgd.) D.O. Meek 


"... So far as Indian cases are concerned, the majority of war crimes 
against Indian troops have been committed in the course of the campaigns 
in North Africa. Unfortunately the refusal of the Axis powers to allow the 
Protecting Power and the Red Cross to function in the North African war zone 
has cut off important- channels cf information. In consequence until the end 
of hostilities the best results cannot bo expected." 

(Sgd.) S.N. Dutt 

LUXEMBOURG 

- * 

Letter cf 9th April, 1945 

"The temporary address of the "National Office for the Investigation of 
German atrocities in Luxembourg" is c/o Ministry of Justice, Torres Rouges 
Building, Luxembourg. 

It is presided by M. Charles Leon Homines (Juge a la Cour Supfcrieure de 
Justice a Luxembourg et Prcfesseur de l’Universite de Bruxelles). " 

( Sgd.) A.J. Clasen 

.NETHERLANDS 

Letter of 25th February, 1945 

'(a) The Netherlands Government (Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Interior and 
Justice) by Ministerial Decree of the lsl March 1944 instituted a 
"Commission tc elaborate cases, earmarked to be transmitted to the United 
Nations War Crimes Commission". 

This Commission was composed oi‘ • rresident (the Netherlands Delegate in 
the United Nations War Crimes Commission), a secretary (Dr. Zeeman) and 
three members, each representing a special information office of the 
Netherlands Government. The three members .reduced the facts and evidence 
concerning V/ar Crimes which they had in hand through their offices. 

by decree of the 1/th April 1944* the Commission and its members received 
the right to heir witnesses and experts under oath. 

This Commission w.-.rfcud normally till -ppr ximat ly July-August 1944* Then 
the secretary w -pointed in r. th.r function and the members had 

to gc to -elgium and latei- tc Holland# 
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From that tiiric the Commission could net work normally. During the first weeks 
v/o hoped that we would soon be able to set up a complete National Office in the 
Netherlands. After Arnhem however that proved to be impossible. 

I then asked for a reconstruction of the Commission here arid in December 1944 1 

made proposals for the early setting up of a National Office on the lines of i 

the French and Belgian Commissions d’Enouete and Bureaux de Recherche. 

The reconstruction of the Netherlands‘National Commission is still under con¬ 
sideration by the- Ministries concerned. 

(b) and (c) The address of the. temporary Secretariat of the National Commission 
is Mexbcrough House, Room 33 Dover Street, London, W.l. Tel No. Grosvenor 
4181, Ext. 227* Temporary Secretary: Dr. J. van den Bergh. President: the 
Netherlands Delegate in the United Nations War Crimes Commission, Hereford 
House, Flat 7, Tel No. Mayfair 8511, Ext. 26. 

• i* 

(d), (e) and (f) See under (a) 

(g) On the first list cf German War Criminals of the United Nations War Crimes 
Commission are placed names (cases) requested by the Netherlands, amounting to 
41. On the second list’ there are 8 names also requested by the Netherlands. 

No charges are submitted to the Far Eastern and Pacific Sub-Comn.ission." 

(Sgd.) J.M. de Moor 

NEW ZEALAND 

Letter of 26th February, 1945 

"The work of the National Office is undertaken as part, of the work of the 
Department of External Affairs and, sc. far as 1 am aware, there is no special 
separate organisation for the work. 

The address of the National Office is: Department of External Affairs, 
Wellington, New Zealand; and the name of the principal officer: Mr. Foss 
Shanahan, Secretary of External Affairs." 


( Sgd.) C.B. Burdekin 

NORWAY 

Let Ur of 6 th March, 1945 

"(a) Tho Norwegian National Office is subordinate to the Royal Norwegian 

Ministry of Justice nl works in close collubrration with the Norwegian 
Police Investig ti n Office. The staff of the National Office consists 
cf a lawyer and his secretary. 

(b) The address of the icnal Office is at the Norwegian Police Investigation 
Office, 24, Connaught Square, W.2. 

(c) The name of the principal officer is Major Finn Palmstrftm, a lawyer. 

(d) The charges are i sed on statements made by witnesses to war crimes to 
the Norwegian authorities in England or.I Sweden. These statements are ".11 
given voluntarily and when nt it judicial forte to 11 sip* • by the 
witnesses themsolv s. 

These statements n. pa.'s l _r. t.: tlv . * i r • 1 Offic, by the Norwegian 
Police Investig .ti n >'ff.Lce in Lend r.. 
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(e) On the ’./hole the statements* give good details of the crimes committed, 
hut the perpetrators ore often not known. On the other hand, many 
•witnesses have stated that certain Germans are well known r.s V.'ar Criminals 
hut they are unable to give • xact evidence of the crimes committed. 

Prom these statements, however, it has been possible to make up charges 
based on the evidence of several different 'witnesses. 

(f) 10 cases involving about 100 Germans are being investigated and will be 
submitted to the Commission in due course. 

(g) The number of charges which have already been submitted to the Commission 

is 309. " • 

(Sgd») E. Hambro 

POLAND 

Letter of 27th February, 1943 

"(a) The National Office is organised on lines generally accepted # in all 

governmental departments. For practical reasons it is attached to the 
Ministry of Interior because this Ministry has been directing and super¬ 
vising the activities of the Polish Underground Administration in 
occupied Poland and is receiving the information as to the situation 
inside our country. Nevertheless, in its work and activities, the 
Polish Jar Crimes Office is in a large measure independent and there¬ 
fore subordinated directly to the Minister. 

• 

As to the internal organisation, the Office is livided into two Sections: 
a General Section and a Jewish Section. Besides, there is a special 
Agency in Scotland, subordinated to this Office, for collecting informa¬ 
tion and evidence from among the Polish nationals formerly compulsorily 
conscripted Lute the German Army and since then brought to this country 
as prisoners of war, but afterwards released from the general POW camps. 

The staff of the Office consists of six lawyers, three barristers, one 
jugo d'instruction, one public prosecutor and one young lavyer. There 
is furthermore a secretary, a clerk and a typist. 

(b) The address: 16 Thorney Court, Police Gate, London, V.'.fi., Fhone: Western 
4374 Ext. 5. 

(c) The head of the Office is Dr. J. Litawski. 

(d) Owing to its task the Office maintains olose contact with other departments 
and offices of the Polish Government, especially with the Ministry of 
Justice, Ministry f r Foreign Affairs and the Ministry >f Informs.tipn as 
well as with the Government's Delegate to the United Nations V.'ar Crimes 
Commission. In relati ns with the Commissi n and other Inter-Allied organ¬ 
isations as well r 'S with other National Offices this Office is being repre¬ 
sented by the Head of the Office. 

(e) The information and evidence concerning war crim s is collected through 
many channels such ns military intolligenc , secret service, official re¬ 
ports from the Secret Govemnci t in Poland, interviews with persons escaped 
from Poland, eto. The evidence and inform- tion is collected for inclusion 
of names on the lists of persons whoso surrender or extradition is to be 
demanded as well s for reparation of oh rgt s to be tar un emitted to the 

J. . V/ar Crimes coirimission* A, evi Lao- Ju.. oullec.lt 1 will Do also of 
great help for the preparation of indictments as basis for prosecution 
in the national r inter-alliel courts. 
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As to the agency in Scotland operating for several months I may mention 
that u; to date we have been able to ‘0011001 evidence from about one 
thousand sol tiers selected cut of about 30 thousand of polish nationals. 

The personal lata of the German war Criminals together with a short 
statement of facts are being collectel in a card system divided in two 
sections, the first arranged alphabetically, the second one geographic¬ 
ally according to the administrative division of Poland created by 
Germany. '.7o have by now about 10,000 Germans listed in this, way. 

Besides there are still several thousand names to be checked up. 

All the so-called short statements of facts are supported with informa¬ 
tion in full which is being arranged in separate dossiers according to 
the items of war crimes or other considerations. 

(f) It is very difficult to ascertain the number of cases investigated to 
the point of deciding whether or not a charge should be founded. The 
flow of materials from various sources is coming into this office in 
such an amount that the situation is changing from week to week. In any 
case* there arc already several thousand well founded cases tc be trans¬ 
mitted to the Commission but time is needed for their preparation in the 
form of charges. 


(c) Up to date the Folish War Crimes Office has transmitted to the Copriission 
3-9 extensive charges with about 750 Germans accused or suspected.'^ " 

(Sgd.) J. Litawski 

UNITED KINGDOM 
(see page 15) 

UNITED STATEN OF AMERICA 

Memorandum accompanying letter cf 15th May, 1945 
from Lt.-Col. Hodgson 


"The War Crimes Office was established in the Office of the Judge Advocate 
General of the Army under a directive of the Secretary of War dated September 
25th, 1944* The mission assigned, as defined in a later directive of November 
30th, 1944, is to collect from every available source all evidence of cruelties 
atrocities, and acts of'oppression '.gainst members of cur Armed Forces or other 
,mericons, including the people of 'ey dependencies of the United States, such 
as the Philippines; to examino, evaluate, and organise such evidence; to 
arrange for the apprehension and prompt trial of persons against whom a prima 
facie case is made cut, and for the execution of sentences which may be imposed. 

The Secretary of the Navy, upon the suggestion of the Secretary of War, 
joined in the setting up of the Office, and provNled for participation through 
a Navy Division and Navy personnel under the Judge Advocate General of the Navy. 
The agency thus established in the War Deportment.,' by igreement between the 
State, Navy and War Departments,in carrying out its mission under the above 
directive, acts jointly for the thr* r d * urtmente. It thus performs the func¬ 
tions of the National War Grit - C f rice.' 


(a) Organisatiot of the Of flee . The War Crimes Office is a ; rt of the Office 
of The Judge Advocate General f !a norny in tU. er jpartment at Washington, 
r .0. It is direct*, d by or ,,r. ista .t J>ng- ..dv.cate General with the gra I • of 
Prigadior General, and includes day and V.vy personnel and civilians. ..11 
officer personnel or lawyer.: and the .rant majority re o spool- lly qualified 
i 


(l) Inf emotion brought u< -t. - ] t 


/ 
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by experience in the prosecution or investigation oi’ criminal cases. Present 
authorised Arrry strength is 29 officers -end. 4'3 civilians, in addition to which 
there is the Navy contingent consisting of 4 naval cr marine officers, three 
enlisted personnel raid one civilian employee. At th±3 time, the office is 
organised into divisions for the European-atlantic and Asiatic—Pacific areas, 
a Navy division, a comr.on information division, handling the collecting of 
information from every source, and on executive division for the purpose of 
administration. 

(b) Address of Office . War Crimes Office, Office of the Judge Advocate 
General, War Department, Washington 29, D.C. 

I 

( c) Name of Principal Officer . John 4. Weir, Brigadier General, TJ.S. Arrry, 
Director, War Crimes Office. 

(d) Methods of Contact and General Procedure . Within the United States con¬ 
tact is maintained with, and information derived primarily from other Govern¬ 
ment agencies,’ such as the Office cf the Provost Marshal General, the Military 
Intelligence Division, the Office of Naval Intelligence, the Army air Forces 
and from reports of censorship, the Office of Strategic Services, the Office 
of War Information., the Federal Coranur.ications Commission and from the Swiss 
and Spanish in their reports as protecting powers to the Department of State, 
as well as reports made by attaches and from foreign seiwice officers of that 
Department. Constant personal liaison is maintained by a representative of 
the War Crimes Office and all information brought to the War Crimes Office and 
analysed. For the purpose of this report, the cases can be considered in three 
categories: (l) cases requiring investigation only in the United States, 

(2) cases requiring investigation only within a theatre of operations, (3) oases 
requiring investigation in both the United States and in a theatre. In ail 
these cases the information is sent to the theatre immediately upon receipt 
regardless of whether the investigation # has boon completed. In the United 
States details and substantiation of reports are scoured by the .interrogation 
of repatriated and returning military and naval personnel and civilians as well 
as prisoners of war. Arrangements are being made for th. interrogation of those 
who have either gone to their homes or to some hospital. Specific data is also 
being gather-id in regard to the mn.jor axis criminals. Branch offices either 
organised or in the process of establishment include the European theatre, 
Mediterranean theatre, Central Pacific areas, and Southwest Pacific area. 

These ore a part of the Judge advocate's section of each headquarters ’with 
their primary function the investigation of alleged war crimes and the collect¬ 
ion of evidence relating thereto, including, for tr:nemission to the governments 
concerned, evidence relating tc war crimes committed against nationals of other 
United Nations. Offices subordinate tc those of the- theatre commanders are 
being organised in each Amy f$roup and the charnel for information is the same 
as for courts-martini. The Navy channel i3 ttirough the Legal Officers of all 
fleets and stations. Information fro:., the field has heretofore been in the 
form of written reports to which th. sworn statements of witnesses ore attached 
and in some instances by reports from boards of Inquiry which have conducted 
investigations. Present'plans call for on aggros si v- investigation programme 
to be undertake), in which travelling, investigating detachments will go from 
place to place, each to consist of four officers and five enlisted men. Effort 
is made to identify the personal perpetrator f the offence, but where this is 
impossible, attention is giwn to developing a pattern from which the responsi¬ 
bility of the commanders .and staff officers may b fixed. If a particular unit 
has left a tr -il of crin. s .cross an -T- , it is assumed that the unit commander 
was a party to these crimes since h must have had knowledge thereof. 

The recording and filing system is based -t th t f th- Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, which is th< invest i-’at ry Vr .ch f th- United States Depart¬ 
ment of Juific-.-. Camplet • Vi'lvi r ::r int"ire I by i-l: 1 ••-rii live of oriir.ee 
which -ire r lsc iivi I -! int< major - rr . >. ■ r 1 livisi r.. Each mn'stcr file 
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contains four major headings: (l) summary of crime, ( 2) witnesses or other 
sources of ir. format ion, ( .}) comment -.aid notes, ( 4 ) recommendations. As the 
bulk of the cases are eventually to be tried by courts which.will sit outside 
the United States, the original files ’.'/ill be sent to the field with duplicates 
thereof kept in the Washington office. Offices in the field investigate 
offences against both members of the .armed forces and civilians. Large numbers 
of offences against American civilians have been committed in the Philippines 
during occupation by the Japanese and great importance is attached to these 
offences. • • 

v 

General Results Obtained . Results obtained so far have beer gratifying. In 
a few instances the files are nearly complete, including sworn statements of 
witnesses, sketch maps, photographs and other such evidentiary matter, but in 
most case's the field investigation is yet to be made. There is also consider¬ 
able untapped information v/ithin the United States in the possession of govern¬ 
ment agencies, private organisations and individuals. Particularly in the 
matter of fixing responsibility on military commanders it will be necessary to 
have access to military and administrative records of the enemy, which will 
be available only after their collapse, and/io interrogate cur personnel who 
are now prisoners and will then b.- released. Gases'will bo presented to the. 
United Nations War Crimes Commission after all possible sources of information 
have been investigated. Complete organisation of branches in the field is 
expected to make possible the unearthing of a great .many new cases as well as 
additional details on cases, already reported. 

Number of Cases Investigated . No tabulation has yet been made as to which 
cases have been investigated to a sufficient point to found a charge. Event¬ 
ually it is expected to develop each case, upon which trial is to be had, to 
a point where the prosecutor will be able to take over the file and try the 
accused cn a-few days’ notice. 

Number of Charges actually Submitted to the Commission. No cases have as 
yet boon submitted to the Commission. " 


YUGOSLAVIA 

Letter of 20th February, ,194a 

"(b) The Yugoslav State Commissi r. for the Investigation of Y.'ar Crimes, Belgrade. 
(Lrzuvna Komi si ja ra utvrdjivanjo j'.locina okupatora i njihovih pomagnea, 
Beograd). 


(c) The Gliairmnn of th St to J ma tissior. 
Secretary, Dr. Ivan Grgio. 

(g) Forty-one charges have actually' been 


is lr. i ucar. ! loljkavic, and the 


submitted to the Comimissioi . 


The activity of the State Commission is v/ide spread, local offices having 
been established throughout Yugosl: vi- . These local of'ices .re all very 
actively engaged in investigating crimes committed by the enemy in my country, 
-^nd it is anticipated that, within •. very short time, large number of charges 
will be- submitted tc the Comn.isrvJ • ." 


' r•.) Vladimir Ribars 
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united kingdom 

’«ionorandui:i riccivod on 26th February, 19413 

"(a) The National Office of His Majesty's Government .in the United Kingdom is 
established as a branch of the Department ci the Treasury Solicitor at 
Storey's Gate, St. James'Park, London, iV./.l, The officer in immediate 
charge of the branch is Mr. P.H.b. Kent. 

(b) The principal sources of information available to the National Office are 
the War Office, the Admiralty, the Air Ministry, the Foreign Office, the 
Colonial Office ai d the Home Office, and all information about war cx'imes 
coming to these departments is sent to the Treasury Solicitor. As the 
War Office is mainly responsible for matters relating to war crimes, a 
liaisen officer has been appointed between the War Office and the Treasury 
Solicitor in order to facilitate the collection of information and generally 
to assist the National Office in carrying out its duties. 7/hen escaped or 
repatriated prisoners of war or civilians arrive in the United Kingdom, 
they.report to the appropriate Government Department in accordance with 
instructions given to them. Tho Departments, after interviewing the 
prisoners of war or civilian:, compile reports embodying the facts given 
tc them insofar as they rol v.te to v/ar crimes and these reports are sent 
to th- Treasury Solicitor's Department. Those reports are considered by 
the Treasury Solicitor and, if ho thinks that a potential war crime is 
involved, the case is fully examined and such further information as is 
available is obtained. In due course the case is registered with the 
War Crimes Commission. 


In addition to informati n from repatriated prisoners of v/ar and 
civilians, reports emanating from Red Cross rganisations and from com¬ 
munications from prisoner f war camps are -also sent to the Treasury 
Solicitor if they indicate or relate to the commission of a war crime. 
Furthermore, military intelligence reports, as well as reports from 
Consuls abroad relating to 7/or Crimes and memoranda submitted by the 
enemy powers tc the pr ,tenting, piower in answer to enquiries about com¬ 
plaint:-: of the treatment of prisoners of war are also made available to 
the Treasury Solicitor. The Llilitiy Authorities also hold Courts of 
Enquiry in the various v/ar zones, and these, if they relate to v/ar crimes, 
are also sent to the Treasury Solicitor, by arrangements made with the 
War Office, a questionnaire is given to all British prisoners of war on 
their return to this country, so as tc ensure that • ny fresh information 
with regard to v/ar crimes shall be at once availubL . The Treasury 
Solicitor, if he thinks the case is one for investigation, interviews the 
witnesses available in tliis country and, where necessary, takes from them 
sworn statements of their evidence, a d arrangements ore made with the War 
Office to Keep available all witnesses who may be required at the trial. 

In addition to sources of inform/:.ti< r. in the United Kingdom a direct 
channel of coi:u:iunieation lias K-.r, ust blished b-. tween the National Office 
and the appropriate officers at M.H.A.E.F. oral C.M.F., so that investiga¬ 
tion may be undert;Jeon in then. reus. With r. card to cases occurring in 
Greece, the' military nd p clitic .1 events there have made it impossible to 
establish any permanent channel of communication, but British Headquarters 
in Greece are from time to time asked to make investigations on the spot 
in particular cases where this is possible. In the Far Kart, arrangements 
•ire being made for officers attached t th Judge Advocate General's 
Depart.nn.-rit in that, zone f ci > r tL-rs ‘ rk; enquiries as to v/ar crimes and 
c-.rry out local investig 'i ns* i’ Pacific Islai Is • .•••'t Manila, 
arrangements 1 iv r -• itly l ■■ - for tlx qooj trati -t. f the Australian 

a 1 ajj a presided . v-.r by fir William ebi■, Chief Jus.tia of ^ueansl n i, 
for i> v s tic-t.i. .. a h< half f I D- "• i i ■} Kingdom Natl nal Office of war 
'’rimes in th s an . . '.11 - . f • • oriiiv r r potential war crimes 











are filed arid card-indexed and as and when addition 1 information becomes 
available it is investigated and add-d t the dossier of the particular 
case. By reason cf the fact that many witnesses are still prisoners of 
war or fer other reasons out of the United Kingdom, it has not been 
possible in many cases to obtain all the evidence available, but arrange¬ 
ments have been made tc ensure sc far as possible that, when the evidence 
is available, it will be obtained. 

(d) The general results so far obtained from investigations have, on the whole, 
been satisfactory, in view u f the fact that a great deal of the required 
evidence cannot yet be available. 

(e) Charges submitted to the United Nations War Crimes Commission are as 
follows:- 

(1) Against Germans, 113 charges have been examined read classified 
by Committee I of the Commission. A small number of further 
cases have been prepared or are awaiting preparation and will 
be submitted to the Commission in due course. 

(2) Against Italians, 47 charges have been exrenined an 1 classified 
by Committee I ;md .about 30 more cases are in the course of 
preparation. Most of them are awaiting the examination of i 
number of witnesses repatriated from Italy. 

(3) No cases have yet been filed against the Japanese, but a good 
deal of r;mterial is being collected and examined. 

(4) Two charges have been filed with the Commission against 
Rumanians. " 









SECRET 


NOC. 2(a) 
29th May, 1945 

UNITED NATIONS Y.'AR CRIMES COifMISSION 


INFORMATION SUPFLIED BY THE NATIONAL PRICES AS TO 
THEIR ORGANISATION /JO OPERATION 

Additional information received 

from Yugoslavia • 


1. The Yugoslav National Office is called the State Commission for the 
Investigation of Crimes committed by the Invaders and their Assistants. 

Its establishment was decreed at the second meeting of the Anti-fascist 
Council of the National Liberation of Yugoslavia on November 27, 1943 > 
in Jajce (see Attachment l) and its functions were laid dam in the 
Regulations prescribed by the National Committee of the Liberation of 
Yugoslavia (see Attachment 2). 

Besides the State Coixrission, there are six Federal Commissions (Serbia, 
Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Macedonia, Slovenia), and two 
provincial Commissions for the autonomous regions of Vojvodina and 
Kossovo-Metchija. The Federal and Regional Commissions work under the 
authority and supervision of the State Comiriission, which, among other 
tasks, has to .coordinate their work. The Federal and Regional Commissions, 
which use the same methods and follow* the some rules as the State 
Commission, carry out investigations of all war crimes conmitted in their 
respective territories, but officially they concern themselves with the 
criminal acts of only domestic crir.dnals and offenders, while the 
investigation of the criminal acts of alien (invaders) war criminals and 
their assistants comes only udthin the competence of the State Commission. 

The latter proceeds on the grounds of evidence submitted to it by the 
Federal and Regional Commission or of evidence it has collected itself. 

2. Thu State Commission is composed of a Chairman, Secretary and five 
members, and all the Chairmen of the Federal and Regional Commissions are 
considered as members of the State Commission. 

3. The organisation of the State Commission is as follows: 

(a) T he Administrative Department holds the registers and archives, 
the index of criminals and their victims and the documentary evidence of 
war crimes. 

^(b) The Legal Department works on the evidence that has been collected 
and draws up drafts of the documents thereby the individuals concerned 
re formally declared war criminals. Fourteen rapporteurs, all lawyers, 
mostly judges, are at present employed by this department. 

(c) The Investigation Department carries out direct investigations 
when the facts and evidence submitted by the Federal and Regional 
Commission are not complete; when a now case has been reported 
directly to the State Commission; or in cases here the personality 

of the criminal or the typo of crimes requires special attention. 

I 

A team of officials conducts special investigations of crimes 
committed through the medium of printed matter or the drdly and 
periodical press. 

(d) The Public Ril- t .ior .3 Pep - r 4 tent d ale with all the publications 
of the State Commission, and the release of information to the public, 

nd keeps a record of photographs, posters, etc. 

/ 







o _ 


4. The i-m . f the Gtotu Con lesion ia Dr. busnn Nodeljkovic, 

miversity I r« foo r;. and the Svoretury is Dr. ivan Crric, barrister. 

5. Thy methods ployed by the State Caw ission and the i’Vderal and 

•l icnnl Cui lesion are the tr- ii'ti; ri'-l . ethois of criminal procedure. 
The invosti ^tiens are un'lcrt-dcon cn the basis of char, as subi ith;c& 
by the public cr n the initiative of the Ca.udssion itself, cx officio. 
If there is any daivcr of the sue; eoted crii.iinal escaping or of his 
in; «. lin the invusti ;otion, he i3 taken into custody, but this is .soldcra 
1 ut into i ructicc at iresent for nearly ill the j rinci; al crii.dn.als, 
particularly aliens, arc outside Yu> osl-v territory and rut of roach 
cf the Yugoslav authorities. ..'itnosses are interrogated alone the usual 
lines adoptee in crii.iinal lav, and arc al uys .earned that they ::iu3t tall 
the truth ana reminded of theleral consequences of nakinu false 
3 1' - . toy .lent 3. 

’• ia. .i inv .-sti -atin crimes and identifying criminals, the State 
Ccti.iission ha3, so far, rofrrred chiefly to documents and x-hc'tofraphs 
found in enemy archives and records, as veil as to fosters and 
similar documentary evidence. 

6. The results that havi; been achieve'» so far arc satisfactory. The 
State Ga: assit n lias, u ti to, idcntiilc . 000 alien (invaders) 
criminals, 

7. The above information is trannutted on behalf of the Yugoslav 
batiunol Office. 




Trctasl' ti.vn ..ttachiaunt 1 ^ 

» 

‘.jCREV. 

I 

Setting up the t"to Cr;.mission for . 
thv invuati'ati«.n cf lri.ee omdtted 
by the Invaders -nf their Assistants. 

I 

1. 

In order to Jeter in ..’he is res; cnsible for crimes vnioh the 
inva tom tv< their assistants have com.;i tied - r.. ccsimittiiv during the 
var in ' a -c r;!- via, and t lin. and brin • t> justice the individuals respons¬ 
ible- for those cri «-s, a St r to Cera dusif n for the Investi .tlon i f 
Grilles cc . itte.i by 'lie lnv-we-rs and their .'.r. is to id is set u; under the 
Fraesi'ium of the loticnal ditt. , f Jiberati-. n of Yu osl' via. 

• 2 . 

The National Coumittoe cf Liberati n f Yu.'osl- via shall rut imto the 
racisLers of the Ccmo.issi n and sh 11 ’.i>esor.ibo tin.* re n3at.d< -ns for its -work. 


3. 

Tliis l'.’Ci>;u ca..o3 int> ffoot immediate']; 1 . , 

’!•> Jiti-:*ascist ' -unci 1 f ation.al Liberation of 

u .cola via. 

No: 1C. 

d vu.Lor 30, 1^43. Decretory Choi man 

dajc- :. (si ne-d) diduljub Grd buVic (aimed) Dr. Ivan Pibar 











Translation 


Attachment 2 


regulations 


Governing thw ' ork > f the State 
Commission f'v-r the Investigation 
i f Crines co.. .itted by the Invaders • 
and* th^ir Assistants. 

prescribed at the meeting rf the National Com ittec if Liberation of 
Vue. slavin on 'fry 6, 1 944- by virtue of the Decree ef the Idraesidiura of 
the Anti-fascist 0- unoil of National Liberation of Yugoslavia elated 
November 30, 1;43. 

.Article 1. 

Tr.sk of the State Commission for the Investigation cf the Crimes ectmaitted 
by the Invaders and their Assistants is ti collect all the facts and 
evidence necessary to. establish that a crime lias been aomrdtted and to 
identify the perpetrator c f the crime so that judjjaent any be pronounced 
by the competent ci urts gainst the ; erg -otrators of cri. ;os. 

Article 2. 

The Co. mission shall collect particulnxa concert ino the murder, 
bodily injury, ill-treatment, intern.tent, punishment, arrest, rape and 
bombardment of peaceful inhabitants, and the burning and looting cf their 
property-for the purpose of ejctoxr.iinatin r ' then, the acquiring of 
instruments for the cimmissicn of crimes, the Joj l't’ tion of peaceful 
inhabitants, eviction from or the damaging of p rivnte, national or state 
property or of tiler goois (Cultural, artistic, historical buildings and 
monuments,etc#) as •./ell as facts concerning act3 of ill-treatment of 
individuals or groups of individuals, the destruction of property or other 
goods and cf acts which contributed to the oouiiission of any of the above 
or similar crimes). 

4 

Article 3. 

Facts and evidence,shall be collected concerning the perpetrators as 
veil as the or nnisers, instigators, sti mlators, assistants and accomplices 
v/ho assisted in any ay th*-. commission or the" concealment of crimes# 

Article 4. 

Facts anil evidence tf be collected are the fi llov.lng : statements of 
perpetrators or their accomplices; abatements of 'witnesses and all persons 
regardless of their age; v/ho arc able to uivo any evidence or facts 
concerning a crime or the manner in v/hich the "ct was committed; 
documents of any kind, (letters, pamphlets, leaflets, p>osters, books, 
nev/spa^ ers, official documents, etc) issued by anyone (by the invaders, 
or their assistants, by authorities or anyone else) and in no matter 
\/hat form; photographs of the object, place and traces of the crime, 
of the instruments 1th v/hich the crime was co. .itted, of the 
perpetration of the crime, regardless of whoever took the heto-graphs; 
examinations ■ nd investig- tiona of the objects of the crime and the 
instruments -1th which they were ou .nitted; ox; ert opinions concerning the 
manner in v/hich the crime war. committed*, as well as all other instrum- nto 
and objects v/hich can be used as ovilence of the crime, ilace and time of J t,n 
commission, of the identification of the perpetrators of the crime and 
hie last place of re-si tencc* 


















- 4 - 


.Article 5. 

Nation'll authorities an! all per sc ns in ;vaaeSB r . n of any evidence 
* r v/ho‘know ;vhero such evidence is to be obtained shall immediately send it • 
oj> -,i\v the relevant information to the State- Commission, the Federal Canuissi^n 
or their croons, pith appropriate explanations of the origin of tho 
documents, and indications of which cri.ie or which perpetrator they refer 
to, how the docuiTient v. r ns obtained, and if it is not sent to the Camission 
or its organs, indicate in whose possession the document is to be found. 

Article 

Tlie State Ccrxdssion shall organize tho collecting of statistical 
details regarding the victims a f tho terror of the invaders and their 
assistants, according to -lace and district, which shall be filled in on forms 
which tho Commission will print and distribute in the national languages 
cf the respective Federal Commissions. 

fiosides this the State Commission shall conduct enquiries r.nd 
investigations concerning nl collect particulars about mass murders, looting, 
internment of people, etc. and shall collect detailed descriptions of the 
manner in which tho crimes wore committed. 

. Article 7. 

In collecting: d tails of .ar3:n, looting and other destruction, eviction 
fraa or damage of proijerty, the Catanission shall, besides establishing the 
co-amission of the crimes and identifying; the criminals, assess the value of 
the damage. 

t • . 

Article 1 8. 

The State Commission shall classify the collected facts r.nd evidence on 
a statistical basis, and '..’hen necessary shall publish the results of its work 
and investigations, or the contents of particular documents. 

The Commission will make an index of the facts and evidence collected, which 
will include: the Christian name and surname of the perpetrators, and other 
particulars concerning him, !iis last place of residence, and the type, place .am 
time of commission of the crime. 

Article 9. 

The State Ca.xAssion shall work either directly or through the Federal 
Commissions which will be appointed for the purpose by the Executive 
Committees (Praesidium) of the Federal Councils, These Commissions will 
institute their cwn organs. 

The State Commission shall uni 1 'v, coordinate and superviflft the work 
of the Federal Caninissiotps. The Federal Commissions ’./ill send all facts and 
evidence that lias be-n collected to the State Commission. 

Article 10. 

All the authorities, as well as > vary member of tho military services 
and every citisenj '..ill, at the -u pu st of the I'.tatc Commission or of the 
Fedora} Commission c-r .ny of tjieir oi\> ans, i.aike abatements, give information 
or render any assistance requir>jd. 


1 










.article 11 


Ip. its wrk ;n the invest! ati< n of the cri.tes of the invaders and 
their assistants, tb. State Commission is responsible to the National 
Caa.attee of Liberation f Yugoslavia, to which it will submit progress 
reports. 


Article 12. 

The State Commission is entitled to issue, ad thin tb framework 
of those regulations, all the orders and instructions necesstiry for 
the fulfillment of the tas!:s allotted to it. 

Article 13. 

These rc ailations acme into effect immediately. 


For the National Caxiittoe of 
Liberation of Yugoslavia. 

Chairman, Marshal of Yugoslavia 
(sirneo) Josii Broz Tito. 



















SECRET 


NOC. 2(b) 
1st June, 1945 


UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION 

INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY THE NATIONAL OFFICES AS 
TO THEIR ORGANISATION AND OPERATION 

Additional information received on 1st June> 1945, from Belgium 


1» The Belgian National Office has to date submitted cases of 328 
accuse! of which 26l have been placed on the Commission's Lists. Further¬ 
more , about 50CC cases of war crimes are- under investigation at the Belgian 
Commission of Inquiry; of these, 500 concern crimes which have been com¬ 
mitted by Germans v/ho arc identified. In about a thousand other cases all 
the necessary evidence lias been collected and the case is almost complete, 
but it has not yet been found possible to identify the perpetrators. Efforts 
are being carried out in view of such identification. 

2. The Belgian National Office is called "The Belgian Commission of 
Inquiry on the Violations of the Laws of Nations and of the Laws and Customs 
of v/ar". 

It is a Government Commission which is composed of 6 members appointed by 
the Government. Finally, the Commission has the task of recording for history 
a survey of the crimes that 'were committed in Belgium. As its work proceeds, 
it will publirh re ports on each group of Na::i crimes. 

The Commission has the wi d>.st. powers to investigatf the crime3 that are 
•within its competence -end may to this effect request tht assistance of any 
administrative or judicial authorities. From time to time, the Cora'aission 
sends reports to th ■ Ministry f .Justice. 

Furthermore, ii the Belgian Ministry of Jus tic..., a special service has 
beer: created to help the Commission r. f Ir juiry in carrying out its mission, 
and to prepare alterations to the existing legislation as may bo necessary• 

M. de - v-r* 
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May 29tli, 1945 


UNITED NATIONS .A R CRIMES COMMISSION 


NATIONAL OFFICES CONFERENCE 

Item 4 of Agcnd'i: Exchange of views and consideration of tho way 
in which persona accused of Crimea against nationals of several 
United Nations should be dealt with 

Paper by Lord Finlay 

I have been charged with the duty of introducing the fourth 
item on the Agenda. For reasons ’./hich I shall briefly indicate I suggest 
that it is probably undesirable that we should seek to formulate conclusions 
on this matter and, if this is correct, any prolonged discussion may seem 
to be unnecessary. 

This matter was the subject of a draft Convention (0,37 of 
25th July 1944) which whs submitted by the Conmission to the Governments. 
Reference nay in particular be made to Article 5 of that draft Convention: 

f 

"The High Contracting, Parties may decline to surrender to 
each other their own nationals and former nationals. 

A High Contracting party may refuse to surrender an 
alleged offender, if the offence for which his surrender is 
requested was committed within that Party's jurisdiction. 

In all cases where two or more High Contracting Parties 
request the surrender of the same alleged offender, such person 
shall be surrendered first to the Government of the State whose 
national legislation contains the heaviest maximum penalty in 
respect of the- alleged offence regarding which surrender is 
requested. 

Where the maximum penalties in respect of the offences 
for which surrender is requested are the same, surrender shall 
first be effected tu the Government which first requested the 
surrender." 

It ’was explained in the letter from the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs to Sir Cocil Hurst of January 4th, 1945» tliat his Majesty's 
Government were unable to take the view that this Convention was necessary 
or expedient. 

This question does not appear to concern the National Offices 
and for this reason it falls somewhat outside the scope of the present Confer¬ 
ence. The Commission can arid do offer suggestions and recoirmendations for the 
consideration of the Governments but 1 doubt whether any suggestion or recom¬ 
mendation on this matter would at this moment be expedient or useful. 

It is common Knowledge that the method of trial of such bodies 
as the Gestapo and S.S. and of certain major criminals is now under considera¬ 
tion. No pucr.tion of competing jurisdiction nrH ao with regard to crimin 

als arraigned before tho Court which is envisaged. Who these criminals tray be 
is as yet unknown. 










A re n.bur o: orb ' a Is wanted by several countries would probably 
be commandants, wardn. _ 'end other " r.tionaries connected v/ith camps whether 
concentration camps or prisoner of v/;u* Carons. 

It is understood that with regard to some at least of these camps 
a scheme is under consideration for the trial on the spot of the criminals 
concerned. It is obvious that, if such a scheme wore brought into operation 
with the consent of the liovornmei ts concerned, no question of competing juris¬ 
diction could arise v.i lh regard to ot\Lmi». In tried under such a scheme. 

Considerations such us those I have briefly adverted to suggest 
that this problem nr-v not bo so large in its scope as might at first appear. 
That some eases will arise in which a criminal is vtuimod for trial by two 
or more nations is probable. I sboul-1 suppose bat these cases could gener¬ 
ally be adjusted between v'.io parties concerned, in the absence of such ad¬ 
justment the matter might have to be decided by the military authority in 
whose custody was Lh-- criminal wanted. 

In all the circumstances •• and a great deal more might no doubt 
be said or written on this mater - I suggest for consideration that this 
problem, being one • ' th < iich • io ha l Lena I Offices are not concerned, is not 
one on which this Conference need sp-nd much t bra nor formulate any conclus¬ 
ions. 
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2nd Juno, 1943* 


UNITED NATIONS WAR CRBBS COUvJSSION 


NATIONAL OFFICES CONFERENCE 


ITEM No. 5 of .the AGENDA 


Cooporation botweon National Offioos and tho War 

Ortagfi C?omri»aign with a y 4 evf to.aryparing 

QYldonQQ and charges against onemv kov-rnsn who 
ham? not vet. boon lndiotod by National Offices. 


Papor by M» do BAER (Belgium). 

* V * 

Tho appearance of the Ccnmisslon’s Lists Nos. 7 and 9 seams to 
havo caused some misunderstandings. It scorns to havo boon assumed 
by sorno of tho National Offioos that tho offoot of those Lists 7 and 
9 is that porcons mentioned ,upon thorn aro listed as war orindnals 
and that no further stops aro neoass ary to bring about thoir 
punishment. , 

Suoh is ixot tho oaso. Contrary to Lists 1-2-3-4-5-6 and 8 
tho offoot of which will bo not only tho appr chons ion of tho accused 

but also thoir surrender to tho country vmoro thoy are to bo tried, 

tho effect of Lists 7 and 9 is merely that tho military authorities 
that aro occupying Germany are charged with tho task of finding and 
apprehending the persons montionod on tho Lists. If aftor their 
apprehension there is no National Office or Government or Prosecuting 
Office that brings charges against them and demands thoir dolivory ' 
for trial, thoao persons will havo to bo released . , 1 

It is also boing assumed by some that whereas it is tho duty 

of tho National Offioos to investigate all v/ar crimes that havo boon 
oomnittod within thoir own territory, it is tho task of tho War 
Crises Cotnaission to investigate tho crimes that havo been oomnittod 
olsowhore '(o, g. in Gormany) or those that have "no particular goo-' 
graphical localization". It should be made quite dear that this 
is not so: in respect of tho investigation of war orimos.tho task of 
the United Nations War Crimes Commission is merely to rooeive cases 
from tho National Officos and, aftor duo examination thereof, to draft 
• tho lists of persons to be apprehended. Dotootion 'work and tho pre¬ 
paration of chargos is the work of tho National Offioos. • 

• 

Tt is true that the Commission has, in fact, oollootod sorno 
information about various persons, especially those in high places, 
concerning thoir participation in tho gangster policy of the Third 
Roioh* Tho amount of tho information thus colloctod is already con¬ 
siderable and it is increasing every day but it is merely oollootod 
for an informative purposo, and it is for tho. National Offices to make 
suoh uso of this infomation as they think fit. To dato, very littlo 
uso has boon uado of this information. 


XXX 


In order to avoid ary disappointment or r.usunderstanding it is 
important that the National Offices should know tho present stato of 
affivirs, especially in respect of tho leading personalities of the 
Reich. 

There arc, first of all, the members of tho Gorman Government 
and of the Nazi party who arc responsible for framing the policy of 


i 












terrorism and extermination, in complete disregard of the Common Lav/ of 
Nations. Same of those men have boon accused - by one or more National 
Offices - of participation in specific war crimos and havo accordingly 
been placed on lists. Those men will bo handed over to the governments 
at whose request they havo boon listed. Others, howevor, have not boon 
acousod by any National Office, and the consequence thereof is that, 
although they bear a hoavy responsibility in the crimos that havo boon 
comnittod, they may oscapo punishmont. 

Secondly, there is the class immediately below the top men: 
Gauleiters, high officials of the Nazi party, of the German administra¬ 
tion in Germany and in the occupied countries, Comnand3rs of the Army, 
Navy, and Air Porco, of the SS., the SA. and the Gestapo, etc. A few 
havo been accused of participation in actual crimes or in the framing of 
terrorist policy, but the majority of them, although oqually responsible, 
havo not been accused. The War Crimes Commission has tried to fill 
this gap by issuing Lists 7 and 9 in the hopo that the persons mentioned 
upon them would not be overlooked. 

It oannot onough bo strossod that if the National Officos wish to 
see a just punishment imposed upon those men they should investigate 
theso oasos themselves and bring chargos egainst them. 

XXX 

I 

It has been assumed by some that the United Nations would imposo 
punishment upon those men, and recent Press reports havo given some 
consistence to this rumour. 

It has boon namoly reported that on iloy 2nd, President Truman, 
seoing. that tho other Unitod Nations had not framed the machinery to 
punish tho leaders and principal agents of the Axis, has taken the 
initiative of proposing that these accusod bo brought to trial before 
an International Military Tribunal. Tho President had appointed Mr. 
Justioe Jackson to proparo the prosecution in the name of tho Unitod 
States. 

■ ' *■ r 

On the other hand, during the last week, it has boon reported 
that tho British Government did not conour with this view and intended • 
that tho imposition of punishment should be made by executive decision. 

To those who know the high tradition of fairness of the British Govern¬ 
ment, it is impossible to bolievo that such executive decision will be 
taken without giving the reasons for tho punishment of each individual 
and without the accused being given a chance to present his defence, at 
least in a summary way. 

Thoreforo, whothor tho punishment is to be imposed by an Inter¬ 
national Military Court or by moans of a political decision, it is 
cssontial that chargos as precise as possible bo brought against these 
persons.' 

One of the purposes of this Conference is to point out this 
necessity to the National Offices. Tho War Crimes Commission will givo 
them all the help it can to build up these cases but it is for them to 
toko the initiative. 

A few examples of what can be done in this field will bo given as 
illustrations during tho Conference. 

Furthermore', it is hoped that the organisations set up by S.H.A.E.F. 
in enor.y-occupiod country, which arc operating on the 3pot, and should 
have access to the records and archives of the-German administration, will 
co-operate in this work of investigation, namely, in respect of the persons 
mentioned in tho Commission’s Lists Nos, 7 ^-nd 


-3- 


To 3un up: The majority of persons mentioned on Lists Nos. 

7 and 9 have not boon ohargod by the National Offioos as war criminals. 
Nevertheless, the War Crimes Commission had roosons to believe that 
thoso persons are among those who bear a heavy part of the responsi¬ 
bility. The Commission invites the National Offices - and also 
S.H.A.E.F. - to collect as much information as possible about the 
activities of these persons. The National Offioos are invited to 
bring oharges against then. Only a close co-operative effort between 
the National Offices, S.H.A.E.F., and the War Crimes Commission will 
suocood in satisfying the publio demand for justice. 
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2nd June, 1945. 

UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIiiES COMMISSION 

NATIONAL OFFICES CONFERENC E 
Item 6 of the Agenda 

ESTABLIShC.mlNT OF CLOSER CONNECTIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED 
NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION AND THE NATIONAL OFFIC ES 
AND THE STRENGTHENING AND ASSISTING OF THESE OFFICES 

Paper by Dr. R« Zivkovid. 

m * 

I havo been requested to put forward in a 3*nort report tho 

question of the establishment of closor connections between the United 
Nations War Crimes Comission and the National Offices of the Governments 
represented on the Commission. 

I. Tho Present Position. 

In tho first place, it should be pointed out that, up.to date, 
relations between the War Crimes Comission*have been chiefly' confined 
to the submission by tho latter of charges against war criminals to the 
War Crimes Commission. Apart from that, the War Crimes Commission has 
prepared a number of informative reports which it has boon sending to 
tho National Offices. This link between the War Crimes Commission and 
the National Offices has been maintained through the delegates of the 
various Governments and uhc War Crimes Commission. Some of the dele-, 
gates represent not only their Governments, but also, at the same time, 
their respective National Offices, whereas others only represent their 
Governments. 

Such is, in short, the present position which we have to 

consider. 

II. The Investigation of War Crimes. 

The link that thus exists in the present position is maintained 
within the scope of the invest igating function of the War Crimes Commis¬ 
sion for tho following purposes: 

(a) That the war criminals charged by the National Offices be 
inscribed on the listt. of the War Crimes Commission. 

(b) That these lists be transmitted to the Allied military 
authorities, in order that these authorities can proceed 
with the detection and apprehension of war criminals and 
their eventual surrender to the authorities envisaged in 
the Moscow Declaration of November 1, 1943- 

In respect of thi3 link, it is desirable that a close co¬ 
operation should be established between the War Crimes Commission and the 
National Offices. 

One of the fields in which such a closer co-operation is desirable 
is the field to which General de Baer has drawn the attention of the Con¬ 
ference in his report, that is to say, that the War Crimes Commission and 
the National Offices should together prepare evidence raid charges against 
enemy key-men, who have not yet been irLLict^d by the National Offiovs . 

Apart from that, I think that the following two questions belong 
to the same field of co-operation: 

(a) That tho War Crimes Commission should collect on its own 
initiative , wherever possible, pariioulars arid evidence 
not available to the National Offices , regardless of 

' _ I 

♦and the National Offices 



















whethor the Commission itself will use them or will trans¬ 
mit them to the National Offices concerned. This was one 
of the activities that the Commission decided many months 
ago should be entrusted to a Central Investigating Officer 
(Doc. C.66/1). 

(b) That the War Crimes Commission should act as an intermediary , 
when requested by a National Office to undertake investigations 
on its behalf, either through the Allied military authorities 
concerned (in eneii\y territories), or by sending the request 
to the National Office of another Allied country (in Allied 
territories). 

r 

The above two aspects of co-operation would cover almost all practi¬ 
cal requirements in regard to the function of investigation. 

But, this is not the only function of the War Crimes Commission and 
the National Offices. 

III. The Appi’Ohcnsion and Surrender of War Criminals. 

We know that the United Nations Governments have not formed a 
pormanent, special and common body to supervise the carrying out of the 
chief consequences of the investigating function, i. e. of the apprehension 
and surrender of war criminals. They have, or they will have, military 
anc/or political bodies in the territories of enemy states which bear a 
general responsibility for all questions that have to be dealt with in 
connection with the occupation and /uiministration of these eneny terri¬ 
tories. There is no practical co-ordination between these bodies, nor 
is there any common survey or common centre of information, or any co¬ 
ordination in respect of their particular activity in the specific field 
of war crimes. 

l • ** 

I v/ould say that the United Nations Governments had no need to set 
up such a particular central body, for the very simple reason that they 
have already established the United Nations War Crimes Commission. 

Practically spooking, it has boon loft to the War Crimes Commission to 
take such initiative as it should deem necessary on all questions 
regarding war crimes. Moreover, in view of the position that I have 
described, it can hardly be expected that the United Nations Governments 
will undertake the required steps, without the initiative of the United 
Nations War Crimes Commission. 

The following may servo as illustrations of such a state of affair's: 

• i 

(a) The apprehension of v/ar criminals has not yet started en 
an equal basis in all the enemy occupied countries; for 
example, while it has now begun in Germany, nothing has 
been undertaken in Italy. 

(b) The surrender of v/ar criminals on the lines laid down in 
the Moscow Declaration has not begun at all. 

Therefore, it the present stage of events, when all the enony states in 
Europe have been occupied, aid fill the Allied territories have been liberated, 
it is clear that this question of the apprehension and surrender of v/ar 
criminals acquires an importance of the first magnitude, as great,as, if net 
greater, than the questions relating to the investigation of war crimes. 

That is why I think that this question deserves the greatest attention 
of the Conference when it considers the establishment of closer co-operation 
between the 'll -r Crimes Commission and the National Offices. 













Tho War Crimes Commission is the channel through which war crininals 
who are on tho lists of the National Offices have to be apprehended and 
surrendered to the courts of the countries concerned. On the other hand, 
the National .Offices arc the bodies which are responsible to their 
Governments for ensuring that the war criminals on their lists are appre¬ 
hended and surrendered. Thus, the relationship that exists in this 
rospect between the National Offices and tho War Crimes Commission appears 
quite clear. But v/hat is not so clearly defined is when it \/ill no longer 
be a question of the mere transfer of the namc*3 of war criminals from the 
lists of the National Offices, tlirough the lists' of the War Crimes Commis¬ 
sion, to the military authorities which have to apprehend them, but of 
ensuring that these arrests arc carried out anl that the war crininals, who 
are apprehended, are in fact s’.irrcnderod to the States who have requested 
their surrender. In this connection wo can envisage two courses of action: 

(a) Direct diplomatic contact between the Govern.tent requesting 
the surrender ef the war criminals and tho Government whose 
military forces have to corxy out the surrender. Here the 
National Office acts through the Department of Foreign 
Affairs of its Governments, 

(b) Tho National Office acting directly through the War Crimes 
Commission, which then appears as an intermediary between 
the National Office and the apprehending authorities. 

What is importtint is that this second course of action appeal's, with 
a number of countries, as the most natural course, because in these 
countries the National Offices are vested with a special competence and 
do not act at all through the channels of their Department for Foreign 
Affairs, but directly on behalf of the Governments. 

The first course is left chiefly to those countries whose National 
Offices are not vested with a special competence and must act, through 
diplomatic channels. 

Such differences in the demarcation of tho competence between the 
National Offices and the Diplomatic Services of theii' Governments, shows 
in .any case that with a number of countries, the War Crimes Commission 
remains or becomes the institution which should play tho r 61 e of a cen¬ 
tral inters odiary organ in the question of the apprehension and surrender 
of war criminals. 

This is one of the most important aspects of the co-operation 
between the War Crimes Commission and the National Offices that should 
be defined by the Conference. 

IV, Other Aspects, 

It is a matter of course that, apart fresu those, there is a certain 
number of minor aspects of such a co-operation that should be considered 
as well. They will certainly emerge as the result of the discussion that 
will follow n\y report, mid that is why I leave them aside hero. 


y t . Nation:.! Offices not represented on the United Nations War Crimes 
Commission. 


ilc./cv^x', before coiiCx-udlng, wish to dr vw .o^Oax^x.oix .o .you xiioultex* 
important question when speaking of the establishment of closer connections 
between the War Crimes Commission and the Nr tional Offices. And that is 

the question of the co-operation with tho National Offices of the countries 
that are not represented on the 'War Crimes Coixiission. 1 refer here more 
particularly to the Soviet National Office, I believe that I shall be 
expressing the common view, when I say that the absence of our Soviet Ally 
in our common work on war crimes is greatly felt. This can. es not onlv a 

















groat gap in the fulfillment of our tasks, but is also a rarest obstacle 
to our ~fforts to ‘overcome the difficulties of a practical and political 
nature. 

V'c know that this absence is due to purely diplomatic reasons, .and 
not because the Soviet Government and their National Office were unwilling 
to co-operate. Vic know that these diplonatic reasons still exist. I 
think, however, that this Conference should in .any case consider the 
possibility of establishing ary kind of co-operation v.'ith the Soviet 
National Office, without prejudice to diplomatic relations. 

These are the problems to which, I consider*, answers should be found, 
and I an confident that if 1 have overlooked some other problen that 
should have been included in ry report, this gap will successfully bo 
filled -with your assistance. 
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UNITED NATIONS ' VK CKIi EfJ CO: "MISSION 

NATIONAL OFFICES CONFERENCE 

CHAIRMAN' S INTRODUCTORY SPEECH 


Tho Conference is nuc in. - at an important uaient in the history 
of tho Unitod Nations ' ar Crim&B Corn dssion and its associated agencies, 

Tho tine has no 7 col io when tho mere coll ection of material must 
change over into notion. Action here means the trial of criminals and 
their conviction, sontence and punishment where appropriate. That is the 
goal to which wc have all been a rkin *, Justice to bo effective must be 
expeditious, any avoidable delay is certainly niasKLovious and may be fatal 
to the attainment of the object which is sou-ht, that is the }unishment 
of the criminals for the double pur ose of retribution to satisfy the 

pbople's demand for justice, and of warning and example to deter such crimes 

/ 

in fdture. 

At this 3 tape the part token by the National Offices is of primary 
importance. It is well known that the machinery for the punishment-cf war 
criminals involves a complex interlockin' system composed of the Commission, 
the National Offices and tlio Military. 

The Commission, an international body, not the creation or creature 
of any one Foreign Of lice, was constituted at a meeting of the Ministers. 
or other representatives of the United Nations in October 1943. Its 
object as lefinod in the oflicial reiport of the meeting v.-as to investigate 
wa:r .crimes and to z-eport, wherever possible, the names of the crpetrators 
to tho Governments. The word "invocti - ate" .van suooptible of a n'UTtwer 
or a viler interpretation. It mi - ht have meant the whole scope of 
criminal investi ;ation, all the lotectiw operations of whatever kin 1 and 
in whatever place, necessary for the com; lctu uncovering of U 10 crimes 
and criminals. That would have involved a ccr.rrfl.ete detective system. 
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directed from acme central office, mi operating by means cf staffs of 
detectives pursuing their investigations in whatever part of the world 
the ca30 require':, but directed by and' responsible to the Commission which 
could then prepare and present the complete material for prosecution 
in each case. 

I understand that in Russia there is such a Corporation or Commission 
• • 
which takes up each case, (for example, at such centres as Kharkov) and as 

soon as possible when the place or area is liberated, holds a full enquiry 

onl pid i a hea a report, listing the names of the persons'charged. Thus the 

whole case is prepared and is ready fer bringing into Court. 

But when the United Nations 7nr Crimes Commission was charged with 
investigating crimes, a muoh narrower function was intended and understood. 

It was provided with m machinery for investigation in the full’ sense; it had 
no detective organisation or staff, ' r hat it had to do was to "investigate" 
the statements sent into it in order to report whether a prima facie case of 
a war crime '.ms shown, and revert tc the governments accordingly. This has 
been treated as the primary function of the Commission from the outset. 

It was thus necessary to have some body or bodies to conduct the 
detailed detective enquiries in the appropriate localities. That duty was 
imposed on the National Offices, These offices were established and maintained 
by each of the United Nations. E^oh office was the creature of the particular 
nation which established it. The Canrdssion has no effective control over 
the National Offices. But a general 'advisory capacity was vested in it 
in April 194-V, when the idea of having a separate subsidiary Commission to 
consider legal questions was abandoned and instead the Commission established 
Committee III to deal with such matters, the Commission lias thus been led 
to lock into the constitution and procedure of the National Offices because 
it is clear that if they do not perfona their duty properly in collecting 
material for charges and reporting- chorees to the Commission, the vdiole system 
v.dll break down i r be -1 least i;rotantn ineffective. 

The result has be.n that this Conference has been called to discuss 
the whole position of the .itionnl Offices and tc consider among ourselves 
how best to ; remote the efficiency of th*. ov.-tem. be sirll be helped also 













1 y cxoidnin • and eollectin; th>. different Replies • inch have been 
circulate to the questionnaire which has Veen addressed to the offices, 
Assuming as ..e do that it is one of the mjor purposes of the victory 
that due justice should he done to the cri Inals, and assuming that the 
role played by the offices is vital, the e-hole question is of first 
importance. It requires full, frank and candid discussion in all its 
aspects, 

hon I exo: tine the Replies I notice that in the majority of 
cases the National Office is a sej ar- te Co. . is ion or organisation with 
a st-'ff of its own. One very admirable system,is that of the French 
National Office as. stated by Professor Gros (p. 8 of Replies).jj. 

lias both a central directorate and regional services throughout France and 
also liaison officers in other countries. It ..say take- up any case on 
its own initiative and Ins full detective rowers. 

Another office which is excellently organised is the Polish 
National Office. It has on its staff 11 local nenbers. It is in 

•d 

its activities largely independent, subordinated directly to the 
: inister of Justice, 

By contrast to these two countries where the crimes complained 
of ver ainly durin ; • oneoy occupation, the Office of the fnitod States 
iay be considered. That office established in ' shin ton, D.C., 
in Septe. .her 19b. under -\ lirective of the Secretary of ' ! h r. It is 
directed ’ y Brigadier tenoral //oir and is in the office of the Tudgo 
..dvacate General, it ir.n ranch offices in p-ris, in the Mediterranean 

Area, in the Central Pacific and bouthwost Pacific Areas. Its resent 
3taf: is ?9 oflicers nd U5 civilians, specially qualifi.i by -yerlence 
in the invest! ation of cri.'inal cases. There .is als naval c ntinyant. 
The ’.let hols of the office are > -l-ioei t r, 13 of the Replies. 


(l) Annex II 











Thu Office of the United Kingdom is a branch of the , 

Treasury Solicitor's department and ie under the charge of 
Hr. P.H.B. Kent, dll information about \/ar crimes i3 sent from 
the various departments to the Treasury Solicitor, Sir Thomas 
Barnes, '.-ho is the head of the national Office, 3o also is 
information from various sources overseas. 


"-’bon the Replies .re ire filed, 1 s ec ho el c v?Jcia -.ms still under 
uncjmy occupation, but a very active National Office v. r as functioning 
in London, draain • its .materi 1 ainl. ■ from the Under round 
movement and from escaped prison* -s art ther quarters. 

Of the Dominions, Can da has only recently acceded to the 
Cam issicn, Australia has a minted Sir /illiam "ebb as far Crimes Coia- 
nissionor, and has presented, besides other cases, the only N'val 
char.*e so far brought before the Ccv. ission. This fact is interesting 
hen th Teat extent of the naval ; perations is re.nembcrod,(Soe Annex.) 

I tvmv... sufficiently illustrated the -..idespe- 1 activities'of 
same of the ; at ion .1 Offices. dt the present moment a most important 
task of the rational Oil ices is the uesl i n. of repatriated prisoners 
of •..'.or and release l survivors of the concentration camps, The former 
•..•culd naturally be the uty of tie dtionai 0 ice of the c< untry to 
hich the prisoners belon, , an; th latter ■mould fall tc the lot of 
the National Offices of the di ‘ t*v:f countries of .'hich the various 
inmates v. . e subjects, Each c p . nor.-ally incluit nationals 
of .nuvy countries. These are l otn .v • nt na i. i .eui te r acts ii 
anytlunp like c . ■ '! etfe invest! *ati -n is’ ai at. 


/ 


/ 
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■Ait, in 1 edition, in the c-ae of the liberate. countries, there in 
on cnornous unexplored field. The invecti ;aticn ox' atrocities oor.i.iittod 
in each country by thjc 'er.rmn luring the' occupation, mss uurdors, mss 
do ortations of slave labour, forced prostitution, torture, looting, etc. 
Thus, Dr, Zivkovic, vho has recently cane back from Yugoslavia, reports 
that he has brought back’ a large nu.itor of oases for submission to the 
Ca.ilisiion. There a, certainly rent ras.es of atrocities to be examined 
•and reported fror.i Norway, Don... ri:, Belgiure, Holland and Greece, All this 

• r 

calls for arluous exertions fro:.! the respective National Offices, In 
Germany, since its occupation, the respective National Offices ill have to 
send invecti ntin team to cooperate ith the . Hilary in collecting 
evidence sr.b trackin’ Jen aitnessee «nd criminals in Germany, 

"'he vhclo idea of the system. was that the Uni,tod Nations should each do 
ito over-..c-rk in brin in>' tc justice those enej.de 3 -’he cc.:.iittcd offences 
against its nationals. The root idea \-as self help, but the uidanoe raid 
assistance cf the military and the Go:, ission each in its special sphere 
■/as also envisa ed. 

The rule of conduct ed died in the i iosocv Declaration cf November, 

194d, carried the principle of national self help still further, indeed 
inti the sphere cf trial. Those , h<. have been c lied ordinary criminals 
(though their ori es x.\,rv extraordinary) v/ero to bo 3cnt by the . Hilary, 
after apprehending the: 1 under the charges l.sted y the Co..-.,ission, to the 
countries in hich they had cc... .ittod their atrocious crimes, there to bo 
tried by the lave 'of the sever'd countries. The idea no doubt ’ as that 
the local -.-itnessos -could be readily available. The National G< urts ' ould 
eci . . • hat la .s On. rh"! : roce.luro v/ure a licable, ?h. otoriml far trial 
•w'oulv . . thr t . rovi led ! v the • tianal efficos, 

Tl. 'V'"-' • ’ *j. ;• iii 1. , . r in th convenient ghrase- the Key 

Criminal 31 *./aa opocialli reserved y ’ o eclar fcion i lie Loalt 
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v/ith according to the decision ox' the Governments. Thin was a little 

i 

vague, but many of the moot outstanding cf the major criminals have solved 
the question by talcin their ovn lives or have been liquidated. But a 
great many arc still left includin'' gnulciters, regional governors, comp 
ccr.r.iandancs, .Military corw.anders, and others ./hose offences though 
committed against Allied nationals wore co. ...itted on ..xis territory. The 
National Offices have a duty in investigatin such cases as they arc 
doing, for instance by Means of investigating teams sent out for the purpose, 
such as that nov,- operating in Gemany under Dr. Seer. I have sufficiently 
outlined the Methods and principles of procedure which will ap ly mutatis 
mutandis to the Eastern theatres of war. 

The primary fimetion of the rdlitttry was to apprehend the criminals 
named in lists issued by the Connission of persons against whom there is 
r prima fucie case of v/ar crimes. The rapidity v/ith \/hich the victorious 
armies have advanced has certainly sic.piifled matters in the case of some 
of the more notorious criminals, mat numbers of './ha.i have fallen into tho 
bag. But a3 regards the vast crowds of loss conspicuous offenders, tho 
military have in tho main to rely c.n the lists supplied by the Ccmnission, 
which principally aepends on * he information provided by the National Offices. 




Thc-se lists so far do not include- xvlny thousand names, but even so the task 
of identification i3 extremely difficult. It is being attacked v/ith great 
determination and ingenuity by tho military organisation. 1 do not know hew 
many su3i ects have been already identifieil and arrested in the screening 
process employed by the- military authorities, but it is I foci ourc 
very large. The military authorities in screenin ' tho enc: .y prisoners do 
a great deal of identification. 

Thu campaign of racial extermination of the .Tows has special features 

which do not generally fall within the sphere of the f-’-tional Offices, as 

for instance the case of Dorman Jw*3 murdorwd. in Gumuiy, But the must 
* * 

numerous cases f mass extermination cf Jews have occurred in occu' ied 
territory or concern Jews carried ut f dr any into occupied territory to 


be exterminate i -s in vb notorious ct necr.t.rntion cw q e like .aidcnslr n nd 
others. .here the Juv/s bolon.• It. no •’ ' ■ 'nitcvl itions, its wtiunal 


/ 
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Office would normally collect evidence and 3ubnit reports, ".3 for instance 
hr *.3 be-, n lone or is nein ■ lone by the Polish National Office, The Jewish 
problem has special features cf its cr.vn and ill need special examination. 

The Comrdssion has, however, power to *ct on its o'..n initiative in listing 

I 

offenders nd has done so in its Seventh and Ninth Lists of Key Criminals. 

» 

There is much .jcro that I could say about the work of the National Offices, 
but %vc arc here in this Conference bopinnin a detailed survey cf v/hat they 
have done ".nd yd.ll lo, 1 must devote the rest cf :ny observations to the 
activities, actual and prospective, of the Commission. 

I have indicated its ; ri...ary functions and its general 3Ccpe. If I v/cre 
to sun it up in a ft?..* words the Cc i .ission'3 primary fuention is to act as 
a sort of com dttinr na istrate. It is also a central clearing house for 
the records and is thus able to classify and compare the cases and franc 
(general charces of conspiracy in crime. It also advisofj the National Offices 
in' their task. It is thus 'Lie to brin * an impartial jud nent at the 
international level. .’tint makes it impossible to say when • arrests are .ado 
of arsons listed by the Co. isaion that they "re made on the partial un¬ 
checked stat a -nt c f a sin. do ’ovornment or nation. This is a vital element 
in the '..hole scheme which aims at .justice not revenue. The Cn.cnission stands 
as the public embodiment of .justice and of international lav in the particular 
sphere of \/ar crimes. 

It may be said that there have, been many ’ ars in the past and it .any 

be asked why all this has not been -tone before, but surely it is an nsvr 

(up to a point) that n< war in the ~st has been marked by the deliberate and 

systematic cruelties and a Irocities . hich have characterised tliis war. 

It would be a sad thin * for mankinl in tlie futire if such deeds passed 

$ 

without the judfjnont of the •r.niseionce of mankind bciru: passed on their 
criminality, not merely by aca te do censure or rebuke } but by accusation 
of the malefactors (so far as they surviv. ) w 1 their trial before properly 
constituted c -urts, vindicatin • th t there ir. an international lav: able tc 
deal with such crimes an a : .aciiinery t. punish the - * i international 
lav/ which, in Roosevelt'::. r s. 


"has tec th 
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Thu Commission has, in its advisory capacity, examined the nature of 
that law and the appropriate Courts to enforce it. I have already adverted 
to cne type of Court, the National Courts. There/ is also the Military Court, 
or the Mixed Military Court either of which may be established by the Com- 
mar.der-in-Chief or by the heads of the Allied Military Control in the res¬ 
pective areas of their jurisdiction. This is a Court long recognised by 
International Law. The Commission last year examined its nature and functions. 

President Truman in a press communique a little time ago, said that 
"It is our objective to establish as soon as possible an international military 
tribunal and to provide a trial procedure which will permit no evasion or delay 
- but one 'which is in keeping with our tradition of fairness towards those 
accused of crime. Steps to carry this out are actually under way". This is 
not inconsistent with the use of National Courts to which I have referred. 

In any event it i3 an alternative method, but so far as my present thoughts 
have taken me, trials before National Courts could net be worked except in the 
case of individual accuse! and of localised offences. The special feature of 
the Nazi or Fascist crimes is that they are not merely done on an unprecedented 
scale over the whole range of military operations and enemy occupation, but 
that they exhibit every trace of a general scheme; they ail clearly emanate 

i 

from a master criminal and his entourage and are carried out according to 

plan by elaborate organised agencies and Instrumentalities - tliat is by 

individuals acting under common direction and in common concert. This mass 

criminality has been forced on the attention of the Commission and has caused 

them to consider special methods of dealing with it. In particular experience 
1 

has made the Commission realise that membership of a particular organisation 
which has systematically organised and effected the perpetration of atrocities 

I 

is prima facie evidence of guilty complicity: I say prima facie, because it 
might be possible for on accused member to show that he was in no way implic¬ 
ated. He might displace the prima facie evidence if he could produce adequate 
proof. This would apply for instance to members of the German Government. 
























In the some wny membership ir. .1 body like the Gestapo or a particular 


section ci* it eight in proper coses raise a nrima facie presumption of im¬ 
plication in atrocities ooi.eittC'.i by the Gestapo or a particular section. On 
similar principles, where the evidence is net so clear against articular 
numbers, the Ccnsaissi a has recorra. -ended that all :ne; bore of the Gestapo or 
particular sections of the £ * c •, should be held in protective custody if they 


be apprehended apart from proof of any specific offence. 

The general character of the atrocities which have to be considered is 
conveniently indicated by the word terrorism. The word is thus used in a 
pregnant sense, and the plan according to which they are carried out at differ- 

I 

er.t times and ir. different places, has been conveniently described as "the 

% 

pattern". 

To explore the so ideas is peculiarly the function of the Commission, 

% 

which as a clearing house of charges, is acquiring the material to compare 
and classify, to point to common features, and to trace the crime from the 
actual perpetrators to the central mind or authority, 3uch as Hitler or Goering 
right through the intermediate agencies, often by a chain of orders or direct¬ 
ives passing down the line, and tc analyse the element of common' purpose or 
conspiracy. As material has accumulated this is becoming increasingly 
possible and is' engrossing the. attention of the Cormdssion. For instance 

A 

there -are tne extraordinary similarities between the different concentration 
camps, and between the crimes of dostroyii.g villages and their inhabitants, 
which have been coinhitted in different parts of Europe. 

The Commission has also established special lists of suspects and 
witnesses, and has established lists of "Units" of greater or le3:: siso, in 
cases v/here organised bodies of men, generally military, have been concerned in 
an atrocity and it is impossible to identify the hand of’ the individual 
wrongdoer. 

all these considerations and many more illustrate the irrportance of 
the functions of the Commission. What is being dealt vith is not merely the 


particular wickedness of the individual wrongdoer, but that wickedness as an 
item in a concur bed whole * But the individual crime i3 itself of so heinous 
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a character that nc one could be heard to say that he did not know of its 
criminality. . 

If the Court is a national Court it may apply its National Law, because 
the atrocities are such as to be crimes by every civilised law. But there 
is also the customary Law of Nations, which is to a large extent embodied 
expressly or by the general covering words of the Preamble of the Hague 
Convention of 1907 on the Customs of Law on Land and similar naval and air 
conventions, dll of which may be taken to represent the conventional or 
customary or common lav/ applicable in such affairs and accepted by the 
consensus of the nations. 

I do not appreciate how the question of the appropriate tribunals which 
confused people’s minds so much at the end of the last war, need now give apy 
trouble. But the Commission has elaborated a system of inter-allied Courts 
to be established if ne-ed bo, by treaty between the allied nations, which 
v/ould take care sf trials if there should be any which lay beyond the scope 
of the National Court or the Military Courts. Perhaps the occasion for such 
Courts may never arise. 

The Commission has also formulated a scheme under which it could con¬ 
stitute a central advisory bureau, a sort of liaison department, wliich without 
encroaching on the activities of the National Offices or the military could 
bring together and harmonise them or at least give the benefit of its wider 
experience to those other bodies and so lead to completer co-operation and 
effectiveness. 

it is in tliis spirit that we meet at this Conference. There have been 
difficulties in securing the necessary personnel for the Commission but it 

i 

hopes to overcome them. It has recently appointed two officers, called legal 
officers, one from Czechoslovakia and one from Poland, to help in the task of 
examining the «•.•?:+ in f h : .-. 'p-tioral Offices "*vA Ty to niH 

the National Offices in the preparation of cases. The number.of such officers 

may usefully be increased. Another officer shortly to be appointed is a 

* 

public Relations Officer. Until r ntly complete secrecy was enforced and 

/ 
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observed by the Commission. This led tt several attacks upen it in the Press, 
to which it cculd not reply. The principal reason fer this secrecy was the 
fear of reprisals by the Germans or. our prisoners of war* But thi 3 reason 
no longer exists, at least in the European sphere cf operations. I think 
on this side at least of the world, the doings T the Commission need not be 
kept secret except perhapis in very special cases. Secrecy is always undesir¬ 
able if it can be avoided. I hope that in the For East it will only be en¬ 
forced or observed where necessary, for instance for reasons of security or 
to avoid the risk of aurisals. It is intended to publish a statement cf the 
doings of this Conference and the matter has been placed in the hands of a 
Public Relations Officer. 

I have in the main limited myself in these observations, necessarily 
incomplete, to the European theair of operations, leaving cut the Russians 
who have their own most efficient Commission. Some liaison between these two 
Commissions may gradually grow up. Put the Chungking Sub-Commission and the 
various offices operating in the Far East and the pacific are* of great and 
growing importance. The Commission has an important duty in regard to them. 

Lot me finish as 1 began by emphasising that the; time for action has 

/ 

begun. From the first moment that I become a member f the Commission 1 have 
wondered how long it would be be fore trials could begin. New the tine seems 
to be within a measurable listance. This is action. The Commission has 
suffered much reproach and depreciation. But it has kept its course. It has 
at least hold aloft the banner of international justice. It has been a rally¬ 
ing centre for those who had that justice at heart. It would have been a sad 
day for the future of mankind if justice wore not vindicated. I feel that 
justioe will bo vindicated this time. Future ages will be able to say that the 
deep seated common instincts of humanity have* r. >w at last found expression in 
acts of just retribution. The suicide of so many of the criminals cannot well 
be ascribed to the p'j.gs of conscience but should bo attributed to Hr. f r 
that if they cannot esc po apprehension by tb Allied armies, they are n t 











likely tc escape the just action of the United Nations or jU3t retribution 
for the innocent blood they have shed or the unutterable tortures 
they have inflicted on their helpless victims* 

This is the goal to which our efforts and toil have been directed. Many 
difficulties have been faced. Much discourage.munt overcome. The end is worth 


while. Fiat justitia. 
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UNITED NATION'S ;AR CRESS COI.i.JdSION 


NATIONAL OFFICES GONEGREECE 
Items 2 & 3 of Agenda 

THE ESTABLISH! ENT AND LiAINYENANCE' OF A CENTjtAL 
RECOILING OFFICE, THE POOLING OF INFORMATION OK 
T<‘AR CRIMES, AND T!IC ESTfuJLISIEiENT OF A UNIFORM 
INDE -ING SYSTEM AND USE OF iTRIFORM •IACHINS RECORDS, 


Pape-r by Colohcl Hodgson (U.S.A.) 


The second and third subjects on the Agenda are as folio 1 ,vs : 

"2, Establishment and'maintenance of a central record-* 
ing office and pooling of information on war crimes: 

I 

(a) Information actually available in the 
bar Crimes Com..isoion; 

(b) Supply of information by the Go,ni.iission 
to the National Officesj 

(c) Supply of information by the National 
Ol’ilces to the Y.’ar Grimes Commission. 

3, Establishment of a uniform indexing system ana use 
of uniform machine records". 

These subjects vill lie discussed seriatim. 

. I. 

At present two classes of agencies ar<- uetecting, investigating, and 
recordinr evidence of vnr orinc3 : 

(a) The national offices of the Governments, 

(b) The military .ncios with the so-eral Allied headquarter 

There arc. sixteen separate national offices, set up by the 
Governments pursuant to a recoruoiv".ation of the United Nations "or Crimes 
Commission, detecting, investigating ~nd recording evidence of war crimes, 
each one acting on behalf of one of the vsixteen member Governments 
(Doc. ROC.2). In addition, the Soviet Extraordinary State Commission 
is performing the same function for the U.S.G.R, Each national office is 
a separate nd istinct organisation which performs its functions on 
behalf of its Government independently and, so for 03 is known to the 
Commission, without regular liaison or exchange of information and 
evidence with the other national of'‘ices or the Soviet Extraordinary 
State Caa dssion. Thus, when crimes - re detected and investigated by 
these sixteen separate operational ' gonoies, the infor/aation and evidence 
are filed and recorded in sixteen c, mol t ly separate and independent 
offices. Except for the G> Vermont of \/hioh national office is a part, 
presumably no e ther Govern .ant lias knov/le igo of or access to its records. 
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This, as has been repeatedly pointed out in the Commission, results in 
sixteen lratcr-tight './nr cri. ics compart? ients. 

In addition to those sixteen separate agencios, the several Allied 
Military headquarters, through their personnel, intelligence and Military 
government sections, have discovered v/nr crimes and collected and recorded 
evidence in respect of the a. These agencies, acting cn an international 
level, are separate and apart from the many national offices. 

The records of the- Co iseion do not remedy this situation : 

_a? The cases sent to the Can dcsion, at the Me3t, ; re mere 
summaries of the basic evidence in the possession of the national offices. 

b. Cases in the Mentioned form are ordinarily sent to the Commission 
only when they art believed to be reasonably complete. Information in 
respect of other cases is retained by the national offices. 

_o. Some governments havi~ file! no cases and others only a fev/ 
oases with the CoM.iission. 


In view of the .mentioned situation, it is believed tint consideration 
shoulii be given to the establishment "nd maintenance of a central v/ar crimes 
recording’ office or of sene utljer acceptable moans for "the pooling of 
infer. iStion on ’./.or crimes. 

The principal reasons for the establishment of a central recording 
office arc the ivilcr./inn : 

_a. That uy the com lcto recording and analysis of evidence in a 
central office it could be sheen that the Axis Governments caau lit ted a 
pattern of v/ar era res throughout the areas of their operations. The constant 
recurrence of war crimes of well- arked types is, itself, strong evidence that 
the crimes were committal in pursuance of ' policy dictated by the Axis 
Govern].rents tc serve a particular object or objects and that they were 
deliberately ordered or enacyrr.god■ for that purpose. This evidence, 
there fore, fastens upon the heads cf state and the oi'iicers holding key- 
positions responsibility for the crimes. Tliis evidence cc-uld t c readily 
developed by a central recording office. 


b. That by the complete recording and analysis of evidence in a 
central office it could be ah*.an that particular organisations or units trad 
systematically committed ..or crimes. The constant recurrence of crimes 
committed by particular organisations or units is, itself, evilonce that 
the organisations or units /ere criminal organisations and -that all of 
their members are responsible for’ their crimes, either -as principals 

or accessories. Also, in other cases, it may be assumed that the organization 
or unit com an/lors mere parties tc these crimes since they uu3t have had 
knowledge thereof. This evidence cculd ee r<. adily lcveloped by a central 
recording office. 

c. That the complete recording and analysis f evidence in a central 
office would facilitate the preparation of cases a yinst the major war 
criminals and against those | .or so ns holding, key-pt .-sitiens ii a the Governments. 

d. That the complete recording and analysis of evidence in a 
central office would facilitate the 3 reparation cf cases vh .wo the crimes 
were ocnanitted against the nationals T a number of nations. 


o, ,f, hat the m mpleto recording and analysis of evidence in a 
central office would facili fc itv identiflo" ti< n aid apprehension of war 
criminals. All of the vidence would be brought to ether, and, while the 
vidonce in j.-ossenoi*'n of uiy one ffice ra lit be insufficient to identify 


the persc-ns responsible for a cri 10 , 
mi lit very well identify all . f the 


all of it, when brought, together. 


• ere n. 














f. That the complete recording and analysis of evidence in -a central 
office mi rht help tc supply substantial deficiencies in cases by bringing 
together fragmentary evidence in the possession of several national 
offices. The evidence of one office might car.plenent that of another office. 

The records cf a central recording office would form a complete 
historical record cf Axis v/ar crimes. 

On the other hand, there are reasons v/hich oppose the creation 
of such an cfiice; 

ja. The labour’ and expense of copying ana reproducing all information 
anti evidence would be gre^t. It would Involve the use of enplcytees who 
might be needed for other duties, dome national offices night be unable to 
assure such a burden. Other offices night feel that they could employ their 
funds anti personnel more profitably upon other work. 

b. Some evidence is net of a character that it can be copied or . 
reproduced. 

c. The central recording office night be located at a distant point 
from suae national offices. This might impair it3 value to such offices. 

d. it might take too long a time tc copy, transmit, record, 

index anl analyse evidence in respect of war crimes ennmitted in Europe for 
the services cf such an office to be of any value in the prosecution of 
European Axis war criminals. 

e. The opening of each national office, with its records, to the 
representatives of other governments, and the attaching of liaison 
officers by each government to the of rices of other governments may be 
an acceptable substitute. 

II. 

At present each national office apparently uses a different indexing 
system for information and evidence. The index cards ?re not only different, 
but in most instances are 30 incomplete that they are of no value to any 
office other than the one in possession of the basic records. 

In viev/ cf this s .tuation, it is believed that it would be of value 
tc consider the adept-^.n of n uniform indexing system by all of the national 
offices. 

The adoption of a uniform syoter would make it possible, by the m.Qre 
exchange between national ffico3 or between the national offices and the 
Commission of summaries and index cards (punch cards), to readily exchange 
.much information. Thus, if all offices used the same system to index all 
information and evidence, by exchanging the index cards, which reflected the 
presence of such information and evidence in the files of each office, 
all offices would have knowledge -f the existence of the evidence, even 
though they did not know its irecise oharacter. The latter could only be 
determined by an examination f the oasic records. 

Tor example, if a uniform index card (of the unci.-hole variety) 




were adopted, and, nnong the 999 iterm hi oh can be shown on such a card, 
there was one in rosj^w t cf the character of the crime sheaving murder" 
and one in respect cf the organisation or unit of the accused showing 
"Gestapo", a reference to all 'of the cards would show nil of the crines 
of nurder known to have been com ittod by the Gestapo. It would 
show not only this information, but the offices where the basic evidence 
was available. Thus, 'll offices would have an indication of the 
evidence available elsewhere. This would be of value in developing 
patterns of crime, in sh wing the criminal character cf certain 
organisations, and in piecing together fragmentary evidence. 

It is hoped that a discussion of this subject will develop 
descriptions cf the systems now in use in the several national offices, the 
probability cf adopting a uniform system, the development of a uniform 
system, and its adoption and use by as many national offices, as possible. 
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EINEX VIII 


UNITED NATIONS JIJi CRIMES COMMISSION 


lUTIOiLiL OFFICER CONFERENCE 


Texts submitted by the Sub-Committee of the Meeting 
of National Offices Delegates 


N0C.8 

2nd June, 1945 


There should be established as part of, or under the supervision of, the 
United Nations Jar Crimes Commission, one or more central recording offices (in 
Europe and in the Far Eastern and Pacific area) for the purpose of centralising 
inform; tion concerning the apprehension and final disposal of the accused who have 
been placed on the Commission's Lists, and of pooling general information on war 
crimes. So far as the European arm is concerned, the S.H.A.E.F. Central 
Register of Criminals should bo made the nucleus of the- central recording office 
of the United Nations V.ar Crimes Commission. 

II 

should 

The accused persons mentioned on the Jar Crimes Commission's Listq/be handed 
over without dnlay to the country that lias requested their surrender, and the V7ar 
Crimes Commission should bt informed as soon, ••.a such surrender has taken place; 
tlit- Commission should take every ste'p, within its jurisdiction, to ensure that 
the surrender i3 effectively carried out. 


The surrender of persons by the military authorities of one of the member 
Governments of the 'Jar Crimes Commission to anotheraheiUdbo •»,<• j-trsana 

figuring, on Lists approved by the V/ar Crimes Commission. 


In respect of persons whoso delivery for trial has been requested by sever 1 ,1 
United Nations, tile 7,'ar Crimes Commission should be cimrged as arbitrator to decide 
the order in which the accused shall be tried by tile id countrie s. 

V 

should 

Tii War Crimes Go. .»issior/be authorise i to iNic before my United 
N - 'eirfi.a * inter- Cam' c. y ..at tnh. .1, mt. r in- ; nv, ;1 i g; i inr., en.wy 

V.i i. c/e rut Oeon ohorg^u i»y :■ i i'.aai < 'i‘f ‘ < 




The bar Crime3 Commission should call the attention of the National Offices 
to the necessity of interrogating, as soon e.s practicable, their displaced nationals, 

m 

political prisoners and prisoners of ar, who have been in enemy territory, 

VII 

It is desirable that there should be cooperation and participation in the 
work of the Unite 1 Nations Y.'ar Crimes Commission on the part cf all the United 
Nations ..ho have suffered from ~r r crimes, particularly the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, for i.his is an essential condition cf the realisation of the 
principles and tasks laid dorm in the Moscow Declaration. Until this is accom¬ 
plished, there should be increased cooperation between the Soviet Special State 
Commission and the National Offices of those countries .laving a common interest 
in tlie punisliment of v;ar criminals, 

VIII 

All rules .and principles applied against the war criminals in Europe should 
equally apply to Japan-sc -ar criminals. 

IX 

The .’ar Crimes Co,.mission should be requested t circulate the' American 
reo uxiinp .and indexing system to all the other national offices so that they 
all may have the benefit of tile American »>5>erie-noe. 

X 

In xddition to the investigation e»f r cr.tj.ie3 in enemy countries by the 
investigating teams of the United Nations concerned, the Jar Crimes Commission 
should itself despatch terms to ke n rt in tlu investigations. 
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19th June, 1945 


UNITED NATIONS WAR CKh.iES COMMISSION 
Ih-tionnl Offices 0::nference 


3T.WE.Xm' PRESENTED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NATIONAL 
OFFICES AND RESERVATION'S THEREON LLADE’ AT THE LAST MEET¬ 
ING OF THE CONFERENCE 


Statement by the representatives jf National Offices 

The representatives of the National /ar Crimes Offices (representing 
Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, Czechoslovakia, France, India, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland United Kingdom, United States, Yugoslavia), having 
been called upon to summarise the general effect of the discussions at the 
Conference of the United Nations './nr Crimes Commission witn the National 
Offices, May jlat-June 2nd, 1945, state the voeu of the majority of tho- 
delegations on the several subjects as follows: 


I 


There should be established as part of, or under the supervision of, 
the United Nations War Crimes Commission, one or more central recording 
offices (in Europe and in the Far Eastern and Pacific area) for the purpose 
of centralising information concerning the apprehension and final disposal 
of the accused who have been placed m the Commission 1 s Lists, and of pooling 
general information on war crimes. So far as the European area is concerned, 
the S.H.A.E.F. Central Register of Criminals should be made the nucleus of the 
central recording office of the United Nations War Criir.es Commission. 

IX 

Unless required in the prosecution of the major war criminals, the 
accused persons mentioned on the War Crimes CoRsrdssion's Lists should be 
handed ,vo’ without delay to the country that has requested their surrender, 
and the Jar Crimes Commission should be informed as soon as such surrender has 
taken place; the Commission should Vice every step, within its jurisdiction, 
to ensure that the nrm. icr is effectively carried out. 

III 

The surrender of person.: by the .silit ry authorities of one of the 
member Tcvcm.onL of lice , r Crimes Ccj.i.iisaion to ••.nothcr should be confined 
to persons figurin' .a: • • approved by the /ar Crimes Commission. 

IV 

In respect -f per., ns- "-hose delivery for trial in s been requested by 
s-evera} l.Ir.ti i .. , ton ’ r Or' ... • Commission sh Aild be charged t: decide 

s rbiti- t .r the ..rdeii. which in. ■ .ecusod 5.Ha 13 be tried by the said 
countries v to dele rate this hit,', to so .. tnei' body. 
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The 77ar Crimes Commissi n should be authorised to indict, after due in¬ 
vestigation, before any United Nations (interallied) Court which may bc 
instituted, enemy subjects v.-ho have not been charged by any National Office, 


The War Crimes Commission should call the attention of the National 
Offices to the necessity of interrogating, as soon as practicable, their dis¬ 
placed nationals, political prisoners and prisoners of war, who h&vc been in 
enemy territory. 


It is desirable- that there should be cooperation end participation in the 
work of the United Nations War Crimes Commission on the part of all the United 
Nations who have suffered from war crimes, particularly the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, for this is an essential condition of the realisation of 
the principles and tasks laid down in the Moscow Declaration. Until this is 
accomplished, there should be increased cooperation between the Soviet Extra¬ 
ordinary State Commission and the National Offices of those countries having a 
common interest in the punishment of war criminals, 

VIIX 

All rules -_nd principles applied to hie war criminals in Europe should 
equally - pply to Japanese war criminals. 


Th War Crimes Commission should be requested to circulate the American 
recording and indexing system to all the other national offices so that they all 
may nave th. benefit of the American experience. 


In the event that particular war crimes in an enemy country cannot be 
investigated by the investigating teams of the United Nation concerned, the 
War Crimes Commission should itself despatch on investigating team. 


The- National Offices should endeavour to collect information and bring 
charges against pers ns mentioned in the Commission'o Lists No. 7 and No. 9 
and other similar lists which may be issued. 


Nese)vacions 

The following reservati.ns, which have been arranged in the alphabetical 
order of the countrie- concerned, were made at the meeting or given in writing 
to the Secretnri' c; 


CANADA Oral statement bv at. C. le.-.el d acdoi. Id, representing the Canadian 


National Office (extracted from the* ..linutes) : 

"Lt, Col, .cdonald indicated that ha too wished to abstain from 
voting." 
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CHIKA: 


FRANCE: 


m 1 ' t a by ..:r, dang Hun-Cheng, rep re senting the Chinese 
.Li-..,. Of 1 ' _ra_ (uxtr .ctc-d from the Minutes): 

"Mr. 7-uig Hua-Ohenr (China) said that t the- beginning his delegation 
felt that they had no authority from thoir Government to agree to 
any binding document. On the understanding that the document was 
only a statement of views he saw no special objection on the part 
of the Chinese delegation to abstain from voting, but he did not 
think that a vot •» was necessary at that meeting," 

./ritten statement by Major Pr.oli, representing the French National 
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c. 


UNITED 

KINGDOM 

(contd.) 


7/ritten statement b> 
National Office: 


Mr. Kent, representing the United Kingdom 


"It seems to me that the terns of reference to the representatives 
of the National Offices are being overlooked. They were asked to 
try to summarise the views v;hich hr.d been expressed on the various 
subjects discussed at the Conference. My instructions precluded me 
from supporting a nunber of the propositions in the paper before 
the meeting. I therefore proposed that these propositions should 
be prefaced by an introduction which was agreed to. This introduct¬ 
ion, to which I wish to draw particular attentio., is as follows: 


'The representatives of tile National War Crimes offices 
(representing Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, Czechoslovakia, 
Franco, India, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, United 
Kingdom, United Gtates, Yugoslavia), leaving been called upon to 
summarise tile general effect A the discussions at the National 
Offices, hay 31st - .June 2nd, 194h, state the voeu of the majority 
of tile delegations on the several subjects as follows:- 1 

I believe that tliis statement protects the position of those who are 
not in agreement ’with some of the suggestions put forward. " 

UNITED '.Tritten statement by Cay tain .■ ry, U.i.A.R., representing the United 

STATES States National Office: 




jA "The delegates from the United States Nation-:!. War Crimes Office to 
this conference announce that they are not authorised to vote- on 
the proposals contained in the paper now before the conference. 


In addition, some of the subjects dealt with in the proposals have 
not been assigned to the jurisdiction of the United States National 
War Crimes Office, but h -ve been committed specifically to the cognis¬ 
ance of other United States Governmental Agencies. 


The United States delegates here regret that tiny must abstain from 
voting on the proposals now being considered. 


In all of the circumstances it is hoped that the proposals will not 
be re-leesed to the press. 

It is zi quested t.; .t a copy f t.lr. st' te.aont b«. incorporated in the 
r^c.nl f the ic-et n ;. " 

Y/ritten statonn.i: by It.-C l. .isi am, 'Jr.ited Scathe represent tive 
At tnc J-r Crimes C-amisslon ; 

"Tile united Stater Represent civ*, o: the- United Nations War Crimes 
C amiss! .n . tate-s that ;v. w„ul‘ have t secure instructions from nis 
Govemmeiit bef re voting on tin, proposals contained in the paper now 
before the c -nferei.c . With «ut such instructions, he regrets that he 
must bit- 1. fr • v tin: .a t.ie .rg.al:', -al requests that copy 
.f this so t- .nut ■ con ' in- in ul reC-.rd A ti- meeting." 













